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How did El A1 soar 
to the top? 

3 low come Israel’s iiutional airline is in the world’s No. 1 Mciiciilous planning, dcvt)tion and lla'ir. 
spot for on-time pciformantc, (Over 94% of ail Higlus And the tletermination o! all I-l A1 stall to provide 
take off on timed tios'.' come HI Al was awarded first passengers with higher and higher standards of service, 
place for service in the ‘"Daily Mail" survey of Tliat’s how! 

transatlantic passengers? ’ ' HI Al will more than live up to your expectation.s. 

How come the prestigious travel magayine "Hxccuiive . HI Al is our national airline. 

■fravcl and Leisure" placed tlie business section of HI Al One of the country’s imajor export routes. 

among the world’s top seven, ahead of scores of other The airline that was created speeiailv for you. 

iiucruutional airlines? And how come HI Al receives Hic airline that speaks your language. 

thousands of tliatik-you letters iVoni appreciative And the airline that gives you much niore ilian the others, 

pas.sengcrs? The answer? because wc’rc prouder to Itavc you aboard than other airlines. 
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to foreign transactions) 
Hm^our experts are at home. 

Bank Leumi La Israel banking group serves you with a large 
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Paris (2 branches), Marseille, Strasbourg, Lypnj Nice, Zurich; 
Geneva, Frankfurt aM, Milan, Brussels, Antvverp, Montevideo, 
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On the centrality of brael 

If there is hope for a new future between Germans and Jews, it can be fulfilled only by and with the State of Israel 

at its centre, avers Yohanan Meroz, who was Israel's ambassador to Bonn 
for six years until last June, and now heads the Foreign Ministry's European department. 


II- ONE were to Judge Uniel‘.s relu- 
lions w'ith Germany — i.e. (be 
l-cderul Republic — by “normar' 
•itandard^. there would be cause I'ur 
eon&iderahlc valisrsictinn, indeed, 
except for the United Stales, there 
is no other country with vthich so in- 
tensive a spectrum of bilateral in- 
lerehange exists, covering iilinosi 
every field of eiuleaxoiir and 
ctiier)wise. The ntosi impressive 
aspect the relationship is that of 
luiimin inicrciuirse and <ls fre- 
quency in many walks of life, 
specially the countless exchanges 
and encounters between young peo- 
ple in both counirie.s. 1'rue. much ol 
the Middle Eastern thinkine of the 
l-ederal Giucrnment is not to our 
liking, bill then neither is iluu of 
other European governments, and 
by emnparisun. lL>nn is .sometimes 
less fervid in its propagation, lliiis. 
in a vacuum, as it uerc, there would 
seem to be lUtlc cause for complaint 
or dtsconieiii. 

However. rclaiion.s between Jews 
and Germans do ntn How in ii 
vacuum, they are noi comparable to 
any other frame of relution.s. they 
cannot be “normal** — at Ica.si for a 
long time yet and they ntusi 
therefore be borne and judged by 
:iisumptions and e.xpeciuUons aris- 
ing from the buckgroumi of the hor- 
rors of history in the Thirties and 
Forties. It is arguable whether the 
guilt of the German generation ol 
that peritxl continues to stigmaiixc 
that of the Eighties, but it certuini) 
enrrics a commitmem to rexpon- 
sibiliiy bused on cuncivMtsness and 
knowledge. What is known in 
German as Verganfienlh-iisheyiiiliigung 
(liicrallv; overcoming the past) can- 
not he ultempled. let alone 
achieved, by repressing the pa.si or 
remaining ignorant of it. sometimes 
in conjunction with a duim of 
“iMologicai irrelevancy.'* but only 
through knowledge of whsii has to 
be ’’overcome. *' This knowledge is 
all too often .sadly lacking, and 
much loo little is done to bridge the 
gap of abysmal ignorance. I do not 
know whether we should luke upon 
ourselves to remind Germans lime 
and again, almost in routine fashion. 
x»f their debt to history und their 
responsibilliy; unless they rcuch 
that eon.xciousnes.s themselves und 
on their own, any thought of 
genuine rcla(iun.s between Gerniun.s 
and Jews must rciniiin utterly un* 
realistic. 

It K my experience that a ma- 
jority of citizens in the Kedcrul 
Republic does accept this posliilule. 
among them many young people, 
but some do so with u twist. Trjing 
to mend fences with Jews, they .suv . 
does indeed presuppose an iidmis- 
xioii of historic livvurencsx' and 
ohligiKiun. but this has nothing to 
do with Israel, which i.s just, 
“another*’ slate. Their commilment 
of reconciiiution is luken (o be valid 
only in regard to the 30.000 Or so 
Jews who loduy live in ihe Fedenil 
Kepahlic. Here a major eri'orl..of. 
education und information Ts re- 
quired on the purl of the Cermiiri. 
auihorilies, including. the churches. 
tv» drive hoipe the ceniruliiy. uf 
Ixrael in the conlexl or. Germun’ 
Jevvish relations. Some of (his eflori 
might userul|y'be;dlrec(ed iif quite, if 
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Above. 0 German volunteer helps gather in the grapefruit harvest on n Galilev kihhiil:. Below, pfisl‘)^vr German 
Jewish vhililren at a jewlsh school in Frankfurt. (Bruuni 






few prominent l*edcral figures us 
well. There cun be no Gcrnian- 
Jewish “renewul" without Israel be- 
ing at its centre on the Jewish side. 
Whatever prospects .of success 
there are. they rest enlirciv on 
meeting on equal terms in every 
respect. The illusion of any other 
possible relation has once und for 
all been dispelled in. Hitler's exter- 
mination camps. That there, are 
Jews; including some in Germany, 
who huvCj not yet grasped this' 
te.ulilyi is, us regrettable ilx it is im-. 
m'u.ferlut, . . . • ' 

. ;ln the early years of the Fedcrul: 
Republic, the ecniraliiy of Isniei:; 
was' not in douhl. Jn' those day .s',; 
Germany was seeking, udmissioii. 
rinlo the ramily of nulionk, and her:'. 
feliiilonSjWlih; Lsrael. dIKeil npi’ ini 


romial-diplomaiic (ernis, were an 
important — even e.sscntiul — 
“visiting card” to that end. M is nut 
suggested that this was their only 
motivuiion, bul.it certainly did play 
a rol.e in Adenauer's and his cun- 
lamporaries' considerations in the 
l-ifiies. As the years passed, und the 
HKG gradually achieved reeugni- 
lioi). admission and full partnership 
in Europe und elsewhere, the 
visiting card lost. much of its - 
signiHcance. With the esiabjishinehl 
of “normal'" dlplomalic.felaiipns in 
196$ it ' became,, in ihq opinion of . 
some, illlogelhor pbko|c(e. 

This irerid;: . prominent though 
perhaps .n;ot domintml. >' received 
sustenuncei.rrom. a wide-spread I'lil- 
lucy livhich dbc^.npi lack a malicious . 
trait. There "exists a . monsirous..' 


neologism in post-wur Cermuii.;' 
Wfedergutmachiing — Making Good 
Again. 'll is used to connote the 
totality of material resiitulion, com- 
pensation.' indemnification 'and .(he 
like to the survivors of Nuzj crime.x. 
of whom many — ulus, a II (oo few 
— are Jews, Some Germans, 
however, boliev^ or interpret .this 
iyiederguimachung' to be an act of 
mural or polilicul absolution also 
vis-il:vis the Slate of Israel, tind this 
complacent and monsifous' bclier Is 
fostered; among pihers^ by neo-Nu/t 
. gfoups and individuals. ' ol* whom: 
ihPr.e lire more, in the KRG ihuh is 
gencriiliy believed. The Federal 
Goveriipienl, as'well tis.ihose.orilhe. 

Lt^iider. could and should .d<> more 
lo'counier-idiiiihis'miilice. .' - 

, id the- db.main of.forplgn 


our criteria of e.xpectalions from the 
FRG are clear and definite. They 
stem, of course, from the horrors of 
the past; they are. at the same lime, 
governed by the self-evident as- 
sumption that the future of the sur- 
vivors from those horrors tnusi nut 
be jeopardized with German con- 
nivance. This does not mcun ihui we 
have lo agree on every political 
analysis or assessment; it does, 
hivwcvcr, imply that in inullcrs per- 
taining to Israel's security, her juJe- 
meni be acknowledged as decihivu. 
We shall continue lo reject noiii>tis 
or proposals adversely nffecting the 
safety of our lives from anyntju: 
from Germany, though, xve hold 
that w'c are emiiled to c.xpeci thm 
they are not offered in the lirsi 
place. Whatever com mil men is the 
I'RG may believe having in regard 
lo third parties the European 
Ci>imnuniiy or others — none can 
ever nialch the moral and liiMoricul 
dimension of its obligation lo the 
security of (he Jew ish people and its 
stale, i know ihut this premise is 
shared by many Germans. 

Let mu illiisirtiie what 1 have in 
mind. The Federal Govcrnntenl wax 
first in introducing the slogan' of 
"self'deiermlnaiion'' into the Euro- 
peun debate on the Palestinians. I 
am not sure that in doing so it was 
primarily motivated by Middle East 
considerations, but that may be a 
moot point. Whui should, however, 
be beyond dispute is the 
questionnbilily, to use un under- 
statement, of that suggestion, after u 
similar slogan, "Self-deiermin.'ition 
for the Sudeten Germans'* pul 
forward by another German 
government 43 years ago und subse- 
quently carried out, hud spelt the 
end of another democruiic state 
(Czechoslovakia). Or. lo give just 
one more e.xample, is it conceivable 
— no matter how' objeciionubly. 
others may behave ^ that u 
German government may even con- 
sider selling heavy weapons to a 
country at war with Israel, weqpon.x 
that could and, more likely than 
not, would, be used against ux? 

Israel has many friends in the 
Federal Republic, More than a few 
of these are personal friends who.xe 
friendship I cherish and value. They 
believe, as l do, that out of the ashes 
of iirispenkable inhumanity a human 
and humane relationship may yet 
evolve. They are ^disappointed and- 
saddened at the. complacency of 
some of their countrymen w*ho^ 
regard the restitution of stolen 
properly as an adequate act of 
redemption, freeing them, as it 
werev from bonds of conscience and 
history. Above all, they fear lest an 
'unique attempt at conciliniion. 
which Ihe Jewish people lias feluc-: 
.taqily agreed to endorse despite its; 
-horrible memories, may be plaoed 
: in jeopardy through .callous tactless- 
ness and indifference. 

To conclude.- 1 repeat: If there^ is 
' hope fOF' a new future between 
Gc rcntins and Jews;' ;it Will 
.materialize, neiihei'. in. a ytfciiCim'hor 
as a . rasliitiptiori of shattered iilu*' 
>..sipn's..df the past.,',lT!.9en be fuinited 
onl^ by ahd.^wi.thithie S.tat^ of Vsrqel' 
,' at' its -'cbhtre.i'' Anyone ;gqnuip'el\: 
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An element of specialness 

'Normalization does not mean forgetting/ Germany's new ambassador to 
Israel, Neils Hansen, tells Diplomatic Correspondent David Landau. 



Neils Hansen with President Yitzhak Nami. tNU'uri«w«/» 


RELATIONS between Israel and 
the FederftI Republic of Germany 
are so good that even “the ir- 
ritations" that occurred earlier ihis 
year did not significantly affecl 
them. This is the view of Germany's 
new ambassador to Israel, Neils 
Hansen, who look up his post in Td 
Aviv in September, just* us the ''ir- 
ritations" were beginning to die 
down. 

The "irritations." of course, are 
Hansen's delightfully diplomatic 
euphemism for the raucous public 
exchange of vituperation and insults 
between Israel's Prime Minister 
'Mcnuchem Begin and Germany's 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. The 
trigger was Schmidt's reference, in 
an interview after his return from 
Saudi Arabia, to Bonn's “moral 
responsibility" towards the Palesti- 
nians. Begin's responses focused 
on Gerinany'.s war record. His as- 
sertion that any Wehrmachl soldiers 
who had served, like Schmidt, on 
the eastern front were under a 
presumption of guilt, aroused o tor- 
rent of anger throughout the 
Federal Republic. 

But relutions between two 
countries, says Hansen, and es- 
pecially Israeli-German relations 
are not to be inoasured merely, or 
even mainly, by political rhetoric 
or diplomatic demarches. A solid 
edifice of what the envoy terms 
"quantifiable relations" has been 
built up over two decades — and 
this was not shaken by the verbal 
spilt between the leaders. He 
provides some of the sitlicni facts 
and figures: 

• The youth exchange progriini- 
me between the two countries is the 
third-largesi (after France und 
Britain) that the Federal Republic 
operates. 

• Germany's foreign aid to Israel, 
steady at DM 140m. a year, is also 
the ihird-largcst sum on the Federal 
Republic's list, after India and 
Egypt. 

• Trade between the two 
countries continues to flourish, with 
Germany firmly ensconced in the 
No.2 spot, after the U.S., in the list 
of Israel's trading partners. The 
balance of trade, moreover, which 
used to be heavily weighted in 
Israel's disfavour, is now significant- 
ly narrowing, the ambassador says. 


• Scientific and academic 
cooperation is another area of 
progress and expansion. For man) 
years there have been broad and 
varied tics between the Wei/mann 
Institute nnd Germany's prestigious 
Mux Planck Institute, and there are 
also conincls, encouraged b\ the 
governments, between other unh er> 
sities nnd research centres. 

• Twin-city accords link man) of 
Israel's to>yns with German towns. 
The latest such orrangemenl is 
between Neianya and Ddrimund In 
some cases, like that of Eilat und the 
smallish Ruhr valley town of 
Kamen, the partnerships are 
developing into meaningful ties in- 
volving lots of ordinary people. 

• Tourism dipped a little after the 
"irritations" but seems to be pick- 
ing up again. Israel, says the envoy, 
ideally suits the German tourist's 
ideal of a holiday spot — with us 


sun and beaches and its historical, 
religious and cultural interest. 
German winter tourism to Eilui is 
becoming so plentiful that the am- 
bassador has recently apponued a 
German honorary consul there. The 
consul is a Dutch-horn Holocaust 
refugee named Prigul — und 
Hansen finds in the appointment of 
a man with this sort of background a 
particular — and positive sym- 
bolism. (Germany has another 
honorary conspi in Hoifa.) 

• Hundreds of German 
youngsters spend lime on Israeli 
kibbutzim as volunteers They conic 
from all sectors of German society 
and. their presence here, .says 
Hansen, reflects the broad and deep 
interest in the Jewish state that per- 
vades the Federal Republic. 
Without doubt, he says, this interest 
goes far beyond the natural concern 
of intelligent Europeans in a 


strategic und strife-torn region right 
on their doorstep. It signifies the 
"special responsibility" which the 
German nation feels towards Israel. 

"Normalization does not mean 
forgeuing," Hansen continues. “A^ 
Willy Brandt once said, normaliza- 
tion between Israel and Germany 
wil always have an element ul 
specialness. 

"Israelis shouldn't fear (hat nor- 
malization will lead to forgetting. 
On the contrary, when our youth 
groups come here they all visit Yiid 
Vashem. And Israeli groups in Ger- 
many see and are impressed by the 
society we have built up since the 
war. We are not trying to steal 
ourselves out of our past." 

By dwelling on the "quan- 
lifiables," he is not seeking "to 
minimize the irritations." the am-, 
bassador says. In part, though, the 


Begin-Schmidt duel was due tomK- 
iranslutions, he believes >> Him of 
the Chancellor's remarks into 
English and later of Begin's state- 
ments into German. 

The episode certainly "brought to 
the fore the delicacy of relations" 
between the two cuuntries, even if it 
did not touch the tangible substance 
of the ties. 

Recently, there has been 
something of a reconciliuiion 
between the two lenders (they 
shook hands and spoke briefly ui 
Sadat's funeral), und on the 
diplomatic "working level." the am- 
bossador stresses, the Germnn- 
Israel dialogue is proceeding with 
vigour and sympathy and under- 
standing. 

Foreign minister Hiu\s-Dieirich 
Genscher wilt be in Jcrusulcm this 
winter, his fourth visit. His director- 
general, Bendl von Stunden, will be 
here next month for talks with top 
Israeli officials. 

“I don't want to get into com- 
parisons (with other EEC 
countries)" Hansen notes, "but the 
dialogue between Israel and Ger- 
many is very close und inienvive." 
He rejects any notion that the 
across-the-board coinmitincni 
Israel among Germany's political 
parlies has weakened over the paM 
decade. "Israel's c.vistcnce in scciirc 
and recognized borders is Mill a 
solid pillar of our Middle Hast 
policy. Very much so. This is the un- 
animous commilmem of all three 
major parties." 

Moreover, Germany's support 
for Palestinian sclf-dctcrmhiation \> 
a careful nnd very conditional ap- 
proach. he adds. It does not nccc'-- 
sarily mean statehood, it doc- 
necessarily mean u nvgoliuted 
overall peace settlement and a 
demilitarized West Bunk. ‘ 

CHANCELLOR Schmidt himself, 
says Hansen, has a profound per- 
sonal commitment. **li ennie 
through very clenrly indeed" during 
the hour-long interview he bad with 
the Chancellor before taking up his 
ambassadorship here. (This itself l> 
an e.xiremc rarity in the German 
foreign service.) 

*' He knows what Israel means." 
Hansen says of Schmidt. "He knows 
what's at stake." 


t 




QUESnOS. Vou served in Ger- 
many as Minister in the years 1971- 
75. What changes have taken place 
since your lust tour of duty here'.’ 
Answer. I came to Bonn in July 1981 
when relations between Israel and 
Germany were at their lowest point. 
That pertains particularly to the 
German media and to those 
Germans who, wrongly, I think, 
considered themselves insulted. 1 
believe (he reasons for the reaction 
by Prime Minister Begin and public 
^ opinion in Israel in the spring of 
1981 to have been real, based as 
they were on the possibility that 
German aggressive weapons could 
he delivered to an enemy of hracl. 
who in turn, could give them to 
other enemies Such possibility 
evoked shock and disbelief in 
Israelis. 1 do not believe tills silun- 
lion was n sudden devclupmeni. 
Within the Insl 10 years, there has 
Iwen a chnnge in the atliiude of the 
German government, despite the in- 
tense ofliciul and personal contacts 
on all social levels. If at one lime we 
received automatic agreement to all 
of Israel's actions, today both the 
German government and the man in 
the street are more critical, more 
selective. 1 do not mean to say lhat 

f 'Ublic opinion In Germany i; afnti* 
srael; it is just that today we have 
to work hard to prove our point. 


Change of attitude in Germany 

Germans today are more critical, more selective, of Israel's actions, Israel's 
ambassador in Bonn, Yitzhak Ben-Ari, tells the Post's special correspondent. 


Simultaneously, we must take into 
consideration that (he atmosphere 
is influenced by the economic siuiu- 
lion in western Europe. There is u 
wave of uneasiness and insecurity, 
especially among the young, which 
in turn influences their 
Weltanschauunyt. 

Q. How does that uTfcci you per- 
sonally? 

.H. It makes the life of un amhu-s- 
Siidor more difficult — and more in- 
teresting. 

Q, How is serving in Germany dif- 
fcrenl from serving in another Luru- 
penn country? 

A. You know, (here is one country 
where the Israel Foreign Office can- 
not make you serve — a foreign ser- 
vice candidate assigned to Germany 
can refuse — the reason, of course, 
is the recent past. And those who do 
accept this challenge, the Israeli 
diplomats in Bonn, dealing with 
German officials and with people in 
various walks o4 life, strive to 
strengthen the bonds of under-, 
standing between pur two peoples. 


But in the back of his mind ~ and 
that goes for every one of us in the 



Bonn embassy — there lingers the 
memory of the horrors perpetrated 
against our people. 

Daily, I ask myself the question 

— to which I find no reply — how 
was all (his possible? How could 
human beings do such things? When 
I served us umbussudor to Den- 
mark, 1 met people who were un ex- 
ample of what human beings cun do 
in dilTercnt times, of what acts of 
heroism people are capable. In the 
course of my present duties ami 
privately, I do meet Gernmns ^ 
sometimes they are simple people 

— who ni the risk of their own lives 
saved Jews during the Nazi times. 
My heart goes out to these people. 
Yud Vashem has taken us its leih 
motif: 'He who saves one life, saves 
the whole world.' This applies, as 
well, to the few Germans who, 
through their humane behaviour, 
have created trust in a new Ger- 

. many. U Is these Germans ^ — the 
just — ' which ftiake it easier for 
myself and my colleagues to curry 
out our tasks in this country.' 


Q. In America, a new president is 
granted n lOO-day period of grace. 
What did you do in the first weeks 
of your ambassadorial office here'.’ 
,4.11 was the usual round of visits of 
introduction to German per- 
sonalities and ambassadors of other 
countries. 1 was helped in my work 
by friends I had met the first time I 
served here. When I c.xplain the 
situation of Israel. I try to be 
straighiforwurd, to do it without 
diplomatic niceties. I often find 
myself in discussions with young 
people. I try to make them sec our 
point of view. From the beginning. I 
was asked for more newspaper and 
radio interviews than any other iim- 
bossador here — whether wc like it 
or not, Israel is news. In the media 
especially, there are many discus- 
sions about the Nazi reign of terror 
— this can be positive if Gcrmnii 
youth will draw its lessons. A 
philosopher once said that if you 
don't forget your past, you don’t 
, have to relive it. 

Q. What arc your predklions for 
Die future of Gcrmun-lsryel 
relutions? 

A. I am by .nature an optimist. I 
believe that our two peoples will 
rind a way .to live together in under- 
standing and in good relations. We, 
for one, will do , our uirpost to sec 
that such a goal Is realized.; . 
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TheVferkI of Polgat 



Polgat Enterprises 
encompasses just about 
every aspect of fine 
fashion. From raw 
materials to finished goods. 
From wool ... to fibres and 
yarns ... to woven and 
knitted textiles and fabrics 
... to ready-to-wear. 

And Polgat means more 
than just a broad product 
range. Polgat means > ' 
outstanding, contemporary • 
design. State-of-the-art 
technology. • ■ 

Uncon^promising quality. 
Garments that .are i, 

100% Polgat:: Ifl^e? tp ■finlshl 

.'j . 




Polgat is a conglomerate 
of seven topflight textile 
manufacturers: 

Bagir — Superbly 
tailored suits, blazers, and 
slacks for men; elegant 
Lady Bagir skirts, slacks, 
and coordinates for women; 
distinctive Van Dyke 
designs for men. 

Polgat Textile Mills — - 
Textiles and yarns; woollen 
and wool-mixture fabrics; 

' cottons (jeans, corduroy, . 
stretch-cotton fabrics, : 
stretch-edrd, and mixtures), 
Oumah.-Lpna 100% ■ ; 

; \airibswopl and mixtures- jn 




knitwear for men and 
women; a special line of 
dresses and men's 
pullovers In soft angora. 
Ligat — Active 
sportswear and leisurewear 
for men and women. 
Producers of Lee Jeans 
under licence by HD Lee of 
USA. 

Beged-Or 81 — World's 
finest name. In. leather 
, fashions. 

Jerulin?Lingerie — : . 

Nightgowns arid robes for 
vvqmen, 

Australian iWool Industries 

. Wool, and synthetic tops, . 


A chain of 15 Polgat stores 
serves the local market. 

Head office: 

75 Nahalat Benjamin St. 
Tel-Aviv 65545; Israel 
P.O.B. 2471 Tel; 03 622931 , 
Telex: 33632 POLGT IL i 
Germany office: 

E, Hebbering 

' Harberiiusstr 1 4040 Neuss 22 
Tel: 2182 6555 - 
Telex: 8517239 
,Loni;lQn office: 

iSTEX.LTp.-.- - ' !■ 

Havendlh House; 7i B,ak6r Sti 
•Lbn'dori W1M lAH •: 

■;Tel; 486-2981/2ri:::*.;'r:;'-:>-.;.:- •; 

/telex:. 61-i99861^ " ^ 



An abnormal normalcy 

The only thing that can be said for certain about relations between Germany and Israel is that they 
are not normal. If a special relationship exists, can it be maintained? This is one of the 
questions posed by Jerusalem Post Economic Editor Meir Merhav, to some of Israel s closest 

friends in Germany's political leadership. Here, he interviews 
HERBERT WEHNER, chairman of the Social Democratic faction in the Bundestag. 


THH r-EDERAL Republic ol Ger- 
many is not only Israel's sccond- 
Inrgcst trade partner, ranking after 
the U.S. There exists, in addition, ii 
wch of relationships so dense, so 
ciirefully nurtured, and covering su 
wide a rield, as to have virtually no 
parallel in the relations of cither 
Germany or Israel with other 
countries. 

In discussions of the commercial 
and financial relations between the 
two countries — and often with 
respect to other tics as well — the 
Israeli is often struck by the effort 
made by many Germans to present 
these reinttonships as "normal." 
Some of one's German discussants, 
one suspects, stress this "normalcy" 
out of n wish to dissociate 
themselves from the past and to un- 
burden the present relationships 
from the special nature that past has 
imposed upon them. Others, one 
sometimes feels, do so because the) 
wish to draw a line between the 
ongoing relationships in trade and 
commerce, in cultural exchanges, in 
collaburution in science and 
technology, and between the 
political relationships, which have 
perceptively cooled off. 

ll is obvious that political rela- 
tions colour, condition and affect 
connections in all other areas. This 
is particularly true of relations 
between Germany and Israel, in 
which the only thing that has been, 
could have been, and will still be for 
a long time, is that they are not nor- 
mal. The question therefore arises 
whether the cooling off of the 
political relations expresses a long- 
term trend, the beginning of a 
process of dissociation by Germany 
from the special obligations it has 
fell so far towards Israel. 

Docs the much less sympalhciic 
attitude low'ards Isroel reflect that 
two-thirds of the Germans living 
now were cither minors or not yet 
horn when Hiller's Reich collapsed, 
and either feel not responsible lor 
the horrors it committed, are ig- 
norant about that past and indil- 
ferent to it, or a cnmhiniition of all 
three? 

Docs the shift in political atlliude 
merely express disagreement with 
the pulicles of Israel's prcscni 
government, or dues it go deeper" l.s 
it that iu,uiy Germims feel that Cier- 
many has already done enough !«.■ 
mnkc amends, that, us l-'ran/ Josul 
Str.iuHS, the lender uf the Duvarian 
Chrisiiiin Social Union and fiirniur 
defence minister, said more than a 
decade ,ago, that "20 years i% 
enough"? Is it that the puhhc in 
Cicrinany, mid its policy-makers, 
feci that policy nuisl serve German 
interests first, in big things or small, 
nnd should nut he shackled hy nny 
special consideriiiion for Isruel? 

If that is not so, oral least still not 
predotninunily so, and if an 
awareness of the special nature of 
. the relationship still prevails, in- 
cluding the restraints it imposes un 
German policy with respect to is- 
sues that concern Israel ^- are there 
inslnimenis for maintaining this 
apeciai relationship? Is there a 
mechanisin by which it can be tranii- 



Grand Old Man of the SPD — Herbert Wehner. 


milted to the younger generation? 

For answers to some of these 
questions, we turned to some of 
Israel's closest friends in Germany's 
political leadership — to Herbert 
Wehner, chairman of the Social 
'Democratic faction in the 
Bundestag and the grand old man of 
the SPD,- who has been, from the 
earliest days of the Konrad 
.Adenauer government, one oi the 
mam architects of the bridges biiiii 
between Oermany and Israel: to 
Annemaric Rcnger. the deputy 
speaker of the nundcsiug and unc 
of Israel's siininchesi fnends m ilic 
lop leadership of ihc SPD: and lo 
Dr. Ilildegard Hamni-Rruchcr, 
Secrciary i*t' Suite in the German 
foreign ofl'ice (deputy mmisicri, a 
Ic.iding rigiire in the I lec 
Democralic P,iriv. 

When I asked Herbert Wehner u 
few weeks ago whether he would hi- 
willing to confirni ihal the perccpi- 
ihlc cooling off of political relations 
belwecii Cicmiiiny and Israel was 
noticeable aho in the rvluiioits 
between the SPD. and the I'edera- 
tiun of German Trade Uiiion<t 
(DOU), und their Israeli counter- 
parts ^ the Labour Party und the 
Hisiadrut — he responded with u 
Rat denial. 

"I do not sec that the relations 
' ure less clo.se than befurc, upd the 
SPD faction plans to. visit Israel 
soon, as soon as the purliamcniur) 
.schedule peririiis, for un exchange 
of ideas und.io fiTid out in which 


areas we can do more to strengthen 
our mutual relations," Wehner said. 

He immediately added, in answer 
to the question that always hangs in 
the air in discussions of the 
German-lsraeli relationship, even 
when it is not explicitly u&kcd: "I am 
convinced that the Iwrdcn of the 
past has not yet been fully under- 
stood nr learned in Germany, We 
still have to undo much uf what has 
been done in the past — and that is 
as true of the older generation 
which lived through those years, as 
of the young. We have that rvspon- 
sihilily as a nation.'' 

Explaining the cooling off of rel,i- 
lions to which 1 had referred. 
Wehner said that the SPD h.iJ at 
the moment certain difhculi 
political problems (the convcrs.iiion 
look place when Wehner hiniscll 
was busy trying i<i patch up the dil- 
fercnccs heiween the coalition 
partners uver the budget, and when 
the SPD was shaken hy controversy 
ovurdelence policy) — und that was 
why the relations with Israel seemed 
to be somewhat relegated to the 
background. 

I usked Herbert Wehner fnr his 
assessment of the dominant trend 
among the younger generation ol 
Germans towards Israel, excluding 
extremists on the. right and the left. 
Although there are many whose at- 
titudes ufe shaped by simplistic 
stereotypes, und. probubty many 
more who are indifTcrcni. one en- 
couniersi again and uguin. the 


wrestling with the problem ol Ger- 
many's identity und role in the 
world — and ih,!! inevitably leads 
hack to the pa.si, in which the Jews 
and Israel occupy a central place. 

Wehner .see.s the indifTcrcnce as 
the result of shortcomings in the 
educational sy.stcm of the l-edenil 
Republic. He sees it as the duty ol 
the older generation to help the 
younger to understand what Ger- 
many's contribution to peace and 
security in the world must be, taking 
into account the relations of the 
superpowers. He equally considers 
it u continuing duty to make the 
younger generation understand the 
hitler lessons of the past — from the 
First World War. through the in-, 
tervening years of the Weimar 
Republic, and to the Second World 
War and its consequences. 

That, he explains, includes Ger- 
many's altitude towards Israel. 
When speaking of the educational 
system, it is one of ‘the few occa- 
sions in our conversation when he 
raises his voice and becomes vehe- 
ment. "Our educational system. *' he 
says, "is not within the jurisdiction 
of the Federal governmeni, but un- 
der that of the Lander. The Federal 
government and the Bundestag 
have little influence over it. There 
are great gaps in our school hooks 
^ and w'c in the SPD have u special 
responsibility with regard to trans- 
mitting the lessons of the past." 

In reply to u question how Isrud's 
friends in Germany, and particular- 
ly in the SPD, should in his view 
maintain und strengthen the special 
relationships which his party has 
always hud a central role in forging, 
despite criticism of Israel's present 
policies, Wehner says: 

“We must try to intensify our 
relations through a dialogue, and 
through the dissemination, in Ger- 
many, of much more informuiion 
about Israel und the problem.^ with 
which it wrestles. Broad sinila ol 
our people arc uninformed und 
therefore do not under>iund. And 
we in Germany must be mure ex- 
plicit in our urgumeniaiion lor our 
support of Israel. 

"I do not hold with the pretence 
that Ciermaiiy has already done all it 
should with respect to the Jews and 
Israel We must do more, und es- 
peci.illy fnr the younger 
generaium,'' 

Mv next question turned u> Ctcr- 
in.my’s present Near hast policy, 
and particularly the deelaraiion of 
Venice last June. The I'ederal 
Kepuhlic's policy. I asked, is bused 
on the reeugnition of the right ol 
seir-delerininalion for the Pulesli- 
niaiis ~ but duos even a Palestinian 
stuic solve the Palestinian problem? 
Do not the simplificulions of resolu- 
tions like those adopted at Venice 
hinder, ralhcr than help, real 
solutions? 

Hciberl Wehner makes no bonc.s 
about his reservations w iih respect 
to the Venice dccluruiion of the 
European Contmuniiy. "1 find it 
w;orrying,'' he says, "ihul we wum to 
extricate ourselves with such for- 
mulas frum taking account ol the 
concerns und anxieties that engage 
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most of the people in Isruel. I do not 
think that the European lurcign 
ministers who adopted that "wise'' 
resolution have dtme their duty. 
And I hope that we here in Ger- 
many will realize that we have a 
special obligation to Israel. We 
Germans cannot laydown any rules 
of conduct for Israel from the plat- 
form of the European Community. 

We must make that clear also to the 
other members of the Community. 

It is inadmissible to isolate Israel, js 
is sometimes the case in the United 
Nations, also by EC resolutions like 
those of Venice. We Germans must 
he more conscious of the founda- 
lions of the relations between the 
two countries. 

"Those who have lived ihreiugh 
two world wars and the years 
between them must see to it that it 
does not happen again, und that uui 
relations with Is'ntel are not reduced 
to a formality." 

I menlioiied to Herbert Wehner 
Ihal just before our eonversulion. 
the German public had been in- 
censed hy President Reugan's deci- 
sion to build the neutron bomb — a 
weapon designed spccirienlly lor the 
European theatre — without prior 
eonsiiliaiion with the Federal 
Republic. Could one not have ex- 
pected that Germany would consult 
Isruel before joining a resoliiiion 
like that of Venice? And if the ol- 
ficiul relations were embiiiered. 
should one not expect u govcnimcni 
led by the SPD to consult, informal- 
ly, ui least the Labour Puny in 
Israel? 

My question provokes a bitter re- 
jection of Prime Minister Begm's 
attacks on Chuiicetlor Helmut 
Schmidt before the Israeli elections 
and. he says, for years before them. 
These "unw arranted, pitiless, total- 
ly unjustified attacks" explain why 
Helmut Schmidt keeps his distance 
from Israel's present government. 
Nevertheless, Wehner thinks ihui 
the Chancellor should visit Lsruel. 
und regrets that he has not so lur 
done so. His own aililudc to the 
Venice resoliiliun. in any cum;. r> 
well known both to Chancellor 
Schmidt and to I'oreign Minister 
Hans-Dicirieh Genseher. 

AG.MN .AND again. Herbert 
Wehner — himself an exile during 
the Hitler years, deprived of his 
German eilizcn.ship — comes biiek 
to Germany's moral. duly towards 
Isruel. "We must make sure that the 
past is not forgotten and that our 
reluiiims with Israel are not only 
those with a small und embattled 
country, but that they also expres.su 
moral obligation. This obligation 
rests not only on the shoulders ol 
(he past generations, but ulso on 
those of the young. It is u duty of 
conscience expressed us a politiOul 
duty." 

Far from pretending to see nor- 
malcy in the Germun-fsraeii- 
relationships or striving to establish 
it. people like Herbert Wehner. 
eiiiphulically reject it- U is. on the 
cpnlrary, a . very special* 
relationship. 'and will rqhtain so for- 
the foreseeable future. 
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ANNEMARIE RENGER. a strong 
supporter of Chancellor Helmut 
.Schmidt, is also one of Israel's 
staunchest friends in Bonn. In addi- 
tion to Iveing the vice-president of < 
the Bundestag, she is also the 
ehairmun of the Israeli-Ocrniaii 
Parluimentury Union. She has been 
one of the strongest opponents of 
any German arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia. 

In .in interview' with Dvr Spivtivl 
last January, she rejected her inter- 
viewer's suggestion that Isniel might 
he made io understand that Ger- 
many has to secure its oil supplies 
through arms sales, or the sugges- 
tion that the relations between 
Israel and Gcrmuny have become 
normal to the point where moral 
eonsideration.s were no longer 
necessary. 

“Although there is svithoiii doubt 
It nornutlizaiion in the relations 
between the two stales." she 
replied, "the moral background of 
the German-Lsrneli relations cannot 
disappear from our minds lor 
generations to come.'* 

When her Spiegel inierxicwer 
mentioned that Ihc chuncellor hud 
from lime to lime x'oiccd the view 
liiui the burden of (he Nazi past 
iiiusi some day he regarded as 
ended, Renger replied Ihal although 
the eliildren and grandchildren ol 
Germans x>f the Nuzi generation 
must not hear its debt and guilt, 
they. loo. cannot .simply divorce 
themselves from the hi.storical con- 
text. as if nothing hud happened. 

So much for Mrs. Renger's at- 
titude to the basic nature of the 
German-lsraeli relationship, and to 
its implications as a central issue ol 
current policy. When I interviewed 
her in Bonn, my Hrsi question was 
how, in her view, the German 
government might real firm its sup- 
port for Israel's e.xisieiiee and 
seeuriiy despite Ihc Venice declara- 
tion of lust June. 

Mrs. Renger feels that there is no 
jusiificuiion for regarding the Near 
Hast policy of the European Com- 
munity as opposed, in principle, to 
Israel's policies, Germany views 
■Israel's right to exist and right to 
security as central, a position which 
is ulso slated in the Venice declara- 
tion. The Federal Republic, she af- 
firmed, stands completely behind 
the Camp David accords, und hopes 
that the peace process will continue 
and that the additional steps heces- 
sai>' for a comprehensive solution of 
the conflict will also be taken. 

PEACE IN the Middle East, she 
e<»uinued, is something that can be 
achieved only by the parties to the 
conflict themselves. And without 
Israel's free consent there con be no 
peace, 

1 asked whether the explicit or 
implicit recognition of the PLO — 
the recognition of the right of 
.scir-delerminulion for the Palesti- 
nians up to and Including' the c.x- 
tabllshmcnt of u Palestinian slate — 
does not, in her view, superficially 
satisfy the aspirations of the Pulcsli- 
niunx, while possibly making u solu- 
tion of the conflict more difficult. 

"I personally considered the 
mention of the PLO in the Venice 
declaration us less than helpful.*', 
she replied, "and would advise the 
F.uropeiin.s to be more restrained. 
Guarantees for security in the Mid- 
dle Ea.st ure beyond their capacity. 

"However. I must add that there 
is no recognition .of the PLO by 
Germany — if only because We.: 
recognizer only siulc.s, und not 
orgunizmion.s. 

"In addition, the Venice decluni- 
lion mentions the PLO only us .one 
of the relevunl forces in the. Middle 
Eiisi. The corieerhed parly in this is- 
. sue is the Palestinian people. whi>.' 


A testing time 


With the growing desire of the Europeans to strengthen their ties to 
the Arab states, German-lsrael relations are undergoing a severe test. 
Only by supporting Camp David can Germany withstand this test, 
Bundestag vice-president ANNEMARIE RENGER tells Meir Merhav. 


w'iihin its right to scll- 
determinaiion, must decide who 
should rcpreseiii it. The PLO can- 
not claim exclusive rcprcscnitilion. 
The Federal Republic in no way 
wanl.s to pre-empt the right to .scll- 
deierminulion and lakes no suind 
on a Pale.stininn .stale. 

"The chancellor has always 
spoken of 'sliile siruclure.s,' which 
may mean uatonoiny. a confedcru- 
lioi), or independent statehood. I 
repeat. I believe only (he parties to 


the conflict ciin solve it, und that 
nothing can be uehieved withual 
Ismel or in disregard of it. Thut is 
clear for German policy." 

WHAT WILL BE the future ol 
Oerman-lsnieli relations? Will rela- 
tions he affected by who is at the 
helm of govcrnmeiu in Israel? 

Mrs. Renger draws a sharp line 
between the ufficiul relations 
heiween governments und the rela- 
tions between oTfined political par- 


ties. Even the recent tension, she 
said, has made no real difference in 
the relations between the govern- 
ments. 

She concluded our conversation 
with the urfirmalion that Germany 
very much desires lu maintain and 
sircnglhmi her rchilionships with 
Israel, and said that she islhercforu 
upliinistic about the future. 

Her definition of the special 
charuelcrof these rdntianships. and 
the tests to which they are subjected 


at present, are aptly given in an arti- 
cle in the Tribune, a periodical 
devoted to promoting an under- 
standing of Jewry. 

History, she writes, excludes any 
po.ssibiliiy that cool calculation ol 
policy will determine the relulion.s 
between the two countries. For 
many years, it was easy to maintain 
the special relationship, because 
their spheres of interest did not in- 
tersect. 

But the growing desire of the 
Europeans to intensify their tics 
with the Western-oriented Arab 
states, und their resultant insistence 
on Q solution of the Israeli-Arah 
conflict, huve pul the moral criteria 
applied to Germun-lsraeli relaliuns 
to u severe test. 

Only by support uf the Camp 
Duvid peace process, Mrs. Renger 
writes, nnd by refraining from any 
act that would change the balance 
of power in the Near East to Israel's 
disadvantage, can that test be stood. 


No other bank knows both 
Israel and the Federal Republic 
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We - the Israel Continental Banlc - are a banlc under joint 
Israeli-German-management, founded by Banlc Hapoalim 
(Tel Aviv) and Banlc & Gemeinwirtschaft (Franlcmrt). 

Our object is to expand trade relations between Israel and 
Germany, as well as between Israel and the other EEC countries. 

We handle your foreign exchange transactions and arrange 
financing for your imports and exports. We can be just as helpful in 
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THE BANK fur Oemeinwirtschafi ^ 

— the counterparty in the Federal ^pS 

Republic of Germany, of Bonk B5 

Hapoalim in — is, as far as 

Israel is concerned, more than a ^0^ 

bank. It has for many years been 
one of the most important agencies 

in building not only commercial and H^L H 

financial bridges to Israel, but also VIA 

in terms of political, cultural and 

'“““‘Jnniiy -of ih. Bank fur Common democratic values as a basis 

for ties between the two countries are 
io;,»rr“^oop«.r;' stressed by DR. DIETHER HOFFMANN, 
IS:‘“^"I,:\adir‘;ra^l4'J', of foe Bank fur Gemeinwirtschaft, 

I to the Post's Economic Editor. 


natural vehicle for establishing 
close tics with Israel These have 
been particularly fostered since Dr. j 
Walter Hesselbuch, the bank's | 
former chairman, took it upon 
himself. In the early sixties, when 
the former constituent banks were 
fused into the BfG, to develop a 
close relationship between Ger- 
rdhny and Israel. 

On the Israeli side, the rapid ex- 
pansion of Rank Hapoalim, and 
particularly its outward drive into 
foreign business since the early Six- 
ties. when Ya'acov Levinsohn 
became chairman of Bank 
Hapoalim, provided the counter- 
part. 

The BfQ is today the fourth- 
largest supra-re^ional bank in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. If 
the regional bunks are included, it 
ranks ninth in terms of its balance 
sheet total, whivli for the end of 
1980 came to DMbO.Sb. on a con- 
solidated basis, including its 
dependencies and subsidiaries. The 
BfG represents the consolidation 
into a single banking institution democratic niovcmenl before 
operoting throughout the Federal Hitler. 

Republic, of six separate banks These close lies make the BfG 
owned by the trade unions and con- not only a vantage point from which 
sumer cooperatives which hud their the commercial and financjal rela- 
aniccedenis in workers' banks.es- tions between Germany and Israel 
tablished during the Weimar can be observed, but also for their 
Republic, bter expropriated by the evaluation in a broader context. 
Hitler regime, and, after their re- ranging from the political to the 
establishment in 1949 and 1950, in- historical, with all their painful 
itially prevented from fusing by u ProbJematfk. 
policy of' the Allies that sought to Moshe Hess, formerly a senior 
decentralize the German banking diplomat in Israel's foreign se^^ ice. 
system. and now a manager of the BfG, as 

When the Allied prohibitions on well as managing director of the 
bank mergers were lifted, these Gcrmon-lsraeli Chamber of Corn- 
separate banka merged in 1958 into merce, points out that the BIG has 
a new, aupra-regional institution close connections not only with 
which quickly regained, and surpas- Bank Hapoalim, but also with Bank 
sed, the financial importance the Lcumi. with a joint investment in 
workers' banks had before the the Tiberias Hot Springs and the 
Second World War. Much like Ganei Hamel Hotel in Tiberias. 
Bank Hapoalim in Israel, the BIG, In Israel's exports to Germany, 
although still strongly imbued with a Hess sees a gradual structural 
socio-economic outlook that con- change: while consumer goods still 
forma with Us ownership by the predominate in Israel's exports, the 
trade unions and the consumer high-technology products that lend 
cooperatives, it operates os acorn- Israel's industrial development have 
merclnl bunk in oil respects. begun to gain a foothold. The BfG. 

he says, helps this trend, in which 
THE ISRAELI connection oc- the dissemination of knowledge 
copies a special role in the BfG'snc- about Israel's production potential 
tiviiies. Its p.'irtnership, with Bank is crucial. Events such ns the Israel 
Hapoalim. in the Israel Coniinenlnl Hay ia.nt May, organized at the 
Bank is one of three involvements Chamber of Trade and Industry in 
in foreign banking institutions By Dusseldorf with the active as- 
1977, inure than half of ihe import.s sistance of the premier of 
of Germany from Israel were Rhcinlund-Wcslphalia. Johannes 
financed by Ihe Bl'G. anti K quarter Kau, one of Israel's staunchest 
of all German exports to Israel. The friends, help to muke German 
close lie.s between the trade-union- businesses belter acquiiinicd with 
owned bank and its Israeli counter- what Isruel has to offer be.sidcs 
part go back further than the post- oranges and fashion goods, 
war efforts of the Federal Republic With regard to German invesl- 
to cement connections with Israel, ments in Israel, Moshe Hess secs 
They have their roots in an earlier one of the main difTicuities in that 
hislOfv, to the ties between the Germans, who are more inflation- 
Israeli labour movement and itiy than any other nation, cannot 
German Social Democracy in the grasp what it means to have an infla- 
Weimar period, and even before., tion of 100 or ISO per cent a year. 
Ziomsl leaden like Peretz Naphlali Thai is also one of the centrul 
or Franz Oppcnheimer, had been. . poinu made by Dr. Diether Hoff- 
prominent in Germany's social- mann, whose function in the 
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A joint inwstmtnt by BfG and Bank HapoaUm in the Tiberias Hot Springs. 


Zionist leaden like Peretz Naphlali 
or Franz Oppcnheimer, had been 
prominent in Germany's social- 


management of the BfG includes 
relations with Israel as a prominent 
part of his responsibility for the 
BfG's international transactions. 

Dr. Hoffmann sees the relations 
between Germany and Israel as 
quite normal, but to some extent 
running into growing difriculiics. As 
emerges from the course of the in- 
terview, there is an abnormal sub- 
stratum to Ihe normalcy, and the 
difficulties are more political than 
economic. 

Dr. Hoffmann cannot be 
regarded as just another German 
banker. The lies of the BfG with 
Israel ore so close, that people like 
Dr, Hoffmann almost talk about 
Israel as "one of us." Present 
economic policies in Israel ^ which 
he admits he cannot fathom fully ^ 
create an atmosphere of uncer- 
tainty. The preoccupation of the 
government with political issues 
may have pushed economic policy 
issues into Ihe background, but 
Finance Minister Yoram Aridor's 
policy, which has pushed up 
domestic consumption, generuics u 
feeling of uneasiness. 

Israel, Dr. Hoffmann believes, 
has a solid foothold in the German 
market. Even her agricultural e.x- 
ports, although threatened by the 
entry of Spain, Portugal and Greece 
into the European Common Market 
and the anticipated suhsidi/.itlion of 
their agricultural products, are not 
in serious jeopardy. The govern- 
ment of the i-ederul Republic, he 
says, is aware of the difficulties thui 
may be caused for Israel ~ and 
adds that he himselfhos done hisbil 
to make the government uware of 
the dangers. He is confident that a 
reasonable solution will be found. 
Israel, he adds with a dash of 
cynical realism, must perhaps 
somewhat exaggerate the risks she 
faces so as to make her point in the 
nMOliations with the German and 
EC Buthdrilies.- 

Dr. Hqffmann also sees signs of o 


gradual shift in the structural com- 
position of Israeli exports to Ger- 
many. High-technology products, 
on the borderline between con- 
sumer goods and capital goods, 
such as medical equipment, are 
beginning to gain a foothold. Tbere 
is, however, not yet any 
breakthrough in heavy industry 
proper. There, much depends on 
Israel's production and supply 
capabilities, and on the dissemina- 
tion of information and marketing 
efforts. 

However, a predominant factor, 
in Dr. Hoffmann's view, is the 
negative image created by Israel's 
high inflation rale. "Nobody in Ger- 
many," he says, "can understand 
Israel's mechanism of Indexation. In 
Germany, tremendous political and 
economic effort.s arc made to bring 
inflation down by one per cent, 
from six per cent a year to five, und 
an Israeli inflation of 100, I.^U, 150 
per cent is almost impossible to ex- 
plain to Gerniiin businessmen, 
politicians dealing with economic 
affairs, bunkers and others. Is is 
almost impossible to make people 
understand that, while inriaiiuii is ii 
problem, it docs not really nffcct 
Israel's basic economic stiinditig 
und performance." 

The BfG, Dr. Huri'niann says, hux 
played a specially imporiani role in 
the forging of the relations between 
_ the two countries in the pusi 50 
^ years. For the first 10 years, the B IG 
I (hefore its conslitulctil banks 
« merged) restricted itself to col- 
ra laborating with (he Israeli represvii- 
J tations in Germany, und mainly 
made available its financial services 
for the trade relations between the 
two countries. 

Since the Sixties, Or. Hoffmann 
says, relations have become much 
closer, especially since Dr. Walter 
Hesselboch. Ihe ''grand old man" of 
the BfG, took over the Israeli 
business of the bunk with u special 
involvement and dedication. From 
the Sixties, and during the Seven- 
ties, the lies with Israel achieved a 
new level, particularly with Bunk 
Hapoalim. 

These relations, he adds, arc not 
only commercial and flnanciol, but 
have also created deep personal 
friendships on all levels of manage- 
I meni on both sides, and not only 
I between (he banks, but also with in- 
dustrial enterprises such as Koor, 
Todiran, Israel Chemicals, Elscint 
I and others. Although the BIG has 
I no monopoly over relations with 
Israel its special standing in these 
reloiionships makes for an intense 
interest in everything that happens 
i in Israel "The only foreign paper I 
i- read regularly," he adds by way of 
I illusirution, "is The Jerusalem Post . " 

k in answer to a question whether 
1 the perceptible detcriorolion of 

j political relations between Ger- 

many and Israel has also affected 
I. trade and finances. Dr. Hoffmann 
n says that they have hud no effect 
that cun be put into figures, but that 
c the atmosphere is definitely worse 
c than it u.sed to be. People who were 
t deeply involved in Ihe relationships 
if between (he two countries have 
It been put off recently. The readiness 
I- to support Israel, over and above 
c just doing business with her, has fal- 
K len off, and the human relationships 
d arc always important for entering a 
it new area of cooperation, for open- 
)f ing up new opportunities and ex- 
B tending the scope of the lies 
i. between the two countries. 


RELATIONSHIPS between Ger- 
many and Israel, Dr. Hoffmann 
concedes in answer to a question, 
can hardly be regarded as normal, 
as between any other two countries. 
Perhnps the . smooth relationships 
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during the Seventies generated a 
sense of complacency, and that has 
been shaken by the recent 
deterioration — which is not (he 
sole responsibility of one side. 

The relationship between Ger- 
many and Israel, Dr. HofTmann 
says, has two important aspects — 
the post, and the present. "I am the 
last to deny the historical respon- 
sibility of the Federal Republic 
toward Israel." he says, "but I do 
not think that should be (he basis of 
the relationship for our children, 
who should not carry this burden 
from one generation to ihe next" 

As for the present and future. Dr. 
Hoffmann attaches much more im- 
portance to (he commonality of 
democratic values between Israel 
and Germany, and Europe in 
general. "Israel is the only cotintry 
belween Athens and Tokyo which 
has a common basis of values w'ith 
Europe, as purl of n cultunil un- 
iverse that stretches from Tel Aviv 
to San Francisco." 

To my question whether there is 
not, nevertheless, a special dimen- 
sion to the relations hctw'een Ger- 
many and Israel, which would re- 
main different even if there was 
another deniocruiic couniry 
hetween Athens and Tokyo, iiiul my 
objeciion that demticralic v;iliic.s 
are, after all, still new and fragile in 
Germany. Dr, Hoffmami siiy.s that 
the terms "democratic values" Is 
rather to be understood ».s a 
shorihund expression lor a whole 
complex of shared social and 
human values. 

These values, he sayx.arc not a 
gift of heaven, but arc something 
that evolves over centuries. Com- 
mon values therefore imply a com- 
monality of history — In its negative 
as well us in its positive munifesia- 
tions, so lhal the emphasis on the 
present and future basis of the 
relationships after all brings u.s back 
to history. 

True, Dr. Hoffmann says, 
democracy in Germany is still 
young. Economic policy is. in pan. 
beset by anxiety that high inflation 
or unemployment may endanger it. 
Yet, the democratic systcm.in Ger- 
many has already lasted for a 
generation, more than under (be 
Weimar Republic, and seems to be 
in no danger from extremists of eaher 
right or left, or from adverse 
economic conditions. "There is a 
great difference between the 
democratic regime of (he Weimar 
Republic and that which we have 
today. Today, only a very few peo- 
ple weep fool's tears over Hitler. 
But in (he Weimar Republic, very 
many mourned the Kaiser's Reich, 
and the Weimar Republic was never 
really able to cope with defeat in 
World War I." 

Democratic values, Dr. Hoff- 
mann believes, are stable and as- 
sured — and these values necessari- 
ly mean a concern of the state for 
the citizen, rather than an 
authoritative state. Democracy 
means a welfare state — and that is, 
to a high degree, the social 
philosophy common to Germany 
and Israel 

Can commercial and financial 
relationships between countries be 
considered in isolation from 
political, social, ideologicol 
regards? Perhaps they can, when 
the basis of the relationships is in- 
itially limited to these narrow 
aspects. When commercial and 
financial relationships ore 
themselves the outcome of a much 
more deeply-founded network of 
ties, there is no way of considering 
the' business ties in isolation. Least 
of all, in the case of Germany, with 
which Israel will, for a long time to 
come, have a tortured relationship. 
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DR. HILDEGARD Hamm-Briicber 
a leading figure in the Free i 

Democratic Party. Secrcturv ol J 

Slate (deputy minister) in the 
Federal Republic's foreign ulTice. ^ 
and active in the Protesuinl 
Church.isoneorthoseCcrmans I'nr I 
whom Germany'^ attitude towards [ 
Israel is a matter of conscience, 
moral and historical responsibilitx . n 

It is an historical responsibilit> (also ti 

of Germans loward.x thcmKelxes. Ii 

loxvards an understanding of their ‘ 

present amd future from their r 

history) in which the colleclixc t 

awareness of responsibility for w hat 
the Hitler regime did in the name of 
Germany must be kept alive not [“ 
only in the older generation, but 
also among the future generations. 

Cotnpim.‘d with the Fifiie.s ami 
Sixties, she .sees a much greater 
awareness today among GermaiiN's 
younger generation of the problems 
posed by history for Germanv'.s pre- 
sent and future. Like many oilicr>. 

Dr. Hamm-Brucher aliribiiies 
much of this rekindling ot iiucresi 
to the Hoheuiisi television series, 
but she alsi) sees evidence in the in- 
crea.scil imrticipatiun of youlli in 
church activities. 

The extremists on the Right, who 
are aiiit-SemUic. and lh<ise on ihc 
Lcfi. whs>sc anti-Zionism has the 
stinic roots, are in reality a muiiM 
iniiiorily, although their xocaliu 
gives the hnpression that they are 
more innuemial than they really 
are. she feels. 

However, despite the revival *»t 
interest and involvemem in recent 
years, the majority remains ignoram 
and indifferent. Dr. Hamm-Bruchei 
says. Their home upbringing and 
their school education have given 
them no knowledge of what has 
happened — and she secs the 
responsibility for remedying thai :is 
the continuing task ol the preseni 
genenuion. 

Dr. Hamm-Brucher. whose ol- 
ficial position undcrslandnbly com- 
pels her to be somewlnil cir- 
cum^ci when talking about of- 
ficial policy issues of the day. 
nevertheless has one observation on 
how Israeli attitudes should be 
judged that would be music in the 
ears of many Israelis. 

On the demand for an Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied ter- 
ritories, she says: "Which country, 
in the history of mankind, has ever, 
of its own free will and after having 
won a war, given up territory oc- 
cupied for Ihe sake of its own 
security? I always remind my com- 
patriots lhal we Germans were not 
prepared to give up territory even 
though we lost two wars, and that it 
look us nearly three decades until 
we were rftady to recognize the 
Otkr-Nefsse frontier (between the 
Federal Republic and the DDR) — 
and many still do not accept that 
even now. 

"1 ihcrerore find it very unjust." 
she continues, "to demand of Israel, 
from a vantage point here in Ger- 
many, simply to vacate without 
further ado, the occupied arcus — 
withooi seourily, wiibtfui 
guarantees, and in addition, to 
negotiate such a withdrawal with 
y«nir deadly cnemle.s. 

"This position towards Israel. I 
cunnot accept," Dr. Hiinim- 
Brucher sums up. "cither person- 
nally. as a politician, or in my of- 
fieial capacity — and in this rCspeet 
Israel is being judged by. a double 
standard, Israel has mUde.misiuke.v. 
in its occupation policy — but . to de- 
mand of it to do what we were not 
prepared to' do even after we lost' 
two wars — that is purliculuriv inap- 
propriate for lis Germans."- ■ 

Any bbsic change In the Federal 
Rcpublic*s;policy towards Israel i.v 


Germany must do all it can to sow trust and confidence 
in Israel, according to DR. HAMM-BRUCHER, of the Free 
Democratic Party, in conversation with Meir Merhav. 

more apparent than real, according that where Israel is concerned, while opinion in 



more apparent than real, according that where Israel is concerned, while opinion in the FDP is divided 

to Dr. Hamm-Brucher. *Thcre is. of critic! m of the nederal gov- about equally, 

late, an effort towards a greater ernmenl cuts across parly lines 

"Europeanization" of foreign (n Germany. In the CDU-CSU op- AS FOR THE future. Dr. Humm- 

poliey. and that may have crciiied position, there is more support for Brucher believes that relations 

the impression of a shift in policy. the federal government's policy between Germany und Israel must 

Dr. Hamm-Brucher observes towards Israel than in the SPD. he cemented further by mainlaining 


an uninterrupted dialogue on all 
levels, including the highest — and 
that is also how Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dieirich Genschcr sees it. 
Germany for her part, she thinks, 
must do all she can to sow trust and 
confidence in Israel — "and I. in my 
small way, try to do my best in that 
direction. 

"Perhaps the relations between 
our two countries needed the lest of 
some tension," Dr. Hamm-Brucher 
concludes, “otherwise people might 
have come to believe that no further 
effort is needed, as if oil that needs 
to be done has already been done." 


When you work 
with Continental Bank, 
you've got three banks 
behind you. 



Two of the world's largest banks 
stand behind Israel Continental Bank: 

Bank fuer Gemeinwirtschaft AG of Germany, 
and Bank Hapoalim BM of Israel. 

As a client, you'll command Continental's 
excellent connections with the international 
banking community, and its financial 
weight— the punch needed to carry out 
sizable transactions. 

And with all of Continental Bank's power 

and capability, you'll still find it 

the kind of bank you like to deal with. 

Personalized attention. No big-bank bureaucracy. 
And Continental makes things happen —fasti 




Continental- international banking at work. 
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Axel Springer with Prime MMsier Begin 


(Rublnjicr) 


GERMAN publisher Axel Springer 
applauds the decision of The 
JerujofeM Post to bring out a special 
supplement on Germany at this 

time. 1 ^^^ Chancellor Konrad 
Adenauer told me repeatedly that 
one of the tasks of the post-Hiller 
generation in Germany is to remain 
loyal friends of the Israeli people. 
And [ am happy to report that even 
if there are clouds on the paliticol 


horigon from time to time, the ma- 
jority of the German people want 
the Israelis to live in peace and 
security. The Camp David ogrec- 
menu were hailed by most of my 
countrymen, and we all hope for a 
successful realization of Anwor 
Sadat's legacy, which we under- 
stand as follows: The Israelis have u 
legitimate place in the Middle East, 
and they, like all other nations in 
the region, have a right to pence." 


An all-weather friend 

Johannes Rau, Prime Minister of North-Rhine- 
Westphalia, is called 'Our Israeli', by his 
colleagues, the Post's special correspondent 
in Germany learns. 


HE CLAIMS he knows three words 
in Hebrew: "Ani ohev otah" i\ love 
you.) Prime Minister of North 
Rhine-Westpbalia. the largest state 
in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many (17 million inhabitants!. 
Johannes Rau has already visited 
Israel eight limes. From his words 
and his actions, it is abundantly 
clear that Israel is an object of his 
love. 

“! wras raised in a deeply religious 
Protestant family," says Rau, who 
still maintains his strong religious 
ties and who at the same time is a 
leader in his Social Democratic 
party. “I grew up on the Old Testa- 
ment — and that is when I first 
began to love all that is connected 
with Israel and the people of 
Israel." His party colleagues call the 
bachelor politician 'who recently 
celebrated his 30th birthday, "Our 
Israeli." 

7 he list of his "Israeli connec- 
tions" is long and impressive. He is 
a member of the Deutsch- 
Israelische Gesellschnft, active on 
behalf of friends of the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, iu well a& 
the Ben-Gurion University in 
Reersheba, Nnamul projects, the 
NVizo-sponsored Theodor Heuss 
house in Jufra. He is a co-founder of 
the Jewish-Chrislian Society and un 
active participant in the Gemian- 
Israell Economic Orgiini/alion. 

He is proud of the fact ihui his 
mUivc city, Wuppertal, was the first 
in Germany to have found un Israeli 
•‘twin’* — Deershebu. 7 he Univer- 
sity of the city of Aachen, aho within 
the jurisdiction nf North-Rhine- 
Westphalia, has a special agreement 
with the University of Haifa for ex- 
changes of students and professors. 
"Although we are the largest, we 
are not the richest state in the 
reJernI Republic (that is. Baden- 
W&rtembcrg). but no other state 
does us much for Isrul os docs 
ours," the Prime Minister told The 
Jerusalem Port during an interview 
squeezed in between high-level 
budget discussions. 

Johannes Rau'slirst visit to Israel 
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Lack of cordiality 

Leading SPD economist Walter Hesselbach bemoans, the current dearth of 
close personal contacts between government leaders in Bonn and Jerusalem. 


took place at the end of the 1950s — 
it was one of the very first organized 
German groups to come to the 
Jewish state. The group wus led by 
Prior Grueber, "A man." explains 
the Prime Minister, "who supplied 
passports for Jews in Berlin so they 
could get out, a righteous Christian 
in whose name there is a forest in 
Israel. He was the only German 
witness in the Eichmann trial," adds 
Rau. 

On all his visits to brael. he 
declares, he has made friends 'Tram 
Nahariya to Eilat, and 'they cross 
party lines." Sometime in spring 
1982 a delegation of North-Rhine- 
Westphalia dignitaries, with Rau 
among them, is planning to pay an 
official visit to Israel. It will be 
Rau's ninth. 

.As for the recent acr.impnious 
verbal exchange between the 
leaders of Israel and Germany, the 
"Unjust attack of Begin on 
Schmidt." as he puls it. Rau 
believes it will leave a biller sedi- 
ment and do harm for n long time. 
He feels the right vvoy is to 
ameliorate the countries, so ihiit 
"old prejudices can be cumhuiied 
and newr prejudices prevented. 

"We were worried that the new 
situation would interrupt the irufl'ic 
belween the two countries, but 1 am 
glad we were wrong. You know ,*' he 
adds (icnsivciy. "for us Oermuns it 
is espcciiilly dimculi. Because uf 
our past, we cannot presume to he 
judges. And when we do offer ad- 
vice, we must be particularly curel ul 
Kow we do that. 

"But.'*, he suys, "rriends remain 
friends. You don't hove to be u 
friend of u particular government ~ 
they come and go to be a friend 
of people. We shnil go our laborious 
way together toward better days." 

And Johannes Rau, who stood -- 
and stands — firmly opposed to the 
European Venice declaration, con- 
cludes the interview with the hope 
that the Camp David process will 
keep moving forward toward its 
goal — peace in (he Middle East. 


WALTER HESSELBACH, one of 
the leading economists of Ger- 
many's Social Democratic Party, 
wears many hats. A founder and 
former chairman of the German 
trade unions Bank Fur 
Gemeinwirtschafi, he is now the 
choirmnn of the board of the bank's 
vast bolding company, the 
Beteiligungsgesellschaft fur 
Gemeinwirtschafi, chairman of the 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung the 
SPD*s special foundation which 
sponsors cultural, educational and 
development programmes around 
the globe and president of the 
Deutsch-Israelische Wirtschnfls- 
vereinigung — the equivalent of a 
German-lsrael Chamber of Com- 
merce. to name just a few of his 
numerous responsibilities. 

But for Israel, Hesselbach's most 
inportunt hat is that of the first 
leading German financier who 
sought and brought direct German 
investments to the Jewish state. The 
BfG — as the trade union's bunk is 
known in Germany by its initials — 
and its holding company urv 
blacklisted in the Arab world 
because of their direct business con- 
neciions with Israel. Hesselbach. 
who has become used to being 
blacklisted, would be happy if the 
Arab ban were lifted. He believes 
that modernization and in- 
dustrialization in the Arab world 
would help the peace process. 
There is need for o new setup in the 
relations between (he West and the 
Arab world which w ill not be bused 
only on oil. he holds. Already today. 
German-Arab economic interests 
are for broader than just the supply 
of Arab oil, he says. German con- 
struction projects in Arab countries 
such as Saudi Arabia and Iraq 
provide an important outlet for 
Germany's excess building 
capacity. Hesselbach explains 
medium-size Gcrmanemreprencurs 
often cannot afford to ruin relations 
with Arab business partners by 
trading with Israel. But German 
contacts in the Arab world could 
also be useful in creating a belter 
clirnate for peace with Israel, he 
maintains. 

He cites as an example efforts by 
German representatives to per- 



Dr. Walter Hesselbach 

suade the Saudis to make some 
more positive statements about pos- 
sible accommodation with Israel. 
Saudi Arabia's oil minister Yamuni 
was guest of the Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation earlier this year and on 
second thought Hesselbach regrets 
tiut he chose not to nliend the func- 
tion with Ynmuni, v^-hom he regards 
us un intelligent and wise man. 
Sometimes u passing conversation 
can go a long way. he says. ABer all, 
the furthering of peace could also 
help the Saudis in preventing 
dangers of internal revolution. Hex- 
sclbach holds, stressing at the same 
time that he sees West Europe's 
"dancing" around Arafat us wrong. 

Although there i.s certainly a 
change in the political climate in 
Bonn, Hesselbach still believes (hat 
the long-standing relations between 
Germany and Israel have not 
changed basically. What is lucking 
today are the cordial and often 
close personal contacts between 
government leaders in Bonn and 
Jerusalem. It is difficult, of course, 
to follow the special personal rela- 
tions which prevailed between Ben- 
Gurion and Adenauer, he explains, 
but even Golds Meir, who certainly 
had strong reservations regarding 
her contacts with German leaders, 
had important high-level relations 
with key German politicians. 

The same applied, of course, to 
two other former Israel Prime 
Ministers, Levy Eshkol and Yilzhuk 
Rabin. They all "ate quite a bit of 
salt together," os (he saying goes, 
Hesselbach recalls, singling out the 


late Finance Minister Pinhas Supir. ' 
who was tike a "rock in the xeu" 
vvhen it came to fostering econuipici:'; 
relations between both counlriCk'.^/ 
Hesselbach bemoans this lack 
cordiality. ]n the relations loday^ 
between German and Israel goverh-: 
ment leaders as making it even, 
more difncult to get German im- 
porters to become more Israel- 
minded. The same applies also to 
present readiness by Qermun 
businessmen to invest in Israel, 
which certainly has become weaker 
today. 

He regrets that he has never been 
invited by prime minister 
Menachem Begin for talks. After 
all, he feels, he could be of some as- 
sistance through contacts in the 
Arab world, like those of the 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation. 

Atithough Hesselbach is reluc- 
tant to speak about Isruel's 
economy, he is convinced lliul i( 
cannot gu on much longer with its 
galloping inflation. One must upply 
brukes before long to change the 
trend gradually, he says, stressing 
that this also means the gradual cut- 
ting of subsidies. One of Israel's 
main problems Is that political con- 
siderations have a major impact on 
economic decisions, thus giving the 
public mood far too much in- 
duence. Israel's econony does not 
need economic theories, but good 
common sense, he holds. He 
believes at the same time that given 
Israel’s strategic value for the West, 
certain parts of Israel's defence and 
security expenditures should not be 
part of its regular budget. He sug- 
gested this to Henry Kissinger at the 
lime. 

HESSELB.ACH’S staunch ond 
devoted friendship for Israel is un- 
questionable. He also has ^ecial 
personal roots here — Sabra 
grandchildren, since one of his 
daughters morried an Israeli and 
lives near Michmoret. An active 
member of Germany’s Socialist 
Youth before Hitler, he had mony 
Jewish friends at the time and is 
oBen surprised how fast he can 
again make friends in Israel after 
the Nazi period, despite the terrible 
tragedy of the Holocaust. a.R. 


Transcending the economic ties 


By MACABEE DEAN 
AT F.XACTLY five o'clock in the 
afternoon on April 26, 1967, ihc 
Isrucl-Gerinan Chamber of Cunt- 
mercc and industry wus founded in 
Tel Aviv, and the Dcutsch- 
Israollsche Wirischartvercinigung 
wits founded in Frankfurt u/M. 

"There is something symbolic in 
this timing, for it indicates that we 
were beginning this pariner.^hip us 
equals," says Dr. K.A. Moosberg. 
78, the first President of the Israeli 
body. (He resigned lust year to 
become honorary president. 
Michael Passweg assumed the 
presidency.) Dr. Walter Hesselbach 
became the first President of the 
German body. 

"We, and our German counter- 
parts, began discussing setting up 
these sister organizations as early as 
1962," Dr. Moosberg notes. 
Diplomatic relations were form- 
ally established in I96S, iind- 


this paved the way for Ihc opening 
of negolititions for starting the twin 
chambers in 1966. 

The Deutsche Industrie und 
Handcistag. u scmi-olTicial body, 
even offered to help rmancially in 
selling up the Tel Aviv group, "but 
w'c decline the offer," Dr. 
Moosberg says. This German body 
runs some 30 German Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry abroad in 
as many countries, and one of its 
aims is to step up exports from Ger- 
many. 

"But wc did not want help, 
although it would have cased the 
financial burden we assumed." Dr. 
Moosberg says. "But we quickly 
had 300 Israeli members, including 
representatives of all the large con- 
cerns and exports, including Koor. 

The (wo groups, in Israel and 
Germany, had different reasons for 
setting up the twin societies. For the 
Germans, it was partly political, 
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plus the feeling that they owed 
Israel something in a moral und 
economic sense. . 

"For us. it was maily economic, 
Dr. Moosberg says. "About onc- 
icnlh of Israel’s total exports ond 
imports ore with West Germany: 
but for Germany, their total trade 
with Israel, ever since such irndc 
was iniiuted, has never even 
reached the one per cent mark: 
generally it was only half a per 
cent." 

BUT THE twin chambers soon 
developed a relationship 
transcending the economic, and the 
twin chambers were instrumental in 
helping both countries to find a new 
basis of understanding. They olso 
helped in arranging the visits of 
such distinguished dignataries as the 
late Dr. Adenauer, and Dr. 
Ehrhard, after their terms «s 
chancellors. 
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NORMALCY is (he watchword for 
describing the trade relations 
between the Federal Republic of 
Germany and Israel, no matter 
whom one talks to in Germany. But 
Kurt Lenz, who recently took over 
the Israeli desk in the Federal 
Ministry for the Economy, also 
points to the rapid expansion of the 
commerce between the two 
countries, and to the deminishing 
Israeli deficit. 

According to the German trade 
statistics (which differ from the 
Israeli statistics, ns trade data 
always do because each country 
lists Us exports in f.o.b. values, that 
is net of transportation costs, while 
Us imports ore given in terms of 
C.i.r, that is, freight included) toinl 
trade rose from DM 1.954m. in 1978 
to DM2i416m. in I9S0. Tulul (rude 
thus rose by 23.7 per cent in’two 
yeurs, and most of the gain was on 
the Israeli side, with the deficit 
shrinking from DM322m. in 1978 to 
DM 192m. in 1980. 

The Israeli statistics, which urc in 
U.5. dollars and thus reflect its 
weakening against (ho 
Deutschmark until Inte 1980. show 
even greater gains. Between 1978 
imd 1980, Israeli exports to Ger> 
many rose by 59.2 per cent, from 
S340iti. to S542tn. In the same 
period, imports froin Germany in- 
creased from S590m. to S79lm.. a 
rise of 34 per cent. 

Both on ihc export account and 
on the import account, Germany is 
Israel’s secQnd'lArge.sl trade 
partner. If diamonds are excluded. 
Israeli exports lo German)- even e.t> 
ceed those to the U.S.. which lakes 
nrsl place in Israers foreign trade. 

The German market, which eb- 


High tech 

The trend in Israeli exports to Germany 
is increasingly in the field of electronics, 
the Post's Economic Editor discovers. 


sorbs nearly 12 per cent of Israel's 
lotal^ exports of goods, excluding 
diam''Qnds, is obviously important 
for Israel. But how important, [ ask 
Lenz, is the Isrseli market for Ger- 
many? 

I n Germany's total exports. Israel 
of course accounts for a very mipor 
fraetion — the statistics show it is 
less than half u per cent ~ but 85 
per cent of Germany's trade is with 
the European eoumries. Israel's 
share in German exports to 
developing countries was 2.4 per 
cent in 1978. A comparison with 
two individual countries shows that 
Germany exports to Israel about a 
nftli as much ns to nearby Den- 
mark. and the s.anic to tiic tihini 
Soviet Union. 

Lenz draw'.s another eomparison. 
based on his experience with Asian 
countries: Germany's (rude vsith 
Israel is of the same magnitude as 
with huge India DM 2.4b. «i 
trade with Israel, us against 
DM2.7b. with Indin. Moreover, the 
Israeli market it n stable "bread and 
butter" market. 

I mention the complemeninr) 
structure of (he trade between the 
two countries, wiih Israel selling 
mainly consumer goods and im< 
porting mainly producer goods, and 
ask whether Lenz sees any change 


in this trend. 

According to German statistics, 
(here is u rapid growth in Israeli 
sales of electronical goods und 
equipment — over fiO per cent in 
(he ilrsl half of 1981 compared with 
(he first half of 1980 — nithuiigh the 
absolute volume is still only some 5 
per cent of Germany's toiul imports 
from Israel, 

However, Lenz says (hut even in 
the traditional industries, such as 
textile and apparel, (here is .still con- 
siderable room for expansion. The 
(rend in Europe, as in Israel, is to 
leave the production of the standard 
textile products to less in- 
dustrialized countries, and to .shift 
increasingly lo high-quality 
products. In these. I eiiz .says. Israel 
has been doing very well. Exports ut 
tc.xiile products to Gerimuiy rose l>> 
55 per cent in 1980, and even in ihc 
firsi half of 19HI. u period of reces- 
sion in Germany, the inerciise vs, is 
still 22 per cent compared with the 
first half of 1980. 

I question him with respect to the 
future of Israel's exports of citrus 
fruit and other agricultural products 
— which, according to the German 
data, in (980 accounted for near!) a 
third of the total — unce Spain and 
Portugal join (he European Com- 
munity. Lenz Is confident that ac- 


count will be taken of Israel's dif- 
ficulties. 

The authorities in Bonn, us well 
as those in Brussels, are awure of 
the problems that may arise for 
Israel if the Southern European 
countries are given subsidies for the 
agricultural products they will ex- 
port to the northern members of the 
EC. He is certain that u solution will 
be worked out. Past experience has 
shown, he says, that there is u wil- 
lingness lo help Israel, and that a 
way will be found not lo di.s- 
crlminaie ngainsi her. 

As to the future of the trade 
between the two countries, Lcn/ 
believes that Israel could .still do 
considerably more in promoting her 
exports. Israel, he says, is still miiin- 
ly known for her consuntcr 
produets, ugriculUirul and in- 
dustrial, and only very little with 
respect to her potential in high- 
technology industry. 

The promotion ol' high- 
technology products, he suggests, 
may require a dilTcrent intirkeiing 
approach than those of coii.sumcr 
goods. Sale.s efforts may have to Pc 
directed more spceificully til 
specialized polenliul customers. 
Huriicipalioii in trade rnirs, he m>)n, 
may not be enough, and tnav hnvc 
to be .supplemented with individual 
approaches. 

With regard to direct Gcrmiin in- 
vestments in Israel. Lenz says ilmi 
although the cumulative balance of 
these investments, with some 
DMb2nm., may not be big. Israel 
takes first place in German foreign 
inveitmenls on a per cupfia basis. 
Again comparing with India, he says 
(hat total German investmum in 
that country is n mere DM2tX)m. 


Middaig 

inroads 

By GREER FAY CASHMAN 
THERE are now some 1,600 Israeli 
firms exporting to Germany, reveals 
Meir Livnat, deputy director of the 
European Department Foreign 
Trade Division at Israel's Ministry 
of Industry and Trade. 

Livnat adds that of these, more 
than 800 have sales between Sl.OOti 
und Sl.000.000. Export.^ to the U.S. 
in the sitme sales bracket are made 
by 1,100 Isueli firms. Livnat un- 
derlines the signiricancc of compar- 
ing successes in the two markets in 
that Israelis have » naliiral 
marketing i n f rasi ru e i ii re i n 
America because so many firms do 
business via relatives living ui the 
U.S. This is not the case in Ger- 
many. where a new young genera- 
tion of Israeli exporters is making 
inroads into the German market. 

Most of the nevvcomer.s luve m> 
background in dealing ujih 
Oernums and have had t«> leain 
both a new husinv.ss p}iilo.sop|tv and 
a new language. "V-»u can Uiv in 
Gernnmy in l-nglish." oP.servcd Liv- 
nat, “but if >«vu want to sell in (.icr- 
many, you have (•« speak Oerman." 

The German Mmistiv lor 
Economic Affairs has been most en- 
couraging in (hi.s respect, and spon- 
sored a special seminar in Germany 
for vvould-bc Israeli exporters. Bl- 
national chambers of commerce 
have also been of ussistance in 
promoting Israeli exports, ac- 
cording to Livnat. 


The Deutsch-Israelische Wirtschafts- 
vereinigung E.V. fulfils the function 
of a German-Israel Chamber of 
Commerce and is at your disposal 
for information and the establish- 
ment of contacts, in all German- 
Israel trade matters. 


Die Deutsch-Israelische Wirtschafts- 
vereinigung E.V. ubt die Funktion 
einer deutsch-israelischen 
Handelskammer aus und steht fiir 
Auskiinfte und Vermittlungen im 
Geschaftsbereich Deutschland- 
Israel gerne zur Verfiigung.. 


Deutsch-Israelische Wirtschaftsvereinigung E.V. 

Maiiizer Landstr. 28, 6000 Frankfurt/Main 1 
Tel. (0611) 722821, 2586987 und 2586988 
Telex 412210 


Breitestr. 13, 4000 Diisseldorf 
Tel. 825272. Telex 8587329 


Am Schillertheater 4, 1000 Berlin 12 
Tel. 316015 
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TEL AVIV Labour Council 
secretary Dov Ben-Meir MK ha£ 
for u number of years been devoting 
himself to furthering and deepening 
friendly relations between the peo- 
ples of Israel and the new Germany, 
specifically their trade unions and 
socialist parlies. His latest effort of 
reviving the Israel-German 
Parliamentary Association on his 
election to (he 10th Knesset on the 
Labour Alignment list, was an ex- 
tension on a diFTcrent plane of his 
pioneering work from his Tel Aviv 
power bue, nrsl as secretary of the 
largest labour Parly branch and 
more recently of the Histodrul's 
most important territorial unh. 

As he explained to me, in an in- 
terview, there is an agreement of 
normalization between the govern- 
ments of Israel and Egypt, but this 
has yet to Hlter down to the popula- 
tion, with various professional in- 
terest groups in Egypt fearful (hut 
contact with Israel might damogc 
their connections with other Arab 
countries. In the case of lies with 
West Germany they had proceeded 
along a totally different course. They 
sought to cultivate grnss-roots 
friendship, without any link to 
government level ties, aimed nt es- 
tablishing a popular base for the bi- 
national relationship. Hence the 
stall ilUy in these ties, irrespective of 
changes in government in either 
country. 

Ben-Meir has been telling his 
friends in the Kederol Republic that 
“Israel can be likened to u ship. Just 
because one does not care for (he 
captain, it does not mean that one 
has to help sink the vessel.'* 

Back in 1970, whilst he was Tel 
Aviv party leader, they began to dis- 
cuss with the SPD leadership in 
North-Rhine-Wesiphalia how to 
formalize their friendship into a 
partnership. In 1972, such an agree- 
ment was reached with then SPD 
leader and Minister-President of the 
Land, Heinz Kuhn, today an SPD 
member of the European Parlia- 
ment. The porinership was 
deepened with his successor Johan- 
nes Rau, of whom Ben-Meir speaks 
with affection and admiration. 
Norlh-Rhine- Westphalia is the 
largest Lend of the Biindesrepublic, 
with a population of 17 million out 
of West Germany's 60 million, with 
a sizeable proportion of both SPD 
and DGB members living in this in- 
dustrial and commercial centre. 

Ben-Meir pointed to Rau's pop- 
ularity and personality, which at the 


Grassroots friendship 

A network of ties between the Tel Aviv Labour Party and the North- 
Rhine-Westphalia SPD has been fostered by MK DOV BEN-MEIR. He 
describes the contacts to Post Political Correspondent Mark Segal. 



Dov DeiuMeir and his wife Lily grtft the SPD's Johannes Rau during a visit to Dthseldarf. 


lost elections brought his party a centre and nursery of Na'amm, the OVER THE YEARS there has been 
decisive majority in the ttfnJutg (the Histadrut women's organization in an ongoing network of discussion 
Land parliament). Rau's influence the Baviy quarter ofTelA''iv. It wus groups, symposia on Israei-Germun 
extended far beyond the boundaries named after Marie Juchaez ( 1879- relations within the context of inter- 
as Norlh-Rhine-Wcslphaliu into I9S6], one of the pioneers of the national socialist solidority, ex- 
national SPD politics, and was SPD and iu women's section and change visits of young SPD and 
regarded as one of its lop founder of Arbeiier Wohlfahrt, ihc DGB younger leadership, which 

leadership. Hcncc when the mutual aid insiiiution of Gernum had brought the risinggenerution of 

national party convention chose ihe labour. The centre was inaugurated labour leaders to a greater under- 
13 members of its national by Johannes Ruu. In 197$, Uri standing of Israel's problems. Here, 
.presidium, Rau came Ofth after Aipcrl, his predecessor at the Ben-Mcir saw this relationship in 
SPD chairman W'illy Brandi, Labour Council, signed a parallel a broader context. The- fact 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt SPD partnership agreement with the that the largest branch of the SPD, 

Bundestag faction head Herbert leader of the North-Rhine- in the key Land of the 

Wehner and Egon Bahr. Westphalia DGB, Peter Michaels. Bundesrepublic, had such dose 

A concrete expression of the Ben-Meir was gratified that their relations with Tel Aviv has brought 
friendship between the two parties example had been followed by other about the modification of anli-Isrucl 
was the contribution, eight years branches of the Israel Labour Party resolutions tabled in national and 
ago, of DM700.000 by the North- and the SPD and of the Histudrul European forums. 
Rhine-Westphalia party to the and the DGB, starting with It can be safely said that Dov 
Labour Movement in Tel Aviv Jerusalem and West Berlin, and Ben-Meir penonally knows most of 
which helped finance a community Haifa and Bremen. the top men and women in (he SPD, 


having attended all annual conven- 
tions of the SPD and the DGB since 
1970. His wide personul connec- 
tions have afforded him the oppor- 
tunity of conveying a personal 
protest through these channels with 
telling effect over the years. For ex- 
ample, after the Yom Kippur War. 
he embarked on a sharp dialogue 
with his many friends in the Federal 
Govemmenia, the Bundestag, the 
heads of the Lands, the leaders of 
the DGB, mayors and party brunch 
secretaries, on the meaning of 
socialist solidarity. At the lime. 
Ben-Meir highlighted Germany's 
refusal even to allow a bout to be 
loaded with American arms in the 
port of Bremen as part of the Euro- 
pean refusal to allow the Americans 
to send beleaguered Israel weapons 
from NATO arsenals and U.S. 
enwrgency stores in Europe. “How 
would you have made pence with 
your consciences, as individuals and 
as socialists, if the enemy design to 
destroy Israel had achieved its 
■aim?" he asked in his letters to his 
comrades in Germany. 

This was only one of many battles 
he waged on Israel's behulf, which 
included his canvassing the SPD 
leadership in Bonn and elsewhere (o 
prevent the adoption of the Statute 
of Limitations regarding Nazi war 
criminals. A recent campaign was 
his appeal to a broad range of SPD 
and DGB leaders at federal mtd 
local levels against the sate of 
Leopold tanks to Saudi Arabia. The 
many positive replies from such in- 
fluential people throughout the 
German labour movement un- 
derlined the importance of such 
ties, 

There have been two expression.s 
of regard for Ben-Mcir in West 
Germany — one was the award to 
him by (he Bundesrepublic Presi- 
dent Otto Kerstern of the IVr- 
dienstkruz Klasse I. in recogni- 
tion of his efforts for understanding 
between Israel and the new Ger- 
many. The other is the publication 
in January 1982 of the German ver- 
sion of Ben-Meir's book The 
Hisiadrut by the Friedrich Ebert 
Stiflung, with forewords by 
Minister-President Ruu and DGB 
leader Siegfried Bleicher. 

In Ben-Meir's view, the fabric of 
the relationship between Tcl Aviv 
and North-Rhine-Westphatio issuf- 
nciently strong to stand up to the 
pressures inherent in ups-and- 
downs of inter-governmental con- 
nections. 


By a Special Correspoadem 

WHEN Horst Becker encounters a 
Young Socialist who rcfu.ses (o visit 
Israel, he says to him, "i-irst go in 
the Gulati Heights, and then we'll 
talk,” 

Priding hintsclf on the fact that 
his f ather itnd grandfather were S:i.\- 
onian “inlernalionalists," Becker 
feels culled upon “to build a bridge 
again ul'ier the Nazi caiastrophy." 

Decker is a funclionury in (he 
Social Democratic Party and heads 
Ihe party's Associntion for Edueu- 
lioii and I'lillure in die Slate of 
North Khine-Westplmlio. 

Some years buck, the North 
Khine-Wesiphalian brunch of the 
SPD formed u partnership with the 
Tcl Aviv brunch of ilic Histadrut. 
Ever since (hen, there has been a 
constant exchange of Israelis lind 
Oernions. As Becker's organiziitUm 
stresses cultural lies, he has brought 
over to Germony several Israeli 
choirs,, orchutras. fotklnre groups 
and daiicc troupes. Most recently 
(he Histadrut dancegroup‘*Hcvciiu 
Shalom Alcichem" peeformed in o' 
number of German towns. 
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'There is another Germany’ 
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Moshavniks visit a German steel plant rti tilth. 

Beckor is uccompiinying a group When he Is at home, Horst handiwork and jewelry, with uc- 
uf former Resistance fighters on Decker organizes exhibitions, eon- companying talks and slide shows 
their first visit to Israel agroupof fcrences and seminars. Recently he about Beduiii life in Israel. 

40 Germans and AusiriartSv some of was responsible for on' exhibition in A group of youngsiers due in 
w^om,ai;c former DacKou inmates. . a Bhd Godesherg.bank of Beduih Germarfy. nexj. spring: under' the' 
■ - - -i' ■ 
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auspices of Becker's organization 
will be composed of half Jews, half 
Beduin. 

A “must” for every Israeli group 
coming to Germany is a visit to the 
site of a concentration camp, while 
each German group pays a visit to 
Yod Vashem. 

“Sometimes our people go for u 
three-month stint in Israel — and 
stay for. u year,” says Becker. One 
young man got married in Gesher 
Haztv and remained to become a 
cook. 

Some of the visits icd to the ciea- 
iion of strong bonds and some of 
these, in turn, resulted in the twin- 
ning of cities, as, for example, Widen 
an der Ruhr with Moshuv Ein 
Vered. 

Training of skilled workers is 
another aspect of the exchange. 
Recently, Israeli mctul workers 
came on a special study trip to Ger- 
many (p learn about new methods in 
(heir trade. Scholarships provided 
by Becker's organization provide 
professional training for iridivkluais. 

"There is another Gcrmiinj,**, 
suys.Horst.Becker, "iind we want td 
show it to oiir friends fiom' Isruci." 
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IT WAS seven o'clock at ihe 
ilorbrauhaus and the tubby, Horid 
burghers and country yokels were 
bracing themselves Tor iheir third 
litre and the long, loud evening 
ahead. 

The trumpeters of the brass band 
— heavy-set men in traditional 
Bavarian costume — shattered the 
air in surges of cacophonous aggres- 
sion. An old man. swaying towards 
my table, spotted the young 
German couple at my side and 
screamed: ‘The Russians']! get you 
all. Work more. Stop drinking. The 
Russians will come. Then — 
Knpul." 

Toddlers yelled on their mothers' 
laps and dogs wagged their tails 
between the wooden tables and 
benches. 

Waitcrs.carrying five giant mugs 
in each hand, rushed back and forth 
to fuini the orders of customers guf- 
fawing and singing and burping 
their way to oblivion. 

In Germany, among the middle- 
aged and older.personal oblivion 
mirrors collective oblivion. 
Nowhere inside or outside the 
Hofbrauhaus — impeccably 
whitewashed on the outside, yellow- 
brown arched ceilings on the inside- 
is there a plague or picture or any 
other agn to indicate that here — 
surely one of Munich's most famous 
buildings — Hiller set in motion his 
Puisch of 1923. 

But Munich was, aiid is.far more 
than the one-time crucible of the 
NSDAP. Architecturally, there arc 
riiie medieval, Renaissance and 
Reformation buildings, some, like 
the AUes Ralhaus, the old (own 
hall, restored, and some, like the 
Fratienkirche cathedral, retaining 
Iheir original brick facade and 
splendour. There ore the luxurious 
shopping malls and arcades, like the 
Neuhauserslrasse and the 
Marienplntt, And there are the lit- 
tle, eminently walknble crooked 
streets of the old town centre 
around the Hofbrauhaus and the 
Fraucnkirchcpiatz. 

Then there is the Munich of high 
culture, with its cornucopia of 
museums and galleries ^ Greek, 
Roman, Etruscan relics in the An- 
tikensammlungen on the 
KonigspliOz (opposite the absurd 
Greco-Roman archlleclure of the 
Porpytaen and the Glypiolhek) ihe 
^ptian and numismatic ecrilec- 
tions at Ihe KaiserhoT; the 
geological collectioo on the 
Luiscnslrasse, and many more^ 

- ' ■ ■ ■ I 
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Of spas and spires 

The Post's Benny Morris takes a tour of southern Germany. 


And, above all, there arc the Alic 
Pinakoihek, the Neue Pinakothek 
and the Lenbachhaus — forming 
together one of the world's great uri 
collections. Besides its German Ex- 
pressionists, Klees. Klimts. Schieles, 
Kandinskys and French Impres- 
sionists, the Neue Pinakothek, new- 
ly opened, is a very altraclive 
specimen of modern museum 
architecture. 

And the living soul of the city? 
Who knows. During the Weimar 
Republic, when Munich was ihe 
city of Kurt Eisner and Ernst Toller, 
it definitely resided in Schwaging, 
the university and artists' quarter. 
The centre of urban gravity appears 
to have moved southward. 

BASED in Munich, one may go on 
a variety of day-long excursions to 
the nearby Seen, the small lakes 
often flanked by beautiful castles 
and parks. An efTicient train system 
— the S-Bahn — lakes one from the 
city centre to the Starnbergersee 
and Starnberger castle, and to the 
Ammersee. Herrenchiemsee, to the 
east, is also within day-trip distance, 
as are Salzburg. Dachau Is within a 
few hours' drive. 

THE STOLID historic small cities 




and towns of Bavuriu iind BuUen- 
Wurtlemherg and the green, cool 
vistas of the Schwarzwald — the 
Black Forest — offer u wonderful 
contrast to the crush and vitality of 
Israel's teeming cities and a blessed 
respite from the eyebull-parching 
Middle Eastern sun. 

Take the charming Ulm on the 
river Danube. On a clear summer 
day the town can be seen from end 
to end from the top of its cathedral 
hpire ~ at I6I.6 m. the tallest 
church spire on earth. 

True, not everyone will be able to 
manage the 768 steps; but the view 
of red-roofed burghers' houses and 
the quaint market square 
the Kornhaus from 1594, the 
Rathaus (town hall) from 1370, 
and Ihe ornate ISih cenlry Schiefes 
Haus (the Crooked House) and Ihe 
rest make the effort supremely 
worthwhile. 

The town contains what must be 
one of the world's few — if not only 
— bread museums predictably 
sporting over 6.000 exhibits but not 
one ounce of the staff of life itself. 
“It would rot," explained the 
guides, quite reasonably. 

Not much larger than 
Bcersheba, Ulm also contains an art 
museum and a museum of 



prehistory. 

The town centre was largely 
destroyed by Allied bombings in 
World War II (the house in which 
Einstein was born was one of the 
buildings flattened); but as has hap- 
pened with many of the cities of 
south Germany, it has been 
reconstructed with an eye to 
uliliiy.history and beauty • usually 
in that order. The shopping mall.s 
and arcades that run through Ulm 
give the pedestrian the space and 
freedom of movement that make 
window-shopping a pleasure. 

But tourists bent on purchases 
are advised to trot out pocket dic- 
tionaries if they haven't learned 
German before iheir trip. Despite 
its being a compulsory language in 
the Federal Republic's school 
systems, not many German shop as- 
sistants in this part of Germany 
seem to know a word of English. 

Nor, for that matter, are there 
road signs or tourist signs in English 
in any part of southern Germany. 
Plaques on historic sites explain 
ever]Ahing in German but never in 
English or French. 

But equipped with a Michelin 
Guide or some local tourist toard 
leaTIct, the average Anglo-Saxon 
tourist will probably manage. 
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AMONG THE MUSTS is a look at 
— or better still ii slay in — the 
Black Forest, with its web of hikers' 
trails and beauty spots. Sleeping in 
the region's comfortable, clean 
guest-houses costs DM 15-25 per 
person per night, a bargain com- 
pared to Eilnl prices. And there arc 
arrangements for hikers lu send . 
their packs on ahead to where they 
will be staying the foihnving night. 

In the middle of the forest snugly 
sits Wildbad, in a strcani-rivcn val- 
ley, embraced by giant thickly tree- 
covered mountain.s. 

The town's history and economy 
revolve around the famous spa. 
where today an ultra-modern 
medical-therapeutic centre hundlc.s 
thousands of clients each year. 

A cable cur spanning the huge 
green forest connects Wildbad itself 
with the Sommerberg, at the top of 
the mountain to the north. This 
fancy hotel offers marvellous rest 
and recreation facilities but is not 
recommended for those with sub- 
stantial overdrafts. The food is 
superb. 

“WHEN GOD created the earth." 
wrote the Swabian poet August 
Lammie, “He built a small model at 
Hrsl, like any sensible master would 
do. He fashioned everything he 
needed: hill-ranges and mountains, 
rocky pinnacles and savage valleys, 
pleasant meadows, woodlands with 
springs and wells, vast cornfields 
and a picturesque stream. He then 
started searching for a beautiful and 
secret spot on earth, perfect for His 
little handicraft — and it became 
Swabia." Scenically, the southwest 
.corner of Germany fills the bill. 

Stuttgart, the capital of Baden- 
Wbrttemberg at the centre of 
Swabia, is a most beautiful city. 
Manfred Rommel, son of the 
Desert Fox, is its mayor. Its Schloss- 
plalz, fountains, huge parks and 
shopping promenades are among 
Germany’s finesi. The city sites 
were shown us by a middle-aged 
woman guide, married to an Israeli 
yored. 

She is lucky to be alive. When she 
was four, her parents gave her to a 
local convent in the Ukraine to save 
her from the Nazi invaders. They 
themselves somehow survived the 
war, and found her again in 1948. 
Until she was nine years old,- her 
father accompanied hef to mass 
every Sunday morning. And now' 
she shows visitors the beauties of . 
Stuttgart. 
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"The Federal Republic of Germany, in particular the German 
economy, is invited to help Israel in mastering the economic 
problems which have arisen over the return of the Sinai 
Peninsula to Egypt/' This is one of the key points in the 
resolution adopted by the German-lsraeli Association and the 
Israeli-German Association which have recently held their 
annual conference In Tel Aviv. 

The Deutsch-lsraelische Gesellschaft has, for the past 15 
years, tried to do its best to promote good relations between the 
two nations, it is with great satisfaction that this organization, 
with its more than 2,000 mernbers, can state that these 
relations, including relations in the economic field, have 
considerably improved. However, there are still deplorable 
barriers preventing trade between Israel and the Federal 
Republic of Germany, climbing to an even higher level, 
particularly because of the Arab boycott threat. 

The Deutsch-lsraelische Gesellschaft is willing to cooperate in 
any effort made to pull down these barriers, in order to 
contribute to a peaceful and fair solution to the problems of the 
Middle East. 

OEUTSCH-ISRAELISCHE GESELLSCHAFT. 

Markt 9. D-5300 Bonn 

Fed. Rep. of Germany 


The Israel Trade Centres in Germany assist Israeli 
export industries in the promotion of their products on 
the. German market, through the appropriate trade 
channels. 

The Israel Trade Centres encourage and assist in 
establishing contacts for joint industrial ventures in all 
fields of technology. 

The Israel Trade Centres advise German business circles 
in all spheres of the economy in establishing trade 
relations with Israel. 


COLOGNE 
Ransaring 24 
teL022M20063 
Tlx! 8081473 


MUNICH 

Widenmayerstr. 1 1 
Tal. 089-299091 
‘rix:0S24261 


HAMBUUG 
Fonlenay 1 D 
Tel. 040-445856 
Tlx: 02 14995 


More problems ahead 

Ze'ev Schul talks to Erik Blumenfeld, 
president of the German-lsrael Society, and 
(below) to the chairman of 
the Israel chapter, Asher Ben-Nathan. 


**I DONT ihink it would be ad- 
visable to recommend, lei alone in- 
sist on a meeting between Prime 
Minister Begin and Chancellor 
Schmidt," says Erik Blumenreld. 
president of the Germun-lsruel 
Society (Dcuisch-lsraelische Gcsell- 
schaft). 

Blumenfeld, a veteran member of 
the German Bundestag who recent- 
ly gave up his seal in order to be 
able to dedicate himself to 
representing his country and party 
in the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, is belter qualified than 
most to know what he is talking 
about. 

He foresees more burdens on the 
already heavily strained Israel- 
German relationship. His pessimism 
is based on the assumption that 
Germnny will fall in line with the 
general European accupiuncc of 
part of ihu Fahd plan — - us a "con- 
tinuation of the Camp David 
process." 

"U will put Israel politics and 
politicians in a spot," he said. Israel 
may feci itself provoked. "We want 
to avoid n shosvdown. But it can't be 
done unless someone talks with 
Israel and there is a justified feeling 
here (in Israel) that this half to any 
possible agreement is simply being 
ignored." 

The "Parliamentary Section of 
the D.l.G. lists 113 Bundestag 
members — "but they are not an 
Israeli lobby — like the one you 
have in the U.S. — nor are they 
nearly as influential." 

"Actually, we have only about 2S 
'activists’ in this group but we could 
of course count on the support of 
most or all of them if and when mol- 
ters of substance and importance to 
Israel are brought to a vote in (he 
Bundestag. On certain issues, like 
arms sales to Arab countries, we 


could raise even more because 
there we could have a moral issue, 
transcending Israeli Interests.** 

The parliamentary groups include 
various political leaders, crossing 
the |)arty lines. 

It is of the utmost importance to 
Israel to maintain this group while it 
(Israel) still has an overwhelming 
proportion of the German popula- 
tion on its side. 

The exchanges between Prime 
Minister Begin and Chancellor 
Schmidt left a dent. "It amounted to 
a set-back for those of us active on 
behalf of Israel. We received a 
deluge of defamatory letters and the 
overall impression was that Bcgin*s 
collective accusation of Germany 
and Germans (Blumenfeld himself 
had been in a Na?i concentration 
camp) was a serious affront to all 
Germans. 

**There is such a thing as collec- 
tive responsibility for what hap- 
pened in Germany during thusc 
years. But even if only 25 per cviil 
were opposed to whul the regime 
did you cannot talk of a collective 
guilt. 

Looking to the future — which 
was also the title for the recent con- 
vention of the two societies. 
Blumenfeld said that the organiiu- 
tions would dedicate themselves to 
what he termed **centre of gravity" 
problems in the relations between 
the two countries, Also planned was 
boosting tourism to and from Israel 
— over 150,000 Germans vUiicd 
Israel last year and Blumenfeld sees 
these visitors as a potential reservoir 
of good will. 

Attempts would also be made to 
keep German governmental youth 
exchange budgets at their present 
levels in spite of the economic 
problems now facing the 
Bundestag. 


Gemian involveineiif 



IN HIS opening address to the con- 
vention ofGerman-lsraeli Societies, 
held in Tel Aviv on November 1 Sth, 
the chairman of the Israel chapter, 
Asher Ben Nathan, said that it still 
remained to be seen how well the 
"bridge ^ leading from the dread- 
ful past into the future'* would be 
able to stand up to the tension in 
relations caused by political and 
personal differences, 

Asher' Ben Nathan, like his 
German counterpart Erik 
Blumenfeld, seemed much con- 
cerned by the recent developments 
in relationships now and during the 
coming year. In the background but 
still very much with us, was also the 
recent exchange of unpleasuniries 
between the heads of slate, which 
hud served to demonstrate just how 
frail the "bridge" between the 
countries was in reality. 

The fact that matters appear to 
have been more or less patched up 
since should fool, nobody either., 
Ben Nathan ^litinued. , 

The next likely irritant will be 
. Germany’s Near East policies. The 
question arising is whether German 
foreign policy has deyiated from its' 
specie responsibility towards Israel 
and Is hoW more economy and. fuel 
pijhdedw. in; keeping with ils evrr 
;rert) problliiTis. "But I thinklw'e'ibwe 
i\ to. ourselves tospeak iipVcleuf ahd 


tKlS^ERUSALEM PO^ StiPPLEMENtU GCkMA^^^ 


bluntly: There ore, amongst the 
Israeli public, feelings of disap- 
pointment over some aspects of 
German policies.*' 

Ben Nathan went on to say that 
nobody expected Germany's 
foreign policy to align itself with ail 
Israeli demands. But there was a 
concensus on crucial questions, es- 
pecially those concerning Israel's 
security. These aspects encompas- 
sed the key issue of boundaries, the 
incompatability of a Palestinian . 
state west of the Jordan with such 
secure borders and the non- 
admissability of the PLO us u 
negotiating partner. 

"A German Foreign Policy which 
does not take Israel's security into' 
consideration would be incompati- 
ble with the declarations about Ger- 
many’s 'historic responsibility* we 
have heard so oBen.'' 

: On the positive side, ties between 
. Israel and Germany are closer than 
they are with most other countries 
— or possibly any other country. 
There are cultural r- scientiHc-^ 

; : economic and piher contaci^ a\ 
.['levels. Thera is -a .general uhf* 

'' ‘cuUurhl arfinity.^ , r • 

I. : ha.ve- always opted Tof 

^ Vveste^..ari ahdcu)turiB; Bliit.utab.ye ' 
alL iheft hgs bean'a Gbrintin[a^¥e. 
Af [ipvbtvema,ni'm fgte pf isrijel 
Catid a feeling of ri's^hsibililKv;. • 
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wines 


Germany - a fairy tale. 


Yitzhak Oked 


GERMANS are patriotic about 
their own wines, preferring them to 
imported brands. But even this 
seems to be changing and the local 
Hamarteff wine company, nffiliutcd 
to the international Slock Com- 
pany, has decided to penetrate the 
German market. 

Hamarteff managing director 
Gideon Koller told The Jerusalem 
Post that many foreign wines arc 
now being imported to Germany 
and “the German public seems to 
like the special taste of the Israeli 
wines." 

Hamarteff is for the first lime 
making a bid for the general public 
instead of the traditional Jewish 
market. Before deciding to tackle 
the German market, the wine firm 
studied their possibilities. They dis- 
covered that compared to Israelis, 
who drink per capita about three 
litres of wine per year, Germans 
drink about II litres of German 
wine and another 9 litres of im- 
ported wine. 

Germans are expected to double 
their imported wine consumption in 
the next five years, and this predic- 
tion gave Hamarteff the confidence 
to enter the German market. 

Germans like Israel’s dry wines 
especially the reds, because the 
climate and soil give them o special 
taste "an earthier taste," a German 
wine journalist told Kollev. 

HamartefT is starling ils export 
with two varietal wines (wines of a 
specific voriely from a specific area 
^ in this case Shimshon, from the 
south of Tel Aviv to Ashkelon in the 
south and the Judean hills in the 
east). The two wines ore Red 
Carignan and Sauvignon Blanc. 

Three months ago, Homarteff 
signed an ogreemeni with a Munich 
wine importer, InteiVfnun Ltd. The 
first order has been for four con- 
tainers of about SO, WO bottles 
■Which are already in Germany. 

HamartefTs wines were officially 
presented at the recent Anuga food 
fair in Cologne. Both Oernlans and 
foreign visitors' were excited about 
the wine. Koller said one of the 
compliments he ho(ird most often, 
was "1 never knew that IsrMlis 
made such good wines. V ' 


There are more Fairs and Exhibitions held 
in Germany than in all other European 
countries combined. Lufthansa is connect- 
ed to all of them. We don't only fly you 
there — we also provide you with up-to- 
date information and material on these 
events before you go. 


Lufthansa 
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13 1. — 17.1.82 Frankfurt 

HEIMTEXTIL 

International Trade Fair for Home Textiles 
and Household Textiles 
nflxi D'inNb 'niNbj'a “rn' 


22 . 1 — 31.1.B2 Berlin 

International Green Week Berlin 

n'mN'7J'a n>N*?i7n nanyri 


27 1—2.2.02 Hanover 

CONSTRUCTA 

International Building Exhibition Hanover 


10.2—13.2.82 Cologne 

DOMOTECHNIKA 

International Fair for Household Appliances 
Fittings and Components 

hd? in' 


11 . 2 — 14.2.B2 Cologne 

International Houseware Fair 

n'a hd? I'l' 


13.2—16.2.82 Cologne 

International Hardware Fair 
Tools Locks -H Fittings — DIY Supplies 
niiap hd? 'laiNbi'a 


25 . 2 — 2B.2.82 Munich 

ISPO — International Sports Equipment 
Fair 

p)>oa W11UD IPS'? 'lawbau i't 


27.2 — 3.3.B2 Frankfurt 

Frankfurt International Fair 


7 3—10.3.82 Dusaeldorf 

IGEDO 

f32hd International Fashion Trade Fair 






8.3 — 1 2.3 .82 Hanover 

DIDACTA 

International Fair for Educational 
Materials and Equipment 
laum iu'n 'niN73>a tt 


12.3—17.3.82 Hamburg 

INTERNORGA 

International Trade Exhibition for Hotels, 
Catering, Bakeries and Confectioners 
riTflsm »nu'*'p ,niN3i^n^ in’ 

anaaro 


20.3 — 22.3.82 Dusseldorf 

CDS — international Footwear Fair 

qin^ona ’niN^pra in’ 



18.4—22.4.82 

Berlin 

BERLIN INTERCHIC 



Main Sampling 
l>^i3a nt?a‘7n i'i’ 


IS 

21.4—28.4.82 

Hanover Fair 
laun TT 

j 

Hanover'- 

1 




25.4 — 26.4.62 Dusseldorf 

IGEiaO 

133rd International Fashion Trade Fair 
nin^pna njoiN'? 'niK^a'a in> 



4.5—7.5.82 Frankfurt 

INTER5TOFF 

Trade Fair for Clothing Textiles 
■Dnopjiaa wiab ti’ 




7.5 — 1 1 .5.82 Pirmasens 

IMS International Footwear Manufacturing 
Fair 

DJDni’fla ’law^i'a ti’ 


18.5 — 23.5.82 Cologne 

IMB — International Fair of Clothing 
Manufacturing Machines 
l^pa mpa^nn «iij>a maianb »aiMbj’a “Pi’ 


4.6—17.6.82 Dusseldorf 

DRUPA 1982 

8th International Printing and Paper Fair 

qin^D’ia i”3^i piai^ ’oiMbi’a ti’ 


6.6— 12.6.B2 Frankfurt 

ACHEMA 

. Chemical Engineering Exhibition 
' and Congress , 

uDopnaa Diwipt nt?ijn nanpri 


E 


28.6— :1. 9.82 • ; . Frankfuit' 

... Frankfurt Interhatlcimir Fair 
• Diiapnfla *pi» 


Lunhansa represente the German National 


State of Israel Bonds ~ 

building Israel's economy for the past 30 years. 
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THE LEGAL position on obtaining 
"benefits" (Rente in German) — 
generally old age pensions — l^rom 
West Germany has several aspects 
ttivl is complicaied. 

What is clear is that it applies 
mainly to those persons who were 
persecuted in Hilicr Germany, 
or in the lands overrun by the Nazis, 
and were deprived of their social 
rights during the Hiller regime, 
or as a consequence of this regime. 
(The claims For indemnirications Tor 
persecution^, injuries, loss of 
property, etc., are covered by other 
laws). 

Another law grants bencfils to 
persons whose "culture was Cer- 
mHii," who lived outside Ccrniuny 
proper, and who lost ilicir social 
rights in their, former home 
countries following World Wur 11 
due to the huge shifiiiig in popula- 
tions after that war. 

Both groups of persons include 
iiiuny Jews, but they also include 
many non-Jews, and thus the laws 
were not drawn up specifically for 


Pensionable rights 


Macabee Dean explains the intricacies of obtaining benefits from Germany. 
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lial applications should carefully 
weigh the financial advantages of 
Joining. Even if the DM is quite 
strong today, interest is not paki on 
the payments made to the German 
social security organization, and 
nobody can predict the real value of 
the DM in 10 or 20 years. 

(Other categories mentioned 
above receive different types of 
benefits, based on individual cases, 
and should also — if they have not 
done so ^ obtain specific informa- 
tion on their own cases as soon us 
possible). 

The second main cotegory of 
appiicanis, who can 111c by June. 
1983, falls within the sc<^e of the 
"German cultural sphere." This in- 
cludes persons (Jews and non-Jews) 
who lived in such countries .is 
..^Rumnntu, Czechoslos'ukiu. 
g Yugoslavia, Poland, the Baltic 
e areas, etc. 

" Tens of thousands of Jews living 
> in these areas in pre-Hitler Ger- 
9, many considered themselves us 
belonging to the German culture. 


the Jewish victims of German 
policy. For example, the Com- 
munists, Free Masons, gypsies, nnd 
anyone who fought the Nazi regime, 
were vilely persecuted in Hiller 
Germany. 

'M would advise anyone who 
thinks these laws apply to him, to 
Stan obtaining information us soon 
os possible," says Johanan Oriur. 
Legal Adviser for Personal Indem- 
nification from Abroad, in the Israel 
Finance Ministry. 

(One booklet of 300 pages 
published In West Germany ex- 
plains the intricacies of applying 
these laws. These regulations have 
to be interpreted, and even the best 
legal minds cannot agree on many 
points). 

Dr. Manns H. Schumacher, head 
of the Legal end Consular Section 
in the German Embassy In Tel Aviv, 
frankly admits that "we do not have 
the resources here to advise persons 
seeking information. The best we 
can do is to distribute forms, which 
we tell them to forward to West 
Germany or to submit to the special 
department in the Israeli National 
Insurance Institute. You could soy 
we act as a sort, of a post office." 

German soci^ legislation goes 
bock to the time of Bismarck, and 
some of the inierprelations are 
based on social justice viewpoints 
stemming from the Bible. 

Dr. Schumacher points out that 
two important factors should be 
kept in mind in regard to these laws. 


amendments, extensions, in- 
terpretations, etc., bused in (he 
agreements signed between West 
Germany and Israel; 

First, the legal stiilus of Eiisi 
Jerusalem is still not decided in 
regard to its integration into Israel, 
and thus Israelis living there should 
check their position or seek advice. 

Second, all these regulations do 
not apply to any Israeli who has 
retained, his German citizenship. 
This group of persons must apply as 
any other German natiomil does, or 
he can apply as an Israeli if he varus 
to give up his German citizeaship. 

Israelis with dual Isrueli-Germun 
nationality arc considered us 
German citizens, Dr. Schumacher 
says. (Israeli officials in the Israel 
National Insurance do not see c)c- 
to-eye wriih Dr. Schumacher on 
both these points). 

Interested persons are advised to 
apply to any of the following places 
immediately (although some 
persons have until June, 1983. a few 
have only to December 31. 198 1 , to 
file an application. He advises all 
border-line cases to file): 

1. The Israel National Insurance 
Institute, liaison offices in the main 
cities. 

2. The Bundcsversicherungsan- 
stall fur Angesiellte, Posifach, D- 
1000, Berlin 88, West Germany. 

3. The "United Restitution Of- 
. fice," ("URO") which has outlets in 

Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa, and 
which charges a fee for its work. 


4. Private lawyers in both Israel 
and West Germany who have ob- 
tained specialization in this field. 

The first major group which cun 
obtain benefits applies to all those 
persons who lived within the 
borders of the German Reich us it 
existed on December 31, 1937 (i c.. 
before Hitler Germany begun its 
territorial conquest). 

This pre-December 31, 1937 Ger- 
many includes arcus, such as East 
Prussia, which have disappeared, us 
well as considerable parts of former 
Gernmny proper which now belong 
to other countries, such as Poland, 
etc. 

The following main groups cun 
apply for benefits after proving their 
former residency: 

1. Any person who at any time 
(before or after World War II) 
worked in Germany and who paid 
money to one of (he German Social 
security organizations. This in- 
cludes any Israeli citizen who 
worked in Germany after the down- 
foll of the Third Reich, for Agrexco. 
for example, or who taught Hebrew 
in classes in Germany, and who 
mt^de social security payments for u 
specific period. 

2. .Any person who did work, hut 
was not accepted in the social 
security arrangements since he was 
a Jew, and due to persecution could 
not work in his chosen profession 
and had to make his livelihood by 
various means. 

3. Any person who hod to leave 


Germany during the Hitler time und 
was thus deprived of his .social 
rights. This includes persons who 
were minors and who had not yet 
paid any dues to the social .security 
establishment, if they are 
recognized by the indemnification 
authorities us persons whose educa- 
tion was interrupted. 

4. Those youngsters who were in 
"hachshara” centres organized by 
the Zionist Organization, und who 
did not pay their social security 
dues. Incidenlully, this luUer group 
was at first recognized by the 
German authorities. Later, this 
group was disqualified, but their 
situation is coming up for revision 
before the Bundestag, probably 
next year. 

Those students who were 
deprived of their rights to study dur- 
ing the Nazi period. This group 
must file an application by the end 
of the current calender year, i.e., by 
December 31. 1981. 

Not included are those who came 
to Israel under the Youth Aliya 
scheme unless they qualify os 
persons who are also recognized by 
the indemnification authorities as 
persons whose education was inter- 
rupted. 

Those deprived of their education 
in any form can. by making u one- 
time payment of about between 
DM5,000 to DM50,000 before 
December 31, 1981, get a pension 
(or disability bcnefii.s) of between 
DM150 to DM900 a month. Poien- 


They attended German-lunguage 
schools: they spoke German at 
home, und their orientation wa^ 
definitely toward.*; pre-Hitler Ger- 
many. 

If either Theodor Hcr/1. horn in 
Budapest, or Fran/ Kafka, born m 
Prague, were living today, they 
would certainly full within tins 
category. Both wrote und thought hi 
German. 

This category lost their social 
rights as a result of the "event*, 
following World War M" 
( "Nachkriegsfotgen ' ’J, The re- 
alignment of the Etiropeun map 
after the war forced most of them to 
pull up their stakes and move. 

There is little doubt that in the 
i"Nachkriegsfol$cn"}. The re- 
ing one-time payments are well 
worthwhile. 

For a one-time payment of about 
DM4,000, 0 person may receive up 
to DM1,000 a month when he 
reaches the age of relircmeiti or 
becomes disabled. But- again, there 
is no uniformity in benefits here. 
The benefits are not based on the 
one-time coniribuiion, but on the 
calculation of the time he worked in 
his former home country. 

Ortar estimates that about 50.000 
persons living in l.srael today fall un- 
der one or another of these laws, or 
various provisions. Some have ap- 
plied and have already received 
benefits; or will receive benefits: 
others have not yet applied but 
should do so. 


THE ISRAEL Coniinemal Bank 
Ltd. was founded jointly in 1974 by 
the Bank fuer Gemeinwirischufi 
AG of Frankfurt and Bank 
Hapoalim BM of Tel Aviv. The 
banking entity was established ip 
promote business development and 
economic cooperation between 
Germany und Israel, and to 
generate eeoiiomic and commercial 
activities reluling to the European 
Econcmtic Comntuniiy. 

In the seven years of its opera- 
tions, the hunk has grown rapidly 
und by the end of 1980 its bidance 
sheet loul stood ,it IS 1. 3b. 

"The results which wc ure nchiev- 
ing ure the friiils of the prodiiciivc 
cooperation between tl)e two 
partners, BFG and. Bank 
Hupoolim," explains . Shimon- 
Topor, chalrmon of the board of. 
management of Israel C’unilneniai. 
The good results are expecied (0 be 
further reflected in the dnijval state- 
> ment^for 1981 and Topor,eApecls, 
this trend lo continue. ^'Wejbave 
.available to ourselves the strengths 
. . of.two major financial or^anizaiiona. 
: .and our die nis tare, the bejnel’iciary,'.' 
in contrast td:'cD.riybnlicinai 


Wholesale banking 

Economic Reporter Joseph Morgenstem visits the Israel Continental Bank. 
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banks, Israel .Gohlinental functions in export-import, foreign currency , lions. Originally coneenir'ating. 6jv 
as a '^hoIegBle''.bank.'Ii specializes ^dealings, including forward trahsuc; : . Weft Qermtah-lsrael trade nnuncirig 
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ond transactions, the banks's ac- 
tivities have spread lo many parts of 
Europe, the U.S. and South 
America. "As for as trade with Ger- 
many is concerned, isrocli im- 
porters ore aided by our ability to 
secure special lines of credit." ex- 
plains Topor. 

The vast majority of the bunk'.s 
clients ure medium to large sized 
corporations. These ure active in 
trade involving capital equipmenl 
and raw materials as well as other 
commodities. Due to the uciivitks 
in handling ihe.se traiisncUons Israel 
Continental has built up o high 
degree of expertise and speclulizu- 
tion. At present, aside from ii$Tel 
Aviv Centre, it has one other 
branch in Haifii, but a third brunch 
will shortly be opened in Jerusalem. 

The bank's corporate clients liuve 
the availability' of a securities 
department. "We have o good 
.securities department which. is (here 
id .handle investments of iour. 
clientele, 'However, as in all of pur 
''.detalidgs,' wo -are concentrating in 
.filling the heeds of our wholesale 
; clientele, Wd are not u rettiil bank." 
v.explaimi To|ior. . , 

.\i()\l)\V. ^^)VK,^IBER 3U^ 


StiFine 

A web of personal relationships between 
German and Israeli scientists has been built 
up since the sixties, DR. GUNTER LEHR, 
of the Federal Ministry for Research and 
Technology, tells The Post's Economic Editor. 


mercial applications. But Israeli »d- 
Vtinces in the field of solar energy, 
for example, may be of bencfii to 
Germany indirectly, by finding ap- 
plication for Third World countric.*; 
whom Germany wishes to assist. 
Israel, he says, is particularly well 
situated in this respect — it posses- 
ses, on the one hand, a highly ad- 
vanced scientific establishment, and 
is. on the other hand, familiar with 
many of the problems confronting 
Third World countries. 


SCIENCE and research was one of 
the first areas in which cooperation 
between Israel and Germany 
developed — probably naturally so. 
because scientists are less likely lo 
be contaminated by politics and 
ideology than other groups in 
society. 

indeed. Dr. Gunter Lehr, direc- 
tor general in the Federal Ministry 
for Research and Technology, w ho 
has been involved in scientific rela- 
tions between Germany and Israel 
for many years, says proudly that 
cooperation in (his uren iinieihues 
the esiablishmem of diplomatic 
relations by several years. 

In response to the initmiivc taken 
by Joseph Cohn, tile hiiropenn 
representative of the Wci/.nuniii In- 
stitute. the late Chancellor Koiutul 
Adenauer supported the establish- 
meni of cooperutioit in seienlilie 
research. This represented one of 
the important step» tuken to extend 
the relationships between ilie two 
countries beyond the repaniiion.s 
agreeinem signed in Luxembourg in 
1952, .Tnd lo set them on a course of 
normalization. 

In December 1959, Dr. Lehr 
recalls, a delegation of the Mu.x 
Planck Society visited the Weiz- 
munn Institute, to acquaint il.sclf 
more closely with the work being 
done there and to establish closer 
personal contacts between scientists 
in both institutions. The specific 
stale of sciemiftc research in Israel 
was at that time not yet well know n 
in Germany, although its general 
high level was recognized. 

As a result of these first contacts, 
a first contract between the Mux 
Pianck Society and the Weizmunn 
littiitule was signed in I960. The 
Federal Government of Germany 
provided financial support, to the 
extent of DM30m.. for the acquisi- 
tion of research equipmenl. such as 
a particle accelerator. 

Since the early Sixties, the 
cooperation between the two 
countries has developed rapidly and 
smoothly, and has received support 
from a variety of sources other than 
financial allocations by the Federal 
Government — among them, the 
Volkswagen Foundation. The foun- 
dations have providetj the means for 
the grant of scholarships and for ex- 
changes of scientists. The laller. Dr. 
Lehr says, are particularly valuable 
because they create the indispen- 
sable web of personal relationships 
^nd the exchange of ideas in face- 
to-face contact which are the es- 
sence of scientific cooperation^ 

The ties between the Max Plunck 
Swiety and the Welzmann In- 
stitute, which arc carried , out 
through research contracts channel- 
led through Minerva, u wholly- 
owned subsidiary of the Max Planck 


His own impression, Dr. Lehr 
says with admiration, is that Israeli 
scientists are a rare combination of 
a pioneering spirit combined with 
realism and pragmatism. 

In answer to a question about 
direct applied research projects 
between Israeli scientists or 
research institutes and German in- 
dustry, Dr. Lehr told me that he 
believes there is scope for con- 
siderable expansion of cooperation 


in this area. The increasing pooling 
of scientiFic resources by the Euro- 
pean Community, he adds, has 
enabled Europe to close the gap 
between the state of science and 
research there and the (J.S. — even 
though the coordination between 
different countries presents dif- 
Ficulties. Israel, he believes, should 
find it relatively easy to participate 
in the European effort, because it is 
in many scientific fields still within 
the European tradition. 


The ongoing research activity and 
its individual projects, which are 
funded to an amount of DM6m. a 
year, arc supervised by a joint com- 
mittee' which meets twice a year, 
once in Germany und once in Unicl. 
The committee judges applicaiion.s 
for new projects and hears progress 
reports on ongoing re.xearch. 

HOWEVER, scieniinc cooperation 
is not limited lo the close lies 
between the Weizmjiin Institute 
und the Max PIniick Society. The 
Ministry for Rcscui'cli and 
Technology hu.s :iUn I'pcncd \\s 
specialized programmes. u.s they are 
defined from lime to lime, fot 
Ci'operalioit with Israel. The 
einplntsis in these progruminc.s. Dr. 
Lehr explains, naliiriilly shills Irmn 
lime lo lime, and so do the research 
areas in which oppurianiiies lor 
participation by Israeli scicniisis 
present themselves. 

The Israeli counterpart for these 
purposes. Dr. Lehr says, is the 
National Council for Research and 
Development, which serves as the 
intermediary for the various 
research institutes and universiiie.s 
in Israel, in addition, there are 
Minervu scholarships, now 
amounting lo DMlm. n year, which 
are granted for periods of no less 
than six and no more than 24 
mornhs for post-graduate work. The 
scholarships are granted preferably, 
but not exclusively, to scientists 
working in (he areas covered, at any 
given time, by the programme of the 
Federal Ministry of Research and 
Technology. 

In order to assure the funding of 
the projects supported by the 
ministry, without being subject to 
annual allocations from the budget, 
there has in recent years been a shift 
towards the establishment of foun- 
dations, with the proceeds from the 
investment providing (Inance for 
continuing scientific activities. As 
examples Dr. Lehr mentions the 
Einstein Institute recently es- 
tablished at the Weizmann Institute, 
with a foundation grant of 
DMl.Sm., which is lo be increased 
to DM2m., and the esiablishmem of 
two chairs in German history at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
and at Tel Aviv University, with 
' DMlm. each. 

The money for these foundations 
is matched by the Israeli govern- 
ment. The foundations generally 
originate In earlier support given for 
a limited period, and may be sup- 
plemented by one-time grants. 
.Thus, the Volkswagen Foundation 
has provided DM2(W,000 for the es- 
tablishment of a library and imnslu- 
■llon services lo support the chair' in 

German- hislory.'In Jerusalem. 

' In rdply to a whether (he 
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The new Jetie hes whet it takes to power its way into a hotly contested market. 

For s start it looks powerful 

Its body is wedgs-shaped. The broad beam headlights have iniegrated turn indicators. And the low apron and 
spony spoiler come as standard to make lor perfect aerodynamics, while all body trim is painted mat black 

The way li looks is exactly the way it goes. 

The new Jatta is based on the well-proven technology of the new Volkswagen generation. The heart of the 
matter le a sporty McPherson strut front axle, with siabitiied steeling and ftonl disc biekee. At the back there is 
a combined trailing arm torsion beam axle Plus self-aligning rear drum brakea. And )uat to be on the safe side 
we've added a diagonally linked duel circuit brake system. 

With standard brake servo, of course The enginaa. loo, have atraady proved fhemselvas in practice. 

You can choose from a range including a 1.3 litre (60 bhp) version and a 1.6 lllra 170 bhp) engine, with 
automatic transmission. 

One other thing- The Jetia has a luggage compartment that can lake praclically anything. . ^ 

up to 630 litfes that la.^ ^ 

Thera is also tots of space for the passengers. The new Jstla accommodatea passongere 
not only easily, but comfortably So you see. this power pack also has plenty of Comfort. 


Society, are the most Imporlunl jcvenilfic coopecjaiioO nierdy repre- 
avenue of collaboration in ihis.flcld isenis .a:prte:^wBy slreefi; Dr.-.L^hr 
helwcen the two .coiihlries. ThC' jayk lHal -iHis ,iS; difIfi|i©ly;n®I^ 
Minerva contracts today rfinuhec’ 'caSCi;®nd':lHQt :Oefmany;I>e.nefiis •. 
;Somc 80 research prQjecls a. year al' frqm -the- pbpperalidn, iwjth a cq.rt"-; 


The new Jetta. 

Energy comes as standard. 

: IS 214.586, including VAT 
{price list 42 deled 27.1 1.81). ^ 

l^he: beiiiitifiu] 
ditetbiatihpe ; 

: Jetta' 'CL.. ■..■■■ 
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the Institute. Ailhough ihe resetarifh . sideTable.parlicipalion; . of German* ' 'V. : ; 

's done at the Weizmann Insiiliite.'it ‘'sclpntUiV'." •" 

always involves, clpse pdsonal con- ^■fhis :.ii)ajt?.n6.l ujwtfys/bft i-.y. 1 ; 

.tacts with the. ..Max ■Flarick..;In-'-.-'|’medfately-';d^^^ ' .-r. i rh\ ,/.4- 

^‘lutes, and is therefore not a dfke- .;pai‘t' of- the.'TejteahJh' 








Transportation and travel 
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Yitzhak Oked 


EL AL runs three or four cargo 
nights a week to Germany, 
depending on the season, as well as 
the regular passenger flights to Ger- 
many. David Kiratein of El Al's 
cargo division told The Jemsateni 
Post that the firm aho has u 747 
‘*Combi'* plane, able to carry both 
cargo and passengers, in which the 
number of passengers or quantity of 
cargo can be increased or decreased 
according to need. The Combi flics 
in this way from November to June: 
during the remaining months it only 
lakes passengers. 


£1 Al delivers and takes cargo, 
consisting of agricultural produce, 
industrial goods and textiles, from 
Frankfurt, Munich and Cologne. 
On home runs, the planes bring 
back a variety of products, in- 
cluding cars, and even cows. (Cows 
are not only flown to Israel but also 
to Egypt — recently El Al won a 
tender to Hy cows from Holland to 
that country.) 

During the fiscal year from April 
1980 (ill March 31, 1981 El Al fleu 
13,500 tons of cargo to and from 
Germany. Prices are according to 
commodities starting from about 
SSOO per ton. 

Nafiman Kleimon of El Al's 
public relations section told The 
Post that about 48 per cent of ull 
passengers flying on scheduled 
flights fly by El Al; 33 per cent of 
passengers on charter flights arc 
flown hy El Al charters. I'coni 
Israel, 16 per cent of scheduled 
tickets sold in Israel are to Ger- 


many. In ofher El Al offices around 
the' world, three per cent of its 
tickets ore sold'for flights to Ger- 
many. 

An El Al study through the Israel 
Tourism Ministry revealed the fol- 
lowing; 

Age groups of tourists coming from 
Germany 

0-29 years 30% 

30-44 years 30% 

45-64 years 29% 

65 and up 1 1 % 

Reasons for travellers 
coming to Israel (not 
only byEIAl) m 

Tourists 

Winter vacationers 21% 

Visiting friends and relatives 8% 
Pilgrims 13% 

Businessmen 15% 

Others 13% 

In 1975, 36,219 tourists came lu 
Israel from Gemtany; in I9M0 the 
number was 125,000, an incrcusc uf 
about 20 oer cent. 
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Your Ic^^'frkvel ogont will ho glad to quote you rates mid give vou 'iiure stiiciMic 
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Kopel 

Haim Shapiro 

GERMAN tourists come to Israel 
to see the sights of the Bible und to 
see the “new Jews," the Israelis, oc- 
cording to Shmuel “Oggi" Pilovsky. 
monnger of Kopel Tours, uleader in 
tours to and from Germany. 

Pilovsky, whose firm has its own 
brunch in Germany, added thut 
there ure also many Germans who 
come tu such spots us Eilat und 
Neianya to have a good time in the 
sun. As for Israelis going lo Ger- 
many, he said, there are still many 
German Jews who go back to visit 
scenes of their childhood. Another 
powerful drawing card of Germany 
are Ihe many spas and health cures 
available. 

But he pointed out that many 
young Germans and young Israelis 
want tu visit each other’s cuunirie.s. 
simply because they arc beauiilul 
and interesting places to see. 

Zim 

Ya’acov Friedler 

THE ZIM Israel Navigation Com- 
pany's ties with German) preceded 
by many yeurs the official 
dtplomatic relations between (lie 
two cuunincs. Zim freighters haw 
been regular callers at German ports 
since 1948, and n very large number 
of Zim's ships, past und present, 
were built in German yards. It \sas 
German-built ships, llnanccd by the 
Reparations funds, which first 
modernised the Zim fleet in the ear- 
ly Fifties. Before that, (he company 
had operated mainly old and 
second-hand vessels, not adapted to 
the specifics of Israel's overseas 
trade. 

Today, Zim ships make leguulr 
calls at Hamburg and Bremen to 
service (he North German trade. 
The central and south Germun 
trade is served through Trieste hur- 
bour, with overland transport to und 
from the Italian port. 

On (he northern route, Zim ships 
operate within the framework of the 
Coniinent-lsrael-Continent Ship- 
ping Conference (CONlSCON), of 
which Zim is a leading member, and 
the line is serviced exclusively by 
modern container vessels. The 
Trieste route to Germany is purl of 
Zim's Mediterranean Lines- 
Adriatic service, with regular week- 
ly sailings by Iwo roll on-roll off 
(Roro) freighters and two container 
ships. 

Lust year, Zim introduced its ow n 
overland ininspori service. ANAK. 
from Trieste, where Israeli drivers 
ure stationed to lake trailers curried 
on the Roru vessels to south und 
central Germany, und from there 
back via Trieste. lo Israel. With 4 % 
days of sailing between Haifa and 
Trieste, the ANAK guuruniees un 
eight-duy inuximum delivery time to 
the door of the customer, dnyw here 
in central und southern Germany. 
Zim hopes by this service to be able 
to compete with air freight of such 
' . perishable goods us flotsers, which 
travel in refrigerated containers, 
plugged in to the electricity of (he 
ships and the trailer tractors. The 
flower shipments are »ii|| in un e.v- 
perinicnial singe, but the munager 
of the comptihy'.s Europe und 
Mediterranean Services.: Edni 
Simkin. has greur hopes lor iheni. 
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Israeli imports from Germany 
have grown considerably during the 
past year thanks to the decline d the 
Deutsch Mark's value, which mude 
German goods more competiiivc. 
Exports from Israel hove remained 
' steady. For some yeurs now-. Znt 
has faced competition from the 
CAL Israel cargo airline, which 
was created to fly fresh farm 
produce to Germany and has been 
carrying German exports to Israel 
ut relatively low rates on the return 
flights. Because in Israel importers 
must pay a two per cent </</ valorem 
wharf fee on all goods, this has 
made air freight especiitlly attrac- 
tive for high value goods. The com- 
bination of what Simkin considers 
“non-commerciur’ imv freight «>f- 
fers from CAL, and the port fees, 
has led in such “anomutics" a.s cars 
being air freighted to Israel, which 
Zim considers “ridiculous." 

"There are undoubted advun- 
lages to air freight, and we believe 
that the airline must charge u com- 
mcnsuraiely higher price." 

CAL operates the farm produce 
service only during u restricted c.\- 
port season in the colder monih>. 
and has bitten off “only a muVginul 
slice" of Zim’s business with Ger- 
many. 

On the other hand. Zim is trying 
hard to get a bigger slice of Israel's 
citrus fruit exports to Germuny. mid 
hopes this season lo carry at least 
live million cases. 

Lufthansa 

Halm Shapiro 

IT WAS a hard beginning bock in 
1968, but now Lufthansa has more 
flights to Israel a week than any 
other foreign airline. Dr. Franz 
Schoiber, the airline's general 
manager for Europe, told The 
Jerusalem Post. 

Schoiber, who was visiting Israel 
briefly on the occasion of 
Lufthansa's 13th year of flying to 
Israel, the "bar mitzva” year, noted 
that it began with two fliglits a 
week. In 1968, the first full year of 
flights, the airline flew a total of 
16,200 passengers. This year, there 
are 1 1 flights a week and the airline 
is hoping to break (he 100,000- 
passenger mark. 

He pointed out that the growth 
paralleled (he tremendous increase 
in German tourism to Israel, with 
Germans constituting the second 
largest group of tourists, after the 
Americans. With its increosing 
share of the overall market, he said. 
Israel has become an important 
destination. 

It also had become a profitable 
route, he said, until this year, a year 
of setbacks for airlines all over the 
world. In comparison with other air- 
lines, Schoiber said, Lufthansa’s 
position has not delerioroted too 
badly. As far as the. Israel run is con- 
cerned, it suffered in particular 
from (he drop in the value of the 
German mbrk, and the drop in buy- 
ing power of the average Germun, 
' whose salary is not finked. 

A mbre Serious problem iS that of 
the charters, not (hut he. is opposed 
to charter tllghts, he stressed. 
Lufthansa itself has its own Condor 
charter company. But he does feel 
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thot there has been a tendency to 
break the rules and sell places on 
charter flights to what he calls 
regular passengers — people who 
would in fact fly on scheduled 
flights if there were no opponuniiy 
to pick up the cut-price tickets. 

SCHOIBER expressed no glee over 
El ArsdlfHculties. Rather than con- 
sider the Israel national airline a 
competitor, he said, he feels it is a 
sister airline, with the competition 
coming from other airlines who 
want to get in on the lucrative 
Israei-Germany route. 

Both El Al and Lufthansa have 
promoted travel between the two 
countries. While Lufthansa no 
doubt picked up some passengers 
during El Al's troubles, in the end it 
too would lose by a shut down of the 
Israeli carrier. 

A composite picture of the pas- 
sengers from Germany was 
provided by Frank Sehr, Israel urea 
sales manager, who points out ihul 
tourists are attracted by Israel's 
history, recreation fociliiies und 
religious sites, with a relatively 
small number of businessmen 
rounding out the picture. 

The Israelis going to Gernuin in- 
clude a relatively large number of 
businessmen; German Jews going to 
tdsii friends and relatives: und many 
who go to Germany's spas and 
health resorts. 

Another growing group of pu.v- 
sengers is young people from both 
Germany and Israel who want lo 
know more about each other's 
countiy. In no other two counlrie.v. 
Schoiber said, does there exist such 
mutual interest. 


CAL 

Yitzhak Oked 

CAL, the Israeli Cargo Airline 
Company, is a success slor>’ in 
Cologne Airport. The Germans coll 
the CAL planes the "Israeli green 
bombers," because the planes ure 
used mainly lo export "green" 
agricultural products ond flowers 
from Israel to Germuny and other 
countries in Europe. 

In 1976, CAL was set up by 
Israel's agricultural organizations, 
including all the production and 
marketing boards. (These some 
organizations hold 50 per cent of 
Agrexco, the Israeli Agricultural 
produce export company. The other 
50 per cent of Agrexco is owned by 
the government, while CAL is fully 
owned by the farmers.) 

The farmers decided upon selling 
up Cal after feeling that other air- 
lines were overcharging them. In 
order to compete on European 
markets, they had to cut down con- 
siderably on transportation costs to 
the Continent. 

A group of young Israelis, headed 
by former Israeli air force com- 
mander Mordehai "Motii" Hod. 
were called in by the farmers to 
make the airline a reality. 

After studying European maps. 
Cologne Airport was chosen for its 
geographical location in the centre 
or Europe, with good roads lo ull 
major European cities. 

Prior to CAL’S arrival in 1976 the 
total cargo tonnage of Cologne air>> 
port was 19,000 tons. In 1977 (when 
Cal arrived) the tqlal tonnage in- 
creased to 45,000 tons. 

Since CAL started Us operatidn 
Cologne/Bonn airport has risen to 
second place for cargo amorig all, 
German airports, Today; the airport 
has three warehouses, enlarged of-, 
flee buildings and airport ofncials. 
tire hoping that Israeli agriculluriil. 
exports will still expand; : , . . ‘ 
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ZIM - 

Second Largest Container 
Fleet in the world 
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ZIM - 

Innovation and Advanced 
I Managerial Organization 

ZIM - 

More Ports of Call » 

than any Other Company k 


These are some of the facts given In a series of articles published In — 


"CONTAINERISATION INTERNATIONAL 

{London, June — July 1980) 

One of the world's leading shipping iournals 
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ISRAEL NAVIGATION COMPANY LTD. 


CARMEL CHEMICALS LTD. 

UF resins for foani Insulation with low 
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THE FIRST group of Goriuan 
young people who visited Israel as 
part of a cultural exchange 
programme in 1961 were so ap* 
prehensive about anti-German feel- 
ings here that they arrived under the 
guise of being Frenchmen. 

The exchange programme has 
come a long way since ihen. and 
brought many thousands of 
Germans to Israel, as well as thou- 
sands of Israeli youths to Germany. 
Labour MK Adi Amoral, who was 
appointed chairman of the Public 
Council for Youth Exchange by late 
education minister Yigal Allon in 
1973, says that the interchange lios 
increused understanding between 
the two countries on a human, per- 
sonnl level. 

Youth exchange schemes 
between Israel and foreign 
countries began in 1956 with 
France, when warm relations ex- 
isted. Despite the cooling between 
the two, youth exchanges con- 
tinued. Then, in the early Sixties, 


Getting personal 

Labour MK ADI AMORAI describes the 
work of the Public Council for Youth 
Exchange to The Post's Judy Siegel. 


David ' Ben-Gurion and Konrad 
Adenauer prepared the ground for 
reconciliation between Germany 
.and Israel, and youth exchanges 
were viewed as a good way to 
promote better understanding. A 
formal agreement was signed with 
Dr. Rolf Pauls, the German l-edcrul 
Republic's first ambussadur lii 
Israel who was devoted lu the c.x- 
changes. 

- The arrival of German youth here 
and the despatching of Israeli young 
people to Germany was controver- 
sial enough in 1972 to produce a 
stormy Knesset debate that led to 


the establishment of a special 
parliamentary commission on the 
subject. It was found that a 
centralized authority was needed to 
arrange and supervise these c.x- 
changes with Germany — and the 
public council was established. 

Participants are divided into two 
categories, says Amorai, the Align- 
ment's top economic expert. 

"THERE are the 'multiplicuiurs' — 
young people aged 21 to 35 who in- 
fluence others, includinc teachers, 
conimunily workers and public opin- 
ion moulders. The Germans sub- 


sidize 75 per cent of the fure ot 
Israeli mulliplicalors," says the 
MK. The second group are young 
people, aged 16 to 18. "The 
Germans subsidize their fare by 5U 
per cent, as well as helping to 
finance the cost of the escorts and 
the hosts," he adds. 

About one-third of the Israeli 
multiplicators are recommended by- 
mu nicipalities and local councils, 
the rest being sent by the Histadrui 
and its affiliates, youth movements, 
the police and political parties. "No 
Israeli can just volunteer to go,“ 
Amorai says. "We didn't want to 
organize cheap junkets. They must 
be recommended. Even the 
teenagers who are sent must be able 
to represent Israel successfully by 
their ability to communicalc ideas 
about Israel." 

All Israeli tours to Germnay in- 
clude visits to places connected 
with the Holocaust, like Dachuu or 
the Bergcn-Belsen concentration- 
camps. "For a young Israeli, this i.s 


often a painful confrontation," says 
Amorai. The German hosts accom- 
pany them in a poignant wreath- 
laying ceremony. 

The Germans who come to Israel 
for two to four weeks also have 
several required visits on their 
itinerary: to Yad Vashem, Mas&du. 
a kibbutz, a moshav and a develop- 
ment town. The exchange pro- 
gramme participants are housed in 
youth hostels and in private homes. 

The council has conducted a 
number of follow-up studies — 
someone has even done a doctorate 
on the German groups who visited 
Israel — and found that the ex- 
change visits have long-lasting el- 
fecls on participants. Amorai as- 
serts that “there Is a line of national 
lenders in the parties, the 
municipalities and parliament ol 
Germany who have a positive and 
informed perception of Israel. This 
cadre of people forms a bridge 
between nations, neither of which 
can be allowed to forget the pa.st.'* 


By A Special Correspondcnl 
"WHAT do you think of when you 
hear the word 'Jew'?" a young 
wonmn, equiped with tape recorder, 
recently asked pnssershy on a 
Cologne street. •'Israel,'' "they 
arc people like you ond me." "the 
iwlilical siiuuiion in the Middle 
East" "suffering," "Krhtulinuihi ' 
were among the answers. 

The woman asking the questions 
was Inken Pape, one of a group of 
young Germans about to go on a 
youth exchange trip to Israel. I'he 
questions were part of her assign- 
ment for the final preparation- 
seminar before the visit. 


The young lead the way 


Woman's role in Israel, Israel's 
economic situation, the function ol 
the kibbutzim, integration of 
minorities, neo-Nazi tendencies in 
the Federal Republic of German), 
were other seminar themes tuckkd 
by the young panicipanls who 
spend (1 year preparing for their 
visit. Thus, when they arrive in 
Israel, tltey have much more thun a 
fleeting knowledge of the country 
and some of .its problems. 

In 1979, 5,000 young Germans 
spent (WO weeks in 248 separate 


programmes studying difforem 
aspects of life in Israel, at a cost of 
DM I,8.50,0(.i0 In the same year, 
almost 2,000 young Israelis par- 
ticipated in 9g programmes in Ger- 
many at a cost of DM I, .320,000. 

This is a dramatic change from 20 
years ago when (he idea of sending 
young people to "see for 
themselves" was horn. When, in the 
mid -Fifties, the German-1 sradi 
youth exchange hud its lr,igilc 
beginnings, the very first German 
youths who came (u Israel 


presented themselves as 
Englishincii in the streets of Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem — they, like 
their young Israeli hosts, feared 
adverse reactions from Holocaust 
survivors. 

Today, says Hariwig Lyrik, on thc 
staff of the inlernatiunul youth 
policy department of the German 
Federal Ministry of Youth, Health 
and Family, some lO.OOU young 
people travel each year between 
Germany and Israel in government- 
sponsored programmes meant \v 
build u bridge of understanding, 
Lyrik, whose department provides 
the framework and "sets (he ue- 


eeiits” for youth exchange with all 
European countries and Japan and 
the Arab world, stresses that the 
programme w ith Israel is Us most hi- 
-lensive of all 

LYRIK, a young man with whul he 
calls "a great personal iiivoivcmem 
with Israel." says that through the 
20 years of the prognimnics es- 
istcnce, (he subject of Wr.suhnuni: 
— reconciliation — has decreased 
in importance and m frequency of 
discussion umong youths of both 
sides, "Collective responsibility i> 
replacing collective guilt." is how 
he puts it. 
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SPORT is theoretically a cement of 
friendship between nations, 
although admittedly a soccer 
match between Honduras and El 
Salvador did cause a war between 
these two countries. Otherwise, 
sport, on both formal and informul 
levels, has done much to develop 
harmonious relations between 
Germans and Israelis. 

The Wingate Institute for 
Physical Education and Sport, near 
Netanya, has been a particular 
beneficiary of German goodwill. 
The latest example of this was (he 
dedication of an all-purpose sports 
hall, accommodating 700 spec- 
tators. this month, in the presence 
of the donor, Franz Hcrshlrit, who 
chose this way to commemorate his 
86lh birthday. 

Earlier this year, a large building 
housing the Berlin Gymnasia was 
also dedicated. This major facility, 
donated by the Berlin Senate, has a 
main gymnasium, a secondary gym- 
nasium for apparatus work, and a 
third for movement training. 

The research department of the 
Institute, headed by Dr. Uriel Simri. 
is working on physical, medical, 
psychological and biomechunica) 
aspects of sporting activities. Tlicir 
research deals not only with the 
country's lop sportsmen, but also 
with the aged and the handicapped 
This dep.'mment works closely with 
Dr. Manfred Leminer of the Sporl.v 
Centre in Cologne, one of the 
largest and best of its kind In the 
world. 

German experts have run 
workshops for coaches at the in- 
stitute. Among them were Rnlf 
Fleischmann, a track and field 
authority, and Slotan Ciric. a 
teacher of handball. 



Sport 


Philip Gillon 




swimming teams are concentrated 
in the Institute for intensive training 
prior to major events. So the in- 
fluence of Germans on Israeli sport 
through their help to the Institute 
spreads throughout the country like 
ripples on a pond. 

Other sporting contacts with Ger- 
many have been established by the 
Jerusalem Municipality, which ar- 
ranges exchanges of youth groups. 
Recently, 16 of the lop junior 
players in Frankfurt and Cologne 
participated in un international ten- 
nis tournament at the Israel Tennis 
Centre in Ramat Hasharon. Several 
of the great soccer teams of 
Western Germany, such as Borous- 
sill Muenchcngladbach have come 
to Israel to play friciiclly matches 
against niitiuiml or club leanis. 


Almost twin-towns 


Ze'ev Schul on the Tel Aviv-Cologne connections. 


y , • 


F..tl)ier Shahaniorov-Roi)i (Riihinger) 


The Wingate Institute is l.srud's 
largest and best eqiiippcil college 
for the training of physical educa- 
tion icnchors, sports couches utul in- 
structors. It also iniins 
physiotherapists for work in 
hospitals and rehnbililalion centres. 
Because of the excellence of its 
facilities, Israel's internaiionul 
basketball, football, athletic and 


THIS on lUi informul level arc very 
strong. Several Israeli sportsmen 
have gone to Oermuny to study or 
train. The country's grculesl ulhlele 
ever, Esther Shuhnmorov-Rulh, 
perfected her technique during a 
year spent in Germany. Dri 
Miilmilian. Jerusalem's soccer star, 
went to Germany for uti operation 
on A knee thul hud given him trem- 
ble for years. 

Duiiny Gelley, head coach 
at the Israel Tennis Centre in 
Jeriisulum, studied for five years in 
the Si'orls Centre in Cologne, and 
gruduuted there with the equivalent 
of u muster' .s degree, hie explains 
why he went to Germany for his 
training.; "1 did not get u 
scholarship, but the tuition was ub- 
solmely free. The standard is the 
highest in Western Europe. Ger- 
many is crammed full of Israelis in- 
terested In sport and physical 
education." 


SOME Tel A9iv municipal council 
members, including Holocaust sur- 
vivors and Herul diehards, objected 
to a full fledged "(winning" 
relationship between the cities of 
Cologne, Rhineland, and their own. 
But they did acquiesce to a lesser 
cooperation agreement, duly signed 
stamped and ratified by Mayors 
Shlomo Lahat and Ober- 
burgermeisicr Norberi Burger of 
Cologne here in October. 

Mayor Burger notes that the 
agreements between the cities are 
not one-way deals nor arc they 
necessarily linked to maicriul as- 
sistance. "Ideas are what count," he 
says. An example is that Cologne is 
interested in the way Tel Aviv 
solves Its integration of com- 
munities problems. The Cermnn 
city has some sizeable problems of 
its own. including o 70,000 Turkish 
"gucstworkers" contingent. 

Mayor Luhat. who was born in 
Berlin in 1927, and cnnic here aged 
six, says that he has always been in 
favour of establishing firm relations 
with Gertnuny, towns included. 

"Hut I had to bear in mind the at- 
titude of the Likud party to which i 
belong. In l‘374, when I came into 
office, h WQ.S still strenuously op- 
posed to any form of relationship 
with Germany." 

Lahai saw it as part of his duty to 
convince the Herul party of the im- 
portance of inuimainingiood rela- 
tions with Germany, suggesting that 
some party members go to Ger- 
many and invite Germans to come 


here, to deal with them overtly and 
not “under the table... 

“As to our not having any formal 
fraternal twinning document — 1 
am reminded of what Dubcek is 
reported to have said once: Ion his 
'fraternal relations' with the Rus- 
sians! “Friends — unlike relatives 
— are people you can choose." 

Only a trickle of Jews returned to 
Cologne after the 2nd World War. 
Very few of them represented the 
original community; the 
overwhelming majority' were 
refugees from Eastern countries. 

Norbcri Burger, born in 1932, 
'was one year old when the Na/.is 
came to power and 12 years at war's 
end. To him, Kristullnachl nf 
November 1938 is u senes ot bluck 
and white "candid shots" engraved 
in his memory — of the sound of 
breaking glass — of bicycles being 
dropped out of windows and groups 
of people driven out of their homes. 
“I couldn't hove been more than six 
ycurs old at the lime yet the recol- 
lection is there, unerasablc..." 

A law graduate. Burger is married 
and father of three children. Tliis is 
his si.xth visit to Israel. 

In the civil adiiiinixtrulion of his 
country he hu.s conic up the hard 
way, Including a slim as nssisianl 
government spokesituin and head ol 
a ministerial departmenl. He has 
been a member of the Cologne city 
council — honorary and unpaid — 
since 1975 and the elected mayor 
for over a year.- His party affiliation 
is Social Democrat. 
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When Ben*Giirion 
met Adenauer 

THIS description of the historic meeting between 
David Ben-Gurion and Konrad Adenauer in i960 
was originally published in The Jerusalem Post 
only in April 1966. on the eve of Adenauer's visit to 
Israel the following month. He was then 90 years old. 
and died a few months later. 

At the time of the hi.storic meeting described by Ari 
Rath in the article. Ben-Gurion u'fl.v 73 and Adenauer 
H4. This explains why B-G agreed .straightaway to go to 
the Chancellor \s .suite for the meeting. The six-year gap 
in printing the piece — written from memory — was 
due to the ‘touchier details.' Ari Rath, now the Post's 
Editor and Managing Director, was Diplomatic 
Correspondent in I960, at the time of this meeting. 


THE lobby and 35ih floor of (he 
Waldorf AsioriaToivers u-ere teem- 
ing with American. Israeli and 
German security ofneer-s, mingling 
with the newsmen and plinio* 
graphers. It whs still uiirly. a misty 
New York morning on March 14. |%(i 
and cv'cryone hud converged on the 
fnshioimblc hotel in a tense, expec- 
tant mood. They wanted to be iix 
close Its po.ssible to the historic en- 
counter the first formui meeting 
between Heads of Government of 
the independent Stale of Israel and 
of post«wtir Germany. 

It needed statesmen and national 
leuders of the calibre of Konrad 
Adenuuer and David B en-G urion to 
attempt to overcome the horrors of 
the past and to begin a new era in 
relations between the Jewish and 
German people. Driven by the 
tremendous burden of history 
weighing on them, the two men 
were to find accord and mutual un- 
derstanding, as if renewing an old 
acquaintance established through a 
continuous e.xchange of letters. 

One has to understand the spirit 
of the meeting on March 14. I960, 
together with the undercurrents 
already then evident in the Bonn 
Foreign Ministry, lobe able to com- 
prehend the apparent deviation 
from Adenauer's original intentions 
by the present West German ad- 
ministration. 

The very fact and date of the 
Adenauer^Ben-Gurion meeting was 
shrouded in secrecy until the lust 
moment. Both Heads of Govern- 
ment were due in the (J.5. at the 
same time on "unofficiar' visits, 
and during their previous exchange 
of letters the possibility of meeting 
on neutral ground had been sug- 
gested. Mr. Ben-Gurion had ap- 
parently agreed to such a meeting in 
recognition of Dr. Adenauer's out- 
standing initiative regarding the 


German Reparations agreement 
and its implementation “to the let- 
ter," which was made possible by 
(he Chanceffor's well-known 
German Government siafemcnl of 
September 19.^1. It W'us then that a 
German leader, for the first time, 
assumed responsibility for crimc.s 
committed against the Jew ish peo- 
ple during (he Na/t period. Dr. 
Adenauer's statement in (he 
Bundestag spoke of “unspeakable 
crimes that were perpetrated in the 
aame of the German people, which 
impose upon them (he obligation to 
make moral and material amends." 

But it was not until Sunday even- 
ing, March IJ, I960, that the 
Adenaue>-Ben*Gurlon meeting was 
finally confirmed by (he late 
German Foreign Minister. Dr. 
Heinrich von Brentano. and the 
Israel Ambassador in Washington. 
Mr, Avraham Harman. The time 
was set for the following riturning. 
and since by then both Prime 
Ministers would be slaying at the 
Waldorf Astoria Towers on New 
York’s Park Avenue and 50lh 
Street, it was agreed to hold the 
meeting there. 

Chancellor Adenauer occupied 
(he Presidential suite on the 
Waldorfs 35th floor, while Prime 
Minister Ben-Gurion's party stayed 
on the 37lh floor. Dr. Adenauer had 
indicated that he would definitei) 
be prepared to come up to Mr. Ben- 
Gurion and hold the meeting in the 
Israel Prime Minister's suite. Mr. 
Ben-Gurion, however, apparently 
in deference to the German 
statesman's great age. decided that 
he would go down to meet him. 

Newsmen and photographers 
were (old to assemble on the 35th 
floor well before 9.30 on the Mon- 
day morning, the lime set for the 
meeting. We had arrived by train 
from Washington at midnight on 
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Sunday, accompanying Mr. Bcn- 
Gurion's party. 

Not taking limc-lablcs too 
scrioudy. 1 got to the Wuldorf 
Astoria only a few minutes before 
the 9.30 deadline, just in time to 
meet Mr, Ben-Gurion's party on the 
37ih floor preparing to go down to 
Dr. Adenauer's suite. 

An American security ofricial ap- 
proached Mr. Ben-Gurion and 
asked him politely whether he 
would mind walking down two 
flights instead of using the elevator 
as its door downstairs was blocked 
by scores of journnlists and 
photographers. “Of course, 1 like to 
walk." w-as Ben-Gurion's prompt 
reply. 

i went with the official puru 
down the stairs straight into 
Adenauer's suite, the entrance to 
which was roped off to keep the 
press at a distance. An Israeli und u 
German security officer identified 
and approved the credentials of 
each person allowed into the 
German Chancellor's doniuitt. unii 
before 1 knew what was happening I 
satv Dr. Adenauer coming touurJ.s 
Mr. Ben-Gurion. welcoming him 
with a hearty handshake and 
leading him into the main room ot 
the suite. They were accompanied 
only by two inicrpreiers — Mr. 
.Aryeh Manor, isniel's Economic 
Minister in the U.S.. und the 
Chancellor's chief interpreter. Mr. 
Heinz Weber. 

These two were the only eye- 
witnesses to the historic meeting, 
and any written record of the 
meetif^ is bused on the long-ha nJ 
notes they took as they prepared to 
translate — Manor from Hebrevs 
Into German and Weber from 


German into English. 

The Israel party which accnni- 
panied Mr. Ben-Gurion to 
Adenauer's suite comprised .Ambas- 
sador Harman, Mr. Vu'ucov Her- 
zog, then Israel Minister m 
Washington, Mr. Teddy KoMek. 
then Director-General of the Prime 
Minister's Office. Mr. Yit/hak 
Navon. and Aluf-Mishne Hamt 
Ben-David. Mr, Ben-Gurion's 
Political and Military Secretaries, 
and Mr. Michael Arnon. the Em- 
bassy's Press Counsellor. They all 
settled down in u room set aside fi*r 
them to the left of Adenauer's con- 
fcrencc room. Drinks and 
sandwiches to last the entire murn- 
ing had been- prepared. 

In order not to intrude on their 
consultations, I moved after the first 
drink to the suite's udjaeem cor- 
ridor, where Adenauer's special as- 
sistant. Dr. Kranz-Jiiscf Bach, soiHi 
discovered that I wiis neither a 
member of the official party nor 
belonged to the Israeli security peo- 
ple. He approached A/M Ben- 
David and inquired who I was. 
learning to his great surprise that a 
journalist had penetrated the "iimer 
sanctuary." 

A few minutes of coitsuliulions 
between Dr. Buch and tite German 
Governinenl spokesman. Dr. l-clix 
von Eckardi. brought u decision to 
let me slay since it might have 
proved embarrassing to "esper an 
Israeli journulisl from the Chancel- 
lor's suite. 

To pass the lime Dr. von Eckardi 
engaged me in u conversation on 
the history of the day's meeimg. He 
also used the opportunity to explain 
that during his recent tour of Arab 
capitals he had been misunderstood 


by a Reuter corruspunUenl in Am- 
man, who had quoted him as say mg 
that there would be no diplomaiie 
relaiions between Germany and 
Israel after completion oi the 
Rep.iraiioiis agreement. 

Meanw'hile, when the .Adenauer- 
Ben-Ciunon meeting had already 
been in progress for almost un hour, 
an Israel-German "crisis" was 
brewing in the suite's anterooms. I 
noiieed Dr. Bach going buck and 
forth from the Israel party's room to 
some mysterious back door. I ssuni 
found out that German l-oreign 
Minister von Brentano wns being 
L'onsalied there on the final drnli ol 
the L'liaitcellor's statemem follow- 
ing the meeting. It hud been agreed 
beforehand Ihiii no joint comnuuii- 
qiie wtuilil he issued -- this up- 
pareiUly would have been too switl 
and loo friendly a move after the 
first meeting — but that Mr. Ben- 
Ourioii and Dr. Adenauer would 
each read a separate, but mutaally- 
agreed stuientenl. 

The Israeli side insisted iltai Dr. 
Adenauer's statement should coii- 
luin a phrase making explieii 
reference to Germany's continued 
‘‘support" for Israel, while Dr. 
Brentano and the Chancellor's ad- 
visers would merely agree li' a 
phrase speaking of future "coopera- 
tion and understanding." 

Wlicn it became apparent there 
would be a deadlock and that no 
agreement had been reached on the 
leM of Adenauer's statemem. it was 
decided to submit the decision to 
the Chancellor himself. Mr. Mer/og 
and Dr. Bach wctti into the con- 
ference room 10 present Dr. 
Adenauer with the problem, both 
e.xplaining their viewpoints in 


German. Without a moment of 
hesiuiiion the Chancellor overruled 
his I'orcign Minister and suid "write 
whatever the Israelis suggest." 

The final draft of Dr. Adenauer's 
siutenteni. which he read out in 
German over television at the end 
of the meeting, said: 

"I am deeply moved by niy 
meeting with Prime Minister David 
Ben-Gurion. For u long lime i have 
been an admirer of li i s 
statesmanship and sleadfusiness us 
the chief architect of modern Israel 
and its remarkable development. 

"The German people draw deep 
salisfiiclion from the fact that 
ihriHigh restitution to victims of 
Nazism a coiunhulion was made 
towards the proce.ss of rehiihiliia- 
lion in Israel. 

"i am sure that the German peo- 
ple as well as my Guvenimciii are 
convinced ihiU our mutual coopera- 
tion with .\upport Jor Isruej will 
continue to bear fruit in the future." 

Once the issue of the Chancel- 
lor's siaiemenl was settled, the 
meeting iissumed a lighter mood as 
a number of aides of both Adenauer 
and Ben-Gurion joined in. 

Speaking hailing French to he nhtc 
III cuninwnicale direcily, Ben-Ciirion 
inlii .iilennucr ihai he couM noi coni’ 
peic with his vigour aiitl relulid a Mary 
he had heard tihiwi one nj the 
i'luincvllor\s 21 grandchildren. Asked 
hv . Ulenaiier ahoui his plans' }or a 
I'areer, the grambon b Mippostd to 
have replied that he wanted to hccuntc 
Chancellor himu'll some day. t>i. 

. Idenaiirr reporiedlv hod retorted ihiii 
this wrw impo.ssihlc since "there coiiid 
he only one ChanceUor Adeiiiiui’r at a 
lime.” 

f>r, .Adenauer listened tv the sttn',\ 


patiently, trying to suppre.ss hi.v 
laughter. Then he explained.- "Bui 
Mr. Ben-Guriori. this iv really pumy. I 
heard ike same st/iry told about you 
and your grandson . ' ' 

Soon afterwards the first wave of 
photographers was allowed into the 
room for official photos as each 
Prime Minister read out his con- 
cluding statement. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion. reading from 
the English (ext — ■ no Hebrew ver- 
sion had been prepared — said; 

"1 am gind to meet Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer. 1 belong to u 
country which cannot forget the 
past, but wc remember the past not 
in order to go back to it. hut so that 
it shall never recur. 

"1 suid in the Knesset last summer 
chat the Gerniuny of today was not 
the Germany of yesterday and iifler 
my meeting with the Chancellor I 
am sure niy judgement was correct. 

"1 wish the Chancellor all success 
in his efforts to guide Germany in 
the path of democracy." 

Ben-Gurion's statement seemed 
to have summed up his personal 
feelings about this momentous oc- 
casion. On his way out front 
Adenauer's suite I hud a chance to 
ask for his cummeni; "The honour 
of the Jewish people is uppermost 
in my mind and I fed I am fulfilling 
my duty as a Jew and as a human 
being by having met with ihu 
Chancellor." 

Official Israel und German cars 
were lined up in front of the 5(Uh 
Street eniriince (u the Wuldort 
Astoria Towers. The bluck-ruj-gold 
German flag Hew on one mast, bat 
Israel's colours were nut displayed, 
at the explicit request of the Israel 
Embassy. 


Martin Hauirr 
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Shalom al Israel 


Aus den Tiubiichero 
eines deuu Aen Juden 
IM9-1967 


Schriftenrcilieder 

Bundeszentrale 

rurpoliiisclicBikliing 


raefisch- ; ^ 

Mische ■ 
Sinflikt ; 


alxjlishing picjudkc 
(viiic-.il iuiitlysis of the Niizi era 
fL'crjiidliaiion v\*itJi Judaism 
pt'onioting iindeistaiicling betwft-n 
Isi“acl and Camany 


Our Adiievements 

— ax'atioii and disst-miiwrioii oi 

1. inibniiation (bf all citbeens oi ihc 
FudoiTtl Republic of Cennany 

2. tducaiioiuil tools for i«ichci>i aiitl 
Students 

— seminars and- coni'erciiccs . for 
palagogiail jx.*reonncl in youth and 
atluk education 

— study nips to Israti Ibv kt-s' pcfsoni icl in 
political aliwaLion, dunny; dw past 20 
yous 

— iinandal support lor the rccondliaiicjii 


Our address f . 

Crntit for Political Foniiation 
' Berliner, Frciheit 7 . .. 

i D 5300 Bonn I '‘j , t > 

; Federar Republic of Ce;rrnaiTiy ; ' 


lBUNDf^HR4'U 


..a 



Monday 




•• ' PAGjB T^t^TV-NlNE'. 











i 


i 


I 


' i 

I 

I 

I 

J 

■ i 

' I 






The Mandarin 
Apartment 
Hotel 

presents the rate sheet 
that outrates the best hotels 




HOTEL COSTS 
(Luxury Accommodation) 

MANDARIN APARTMENT HOTEL 
(Luxury Accommodation) 

Ltr> 0 th of Vacation Time Coit 

Length of Vacation Time Cost 

t Night $ 75 

1 Waak $ 625 

1 Waak Per Year* 

forlOYaan $6,250 

* Subject to inflBiIonary Increase 

. 1 Week Every Year Porevar $1,600 
Maintenance par Year* $60 
Maintenance for 10 Years S 600 

Total for 10 Yaara $3,100 

* Subject to inflationary Ineraaae 

Ooubla Occupancy Suite. 

Doubts Occupsney Suite. 



The Mandarin Apartment Hotel, brings to Israel the concept of Time- 
sharing. for a ONE-TIME ONL,Y purchase^ you can own a holiday suite 
for the exact amount of weeks that you desire. You may exchange your 
holiday time In Israel for that in any of MO resorts world-wide. Through 
Mandarin Timesharing, you automatically become an exclusive member 
of Resort CorKlomlniums International, the largest resort exchange 
network In the world. 

lOAIDON 32/33 Maryletaone High Slroai. London Wt. Tol 01-4S6 7938 
▲ \ 487 6089 

U.8.A. in High Ridgo Road. Stamford. Connoesos. Tol. 203-357.8281. 
TCL AVIV Kikar Aiarim Suila 222. 63573 Tal 03-28S082. 265077 




Yes. / would like information on the MANDARIN. 

IMame: 

Address 


miAiy 


ISRAELI-GERMAN SOCIETY 


The Israeli-German Society and its sister organization in 
Germany, (he German-I&racii Society, have recently held 
their Sth conference in Israel. The German society was 
represented at the conrerence by a number of well-known 
personalities and parliumentarians. 


The theme of Ihe conference was: ‘Msrucl-Germuny with a 
view into the future.'* The conference 1ms engendered 
considerable interest not only among the Lsrncii members 
ol (he society, but also among Knesset members and all 
sections of the Press. 


The aim of the .society is to develop and advance closer 
relations between the peoples of Israel and Germany in the 
political, economic, social, cultural and scientific Helds, 
and atiruci the interest of wide circles of the Israeli public. 


Help promolc the alms of the .Society by Joining It. 
Contact the Israell-Germaii Society: 


Tel Aviv 
P.O.B. 26176 


Jerusalem ' 
P.O.B. 323 1 


Haifa 

P.O.B.4777 


ngriarlyg glass 


lymbainiqir 


do ARTISTIC 
GLASS PRODUCTS 


A beautiful range of funcuonjl 
and oinarrental glassware 
Plaies. Dishes and Aihtiays 
Glass pictures. Wall clocks 
Novelties — Sales Promotion 
Gilts 

Chriiimas nee ornaments and 
miniature glass pictures 
in gift packittg 

Andreas Moyer Lid . 
22100 Nahailyo, P.O B. 64. 
Tel. 04-920066. Isreel 


AVAll.A!tLF. AT 

ISteimatzky’s 


Dwindling 

investments 


Economic Editor Meir Merhav visits the German 

Development Company to learn why 

German Investments in Israel are on the decline. 



THE FEDERAL Republic of Ger- 
many is Israel's second-biggeM 
trade partner, on ihe import as well 
as on the c.xport side. German iii- 
veslmenl in Israel, however, is 
relatively in.significnnt, although a 
figure of DM600m. is often quoted 
us representing the total cumulative 
German investment here. But the 
flow has been dwindling in reeciil 
years. 

Some of that is due to the general 
relu dunce of German 
entrepreneurs to invest in develop- 
ing countries, and to prefer in- 
dustrialized countries as investment 
outlets. Although Israel is no longer 
officially classified as a developing 
country, it is still regarded as such in 
terms of economic and political ri.sk 
and general characteristics. There is 
little doubt that the recent stagna- 
tion in the German economy »Ihi 
plays its purl, and that there is a 
great deal of ignorance about 
Israel's economy — even among 
people who might be expected to be 
belter informed. 

But the greater part of the fuilure 
to attract investments from Ger- 
many has to do with economic con- 
ditions in Israel — its high rutc of in- 
flation, which is incomprehensible 
for Germans who ure throw n into a 
panic by an annual inflation that is 
the monthly norm for Israel: the 
decline of investments by Israeli 
Hrms themselves, w hich shrivels uny 
need or desire to look for German 
partners; and — last but not least — 
the apparent lack of interest in at- 
tracting foreign investors. 

This emerged quite clearly in 
talks with the Deutsche 
Eniwicklungsgesellschafl. the 
German Development Company — 
a finance and development corpora- 
tion run on private enterprise prin- 
ciples and funded by the federal 
government. The DEG, with a sub- 
scribed share capital of DM lb., was 
established in 1962. It finances, 
through equity participation and 
longterm loans with equity features 
(participation in the bourd of 
management), German private in- 
vestments in Joint ventures in the 
Third World and in the poorer 
countries of Europe. 

By Ihe end of 1980, the DEG hud 
committed a total of DM723m. in 
191 projects throughout the world, 


with a total invesiment of 
DM6,S28m. In Israel, the DEG had 
a participation in three enterprises 
— the Israeli Steel Milts in Acre. 
Ocean Textile.s in Jerusaiem (towel, 
ling goods) and Rolcm Fertilizers in 
Arad (phosphoric acid). 

The guiding principle of the DEG 
is to provide financial as well as ad- 
visory and management assistance 
to joint ventures between Gorman 
enterprises and firms in the 
recipient countries. It is normally a 
condition of the DEG's financial n<!- 
sislance that the local partner piir- 
licipate in the equity cnpital of the 
project, art^ that h is run on privaie 
enterprise lines even if publicly 
owned. In addition, the DEG also 
finances and assists local develop- 
ment banks. 

The DEG's financial ussisiance, 
including its equity participation, is 
provided as a revolving fund. Its 
equity participation i.s sold after 
eight to 12 years, and the partners in 
the project ure given u l1r.si opition 
on the purchase of the shares held 
by (he DEG. 

A talk with Dr. Alexander 
Freiherr von Girsewald, director for 
Medi(ernine«'in and Near Eastern 
countries in the DEG. and Dr. Hans 
Bokermann. manager of public 
relations and economic affairs, 
revealed the emphasis placed on the 
so-called investment climate and 
the special problems relating to in- 
vestment in Isrnel. 

Israel, it emerged, is not' viewed 
currently as a very attractive invest- 
ment outlet for German investors, 
and consequently also not for as- 
sistance by the DEG. The impres- 
sion was confirmed during a conver- 
sation with managing director 
Leulfried Karenberg, 

"Investment in Israel, as in other 
countries,” Dr. Bokermann 
observed, ^'depends highly on the 
investment climate, and in recent 
years the interest of German in- 
vestors in Israel has diminished. 
Although cumulative investment in 
Israel has gone up, (he flow of an- 
nual direct investment has shrunk 
by 40 per cent a year.” 

The DEG, he explained, seeks to 
counterbalance the generul 
preference of German business for 
invesiment either in highly in- 
dustrialized countries or in Asian 


A trip unlike the others 


By a Special Correspondent 


A CITY tour like no other lx 
uvuilnbic for (he traveller to the 
northern German harbour of 
Bremen. It is a trip to the sites of 
Nazi persecution and torture and 
the sites of resisloncc to Nazism. 

These places in Bremen, like 
hundreds of similor sites of its 
kind throughout Germany, will be 
listed soon in a systematic way. A 
'"pedagogical travel guide'* 
cataloguing and describing former 
concentration camps,, points '!of 
deportation, sites where synagogues 
unce stood and spots where resis- 
lunls were executed, is due to be' 


published next November. The 
booklet is meant especially for 
young Germans — more than half 
of (Be total German population — 
who did not experience Nazism. 

The guide is the brainchild of 
Horst Dahihnus, one of three direc- 
tors of the Centre for Political For- 
mation, a government-supported 
organization which has a three- 
pronged programme; 

• An impartial approach to 
German history — the transmission 
of information especially concern- 
ing , the Weimar Republic, the 
period of National Socialism und 
the' development of the. Federal 
Republic. ’ 

6 • The. fight against prejudice and. 
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countries that provide access to raw 
materials. The DEG therefore con- 
centrates its assistance on Al'ricim 
countries, where invesimeni is Jil- 
ficuit. 

The decline of interest in in- 
vesimenis in Israel, Dr. Bokermunn 
^.xpbins, is in part the result of the 
growing reluctance to invest in un> 
developing country, mainly because 
these countries have become highly 
indebted and iheir creditworthiness 
h.v» fallen. 

In answer to my question whether 
lu^ael & not un exception in this 
respect. Dr. Bokermunn says that 
this may be true from the economic 
viewpoint, but that investors also ‘ 
consider political fuciors. 
Surprisingly, he quotes a high-risk 
rating given to Israel by the 
Business Environment Information 
Index published by the University 

Delaware. 

The wise men in Delaware who 
compile the index comment Ihui 
for Israel, “trade only is advisable” 
— Le.. no investments. Why is ihaf? 
Because the “recent elections have 
revealed that Israeli society is deep- 
ly divided belween -left imd riglti. 
betw'cen Jews of orienltil und 
western heritage, secular und 
religious, und haw ks and doves. The 
policies to be followed by the new 
government will sufferby ihcM.* divi- 
sions and by the demands of the 
sntall «>uiilion furlnets. Begin will k 
able to form a new- governmcin bin 
the fragility of this govcrnmcni will 
prevent his Initiative in negoiiaiions 
with Egypt, cau.s'mg them to lail. 
intransigence will cause Israeli rela- 
tions with Cairo und Wiishingion to 
deteriorate. End of (election) cam- 
paign will cause inflation to return 
to triple digits." 

Replying to my question about 
whether the compilers of the indc.c 
can really ie)l left from right in 
Israel. Dr. von Girscwuld noted: 
**We do not rely on this or any other 
index, but forni our own judgement. 
An inde.x of this kind is only tin in- 
formation uid for us. but we in the 
DEG depend on what the Ccrniun 
investor thinks." 

The bunker thus answered my un- 
spoken question about how this 
"high-risk" rating given to Israel by 
the ontcle in Deliiware cunipiircs 
writh the risk fuctor perceived in 
such countries as Chad. Ethiopia. 
Zaire. Turkey. Pakistan, Bolivia und 
a lung list of others in which the 
DEG participates in projects. 

Implying that certain informiiiion 
about Israel afTecis poteniiol in- 
vestors adversely. Dr. von 
Girsewuld said: "You had un influ- 
lion rale of 1 33 per cent in 1 980. and 
in the Hrsi six months of 1981 your 
exports have gone up only by 1 per 
cent. Although your inflation in the 
First half was 40 per cent, this may 
go up again tremendously. 


"Your private invesimcm has 
gone down by 23 per cent, und 
without Israeli purincrs. there will 
be no German partners, meaning 
that no one w'ill apply to us for as- 
sistance and rmancing." 

The initiative for launching a pro- 
ject. and enlisting the assistance of 
the DEG. he explains, generally 
comes from cither the Israeli or the 
German enterprise involved ~ 
most often, from the former. With 
investments in Israel shrinking, und 
a flagging German interest in 
developing countries in general and 
in Israel in particular, the prospects 
for (he near future nre not good for 
attracting German inveslnienis. 

TURNING TO Ihe modalities of 
DEG assislancQ. Dr. von Girsewald 
explains thu( the DEG gencrully 
provides 10 to 13 per cunt ot the 
total investment, including working 
capital. It will usually match the 
equity investment of the German 
partner in a joint venture — partly 
hy subscribing to equity capital, and 
partly through long-term loans. The 
loan.s provide the return which the 
DEG e.xpccLs to cover its expenses, 
^ince the equity capita) cannot be 
expected to yield « return for the 
first few years of a project’s ex- 
istence 

Throughoiil the interview 
with Dr. von Girsewald and Dr. 
Ilokcrmunn. and also m the later 
conversation with managing direc- 
tor Karenberg. the recurrent tliemc 
— not only with respect to Israel, 
but also regarding such wealthy 
couiUries as Saudi Arabia — is 
political stability and “invesiment 
climate." 

Invesimcm elimiue includes, in 
addition to the all-important 
political stability, such factors as 
market opportunities, cost advan- 
tages. the uvaiiubility of government 
support or the existence of gi>\crn- 
meni hindrances (e.g restrictions 
on imports or exports) and tlie 
availability of credit for working 
cupliol. In some of these respects. 
Dr. von Girsewald considers condi- 
tions in Israel as "not advantageous 
now." 

He was prepared to concede, m 
answer to my comment, that this 
evaluation may rcHcci both a sore 
lack of Information about Israel und I 
the fact that most of the Israel- 
related news that reaches the 
German public is political — and 
generally bad news to bool. 

It seems fair to conclude that il 
Israel truly is interested in aiiruciing 
investments from Gennany, there is 
Q big gap in information to be closed 
_ even if we manage to bring the 
economy back to a stability that 
foreign Investors can accept and un- 
derstand. And even then, one feels, 
politics will remain a chief ilciermi- 
nanl of economic decisions. 


discriminaiion — especially ugainsi 
minorities and races, and the in- 
culcation of mutual tolerance. 

• Doing battle to the enemies of 
democracy, especially in the ex- 
treme leftist and rightist groups. 

Dahihaus is one of three directors . 
of the non-partisan Centre whifch 
employs some 350. people at its . 
Bonn national headquarters and in 
its 1 1 stale centres. Born ib' 1927 in u 
Westphalian village, Dahihaus (who 
from lime to lime receives threaten- 
ing letters) says he was rriade awiire 
of Jews and Judaism by hls rer|g|ous- 
Prolestanl mother whoihed wurned;. 
in the Nazi days, "(jod will not fter* 
mil the wronging of hiS people logo - 
unuunished." . ' : 

After the war,: he, resolved, to in-, 
volve himself in polllicuLworK.^lo.; 
rebuild ademocrBcy,-.chUrch tilTtiN:.' 






The beautiful scenery and enjoyable atmosphere of German Health 
Resorts are the ideal background for fun and relaxation. 

Here your physical and menial vigour is restored and here you find relief 
of pnins. recovery and renewed health. 

The German National Tourisl Office can provide you with up-to-date 
information on German spas and health resorts ; Where they are. 
what they are good for und how to get there. 


rX" 7 T tv DEUTSCHE ZENTRALE i 
UZ_ I 3 E FUR TOURISMUS E.V | 

represented in Israel by © Lufthansa Tel Aviv. 75, Hayarkoh s 


“to Open and keep open the eyes of 
Christians so they will take an active 
part in politics" and to lud in the 
rebuilding of the Jewish community 
in Germany and in Israel. 

To that end, he helped found the 

. Chrisllich-jfidlschc Organisalion in 

German j, and was one of 
founders of the Dculseh-Israclische 
Gesellschah (DIG). . , 

. A member oi; Foreign Mmlsicr 
Genscher’s Liberal Party. Dahlhuus 
is responsible for the material -jhidi 
acts io.5Chools:Dnd to, adult educa- 
. .tion ilnstituilons both ‘d 
, ; and abroad. (Tlwe are some:25 W 
ciemeniary, high and 

and 600 Germanschools outside the , 
:;countryi) Of 'JOO his(onc«Fund 
polUlcat nims whK:h:.go 
. . blubs and Institutions on, request are 
:'’:jll'Tns, on; Nazi.'p6rse,culion.;, •. ■ . '.I 
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. , magazines ; ■ 

■ : paperbaghs ; 

published; in West Germanly. . . 
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Ich habe nicht 
genug Zeit Dir alias 
telephonisch 
zu erzahlen...* 


s 


IN THE CONCERT of the niiiion.s. 
with political complications iind 
economic considerations often 
overshadowing human relniion< 
ships, probably the best nicuns 
of opening up channels of 
communication is the exchange of 
visits by performing artists in the 
fields of music, dance and — 
perhaps to a lesser extent because 
of language barriers — theatre. 

One of the earliest attempts to 
break the ice between Germany uiid 
Israel where music was concerned 
was made in 1962, when the 
manager of the Ramul Gan 
Chamber Orchestra, Shuliimit 
Rosenberg, arranged for the ensem- 
ble to give six concerts in Germnn> 
as part of its European (our. 

The announcement caused a 
public uproar, with Mayor Kriniiyi 
threatening to cut off the town's 
subsidy to the unscmhic ami the 
Foreign Ministry (Ahba Eban was 
then minister) approving (he visit. 
But it was cancelled at the hist mo- 
ment following strong protest.^ from 
the Organization of Holocaust Sur- 
vivors and Fighters against Nazism. 

A further trial balloon was 
launched in March I9b5. when an 
unknown organization announced 
that the Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestra hud accepted "in prin- 
ciple" an invitutiun to come to 
Israel. That visit never muteriulized. 

It was not until 1969. however, 
that relations had progressed to 


Ptaying in 
harmony 

Yohanan Boehm traces the 
changing relationship of 
German-lsrael musical ties. 


such on extent that the great piano 
duo, Alfons and Aloys Momur.sky. 
appeared with tremendous success 
at the Israel Festival. Although it 
still seemed too soon for represen- . 
ittlive German artists to appear in 
Isrnel, a few "early birds." such ji.s 
the Miiulheimer Singkreis and ihc 
Early Music Quartet had nlrcath 
found apprecintivc mi(liL-ih.-es here. 

. But still, no German words were 
sung in public. Beethoven's Ninth 
Symphony had to be sung in ctilicr 
Hebrew or English as was the c;tsc 
with the Second Symphony by 
Mahler and other works. 

SINCE THEN, the silualion ha.s 
changed completely. Dietrich 
Fisohcr-Dicsktui sung Mahler and 
Schubert in German in 1971, and 
visiting artists and ensembles have 
become (00 nunteruiLs to mention 
The meagre rivulets of the laic Six- 
ties becuinu a broad slrcum, and the 
traffic between the two cvumrics 
went both ways. 


We "exported" individual uriisis. 
chamber music groups, conductors 
and choirs, orchestras and com- 
posers — from the Kibbutz 
Chamber Orchestra to the Israel 
Philharmonic, from the Israel Baro- 
que Group to the string quarters 
and piono trios. Josef Tul had hLs 
Axhmedal commissioned by the 
Hamburg Opera, concerts here, 
(heir performance of demanding 
works bearing witness to their solid 
musical education. 

Especially close ties have 
developed between German and 
Israeli municipal youth bunds, as a 
result of (win-city devclopmem.s 
between, for example. 
Braunschweig and Haifa and Dus- 
seldorf and Tiv'on, while Protestant 
communities in Hanover and 
Karlsruhe have sent their youth 
hands to this country. All these 
German bands have included 
Jerirsalcm in their itineraries. And 
the traffic is two-way. In one week 
in July lust yeur, no lc.ss than four of 
our youth bunds — from Acre. 
Jerusalem, Huifu and Kiryut Ono — 
gave concerts in a square in Bad 
Godesburg, the diplomatic stihnrh 
of Bonn, as part of thdr lour of 
German towns. 

A significant witness to (he 
changed relationship was the award 
in 1977 of the first pri/.c In Israel's 
Artur Rubinsiciii inlcrnationul 
piano competition to a Cerman. 
Gerhard Opitz. 


I haven't got time to tell you on the phone all that's 
happening... 


Sure, your friends and relatives in other countries read about 
Israel rn the headlines of (heir local papers. But where can 
they go when they want to know how Israelis see the rapidly 
changing world? 

You can give them the whole story by treating iliem to The 
Jerusalem Post Internaiicnal Edition. For the price of a 17- 
minute phone call to Frankfurt, your gift of a subscription to 
The Jerusalem Post International Edition can keep them in 
touch with Israel, with news written by the people who live it. 
A full year's subscription fS2 issues} costs only DM 90. 


Fill out the form below and send it. with your cheque, to 

THE JERUSALEM POST HMTERNATIOIVAL EDITION 
P.O.B. 81. 91000 Jerusalem 


Please send The Jeiusalnm Post IniernaiiomI Edition lu 


ADDRESS 


and send a Qift Ciiid Iron 


Mv chetiue is nnclosed (Sen ruios tiHlow) 


USA Co»ad3. U K OM SO lUSS 4oi ptt yqyi |S2 

All iiftioi C4Untiie^ OM l(K> lUSS 45| ot> <02 >»ueil 

Paymuni cen be inaile m lirsel Shakoli at isle Of oKcUanga on iho day ol 
payfii9iil. plu» 1 2% VAT 


THE JERUSALEM 


lINTERNATIONAL EDITU 


9Qiiei cs 



* " 




Mercedes quality — your guerantee 


Mercedes 608 D Diesel 

The most efficient and inexpensive means of 
general road transport. Saves 60% of fuel costs 


□ Permitted load: 6‘/j tons 

□ Great economy in fuel and maintenance costs 



Rear (load) saction of different Double cabin; for passengers and 
lengths (3.00-5.16 m.) load 

Also available: 2,8-6,5 ton, diesol and petrol commercial vehicles. 

Details ai our showrooms. 

Calmovil Ltd., 118 Ha'auma’ul Road. Haifa, Tel. 04-512286 * Calmovil Ltd.. 23 Carlebach Street. 

Tel Aviv. Tel 03;2S022I * Auto Cher. Ltd.. 8 Ben Avigdor Street. Tei Aviv. Tel 03-339835 * 

, Auto Chen, 18 Shiomzion Hamalka. Jerusalem, Tel. 02-234966. 222733 * Rechev Hq'afzrria'ui, 

130 Jafla Road. Haifa, Tel. 04-526544 * Auto Beersheba. Tel. 057-78644. 
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THE RECENT announcement that 
Jerusalem artist Serge Spiizer will 
be Berlin's arlist-in-residence in 
1983 may well provoke the ques- 
tion: how does a young and not very 
well-known conceptual artist only 
five years out of the Bezalel 
Academy get such a prestigious ap- 
pointment in such a distant city? 

The answer is that German- 
Israeti an ties are more expensive 
than one might imagine, and a 
number of young Israelis now ex- 
hibit regularly in Germany, where 
there has long been interest in "new- 
art" and where there is also money 
to pay for it. Since the sixties. Ger- 
many has taken the lead in Europe 
(including Britain) as a country 
producing vital, experimentHi art, 
while boasting fine galleries and 
museums in half a dozen centres. 

Sculptors like Michael Gitlin 
have been showing at various 
German galleries on a regular basis. 
Sculptor VignI Tumarkin recently 
made an outdoor sculpture for the 
town of Marl, near Ddsseldorf. 

Ruth Schloss is currently showing 
her Anne Frank drawings in Ger- 
many and Yohanan Beii-Ya'ucov is 
showing his sculpture. A number of 
Israelis born in Germany have been 
given shows at German museums. 

Spiizer attracted attention when 
he was given a show under the 
auspices of the Dusscldorf 
Academy of Art. On the basis of thi.s 
show, he became a candidate for 
the Berlin appointment, previously 
made to such figures ns Alan 
Kaprow. Agnes Denes, Howard 
Kanovitz and Charles Simonds. 
among others. Spiizer is the first 
Israeli to get this award. 


Edging the gap 


German-lsrael art ties and the Yekkes' 
contribution to art in Israel is detailed by 
Jerusalem Post Art Editor Meir Ronnen. 


Manfred Schneckenburger of 
Cologne, made a special trip lo 
Israel lo select a group oP Israeli 
participants. 

Documenla 7 is planned for June 
19-Scplcmber 29. 1982. 


wiiz. Schwitters, Albers and llien. 
The Bauhaus helped change the 
whole look of arts, crans and 
architecture throughout the world. 

The Secession forged the first real 
German links with the international 
scene: it exhibited not only Klimt, 
but Munch and later Matisse and 
Piensso, Not even the upheavals of 
World War I could kill off modern 
art. But when (he Buuhuus was 
closed in the 1930s, the faculty left 
for Switzerland and the U.S. 

Many Jewish artists came here 
from Germany in the ihirlie.s. 
Mordcchai Ardon (Bronsiciii). a 
pupil of Klee at the BnLihau.‘> and ii 
colleague of Johannes Iticn in 
Berlin, became director of the 
Bezalel School, as it then was cal- 
led. He was eventuully succeeded 
by two other refugees from Ger- 
many who were teachers at Bezalel: 
Jacob Slcinhnrdt and Isidore Asch- 
heim. 

German Jewish refugees were ulxi 
art aflK'hmtios and provided imicli 
of the moral and financial support 
l^or art galleries here in the thirties 
and forties, despite their generally 
limited means. 


IT WAS two German Jews, the 
painter Max Liebermann and the 
gallery owner and publisher Poul 
Cassirer, who were the pillars of the 
Berlin Secession, liberating German 
an from I9ih century "patriotic" 
salon pointingfin the face of opposi- 
tion from Kaiser Wilhelm, among 
others) and dragging U into the 20ih 
century. 

The break helped pave the way 
for the rise of that extraordinarily 
vital movement, Cerman Expres- 
sionism. The Germans also gave us 
the Bla'ue Refttr group and figures 
like Kandinsky, Klee, Gross, Koll- 


IN GERMANY, meanwhile, n 
generation was growing up without 
any contact at all with modern nn. 
which had been proscribed by the 
Nazis. In the early fifiics. most 
Germans, and most German an stu- 
dents, had still never seen a Picasso. 
The man lo put this right wa.s the 
late Prof. Arnold Bode of Kassel, u 
.small town in Hesse 
Bode wa.s both a painter and 
teacher. He conceived the idea of 
putting both Kassel and modern an 
back on the map of Germany by- 
organizing an art show covering 
everything the Germans had missed 
since 1933. He called it "Documen- 
la" and it was such a success that 
Kassel decided lo hold a 
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Documenta every four years until 
every aspect of modern art hod 
been shown. 

The first Israeli to be shown was 
Menashe Kadishman, who was in- 
cluded in the DocumcntP4(in 1968. 
before most Israeli artists had even 
heard of Documenta). The show 
W.1S largely devoted to.Pop, Op and 
Minimal art and Kndishmnn showed 
his minimalist sculpture. 

Documenta 5 in 1972 wus n moMivc 
show of every aspect of experimen- 
tiil art and communications. 

Documenta 6 did not open until 
1977, but one of its chief curoiors. 


THE FORMER head of (he Bezalel 
Academy, Dan Hoffner, liimSelf 
from Germany, forged firm ties with 
a number of German art schools 
during his 13-ycars at the post. 
Hamburg's Prof. Carl Vogel is a 
member of Bezalel's International 
Committee. Dr. Fritz Falk, director 
of the Jewelry Museum of 
Pforzheim, organized a Bezalel 
jewelry show there in 1978 and in 
return, sent a magnificent historical 
show tn the Israel Museum's Design 
Pavilion. He then arranged for 
German lecturers to work with 
jewelry students at Bezalel, where 
they helped to modernize the 
department. 

But it i.s the large German show-.s 
that have impinged upon the public 


consci6uancsa, like the mammoth 
Klee exhibition at the Israel 
Museum, brought here by Dr. 
Werner Schmalenbach over a 
decade ago. Much of it was from 
the collection of Felix Klee, the^ar- 
tist's son, who accompanied the 
show to Israel. More recently, the 
Ludwig Collection of modem art 
was a hit at the Tel Aviv Museum; 
so was a documentatry show on the 
Bauhaus. 

But a big historical show of 
German art would be most 
welcome. Expressionism, Die 
BrSeke, the Bfatte Reiter, perhaps 
even a didactic show on the Berlin 
or Munich Secessions, all come to 
mind. Most of all, Israelis would 
respond to a memorini show of the 
works of Max Liebermann. There 
arc only two Liebermanns in the 
Israel Museum collection. Ironical- 
ly, German museums have been 
sending representatives here to bid 
for the Liebermann drawings owned 
bv Israeli private coheciors. , 



Call 


C.A.L. For 
Cargo... 


Air 


Especially heavy Ireight too — generators, cranes* cars. It’s easy by 
air because ir’s.tiuicker and cheaper when it’s done with C.A.L... at- 
competitive transport rates which no other company provides for 
sea or air freight. 
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Chic Germans are wearing Israeli-made apparel this year — as evidenced by four of Israel's 
leading fashion and textile firms, whose work is described here. 



hraelf dressing for German markets —(left to right) Goltex beachwear; Polgai's Lady Bagir outfits: Kilan's sleep and leisurewear. 


Fashionable ^(iires 


Polgat 

David Krivine 


A MAN — the joke goes — went to 
buy a ticket at the railway station. 
''Where to?" said the ticket derk. 
"Any place," the man answered. 
"We have branches everywhere." 

He could have beeri talking about 
Pdgat. Haim Poliak is one of three 
brothers who rule the enterprise. As 
I sat with him in a subsidiary com- 
pany called Jerulin, he suddenly 
asked, would you like to see our 
new skirt-manufacturing plant near- 
by? 

The demand for Polgai's pleated 
skirts was so great that the com- 
pany sought another location 
strictly for making that one 
item. Premises were found 
which previously housed u 
sweetmeats firm (with the 
improbable name of Czepcs). Those 
premises now accommodate Lady 
Bagir Jerusalem. Opened Iasi 
December, the new factory 
employes 200 workers nnd produces 
800 skirls a day, all for export. 

Just before my visit, the siufl 
managed lo turn out 1 ,000 skirts in a 
single day, and Polluk was off lo 
drink a toast with them. 

Bugir Is the clothes- 
manufacturing purl of the Polgui 
group and is headed by Haim Pol- 
luk. Are Jerulin and Lady Bugir his 
only two factories in Jerusalem? No. 
there is another one, lie says, called 
Hmlg-Nefa in Merkaz Sapir fncar 
the Aiarot airneld). 

The heart and centre what is 
Israel's biggest textile concern is in 
Kiryal Oat. Us founder and 
chairman is Haim's elder brother, 
Israel Polluk. They have an oiTicc in 
Tel Aviv as well, like every other 
up-country plant. It is worth 
describing because that loo is pan 
of the Polgat story. 

STcE THIRTY^FOUR 


The Tel Aviv office is situated on 
the top floor of a dingy building in 
the town's business section. Access 
is by a single rusty lift, engraved all 
over with names and love.messuges. 

I raised a startled eyebrow. "This 
place is where we began," I was 
told. "It's served our purposes well 
enough." 

Israei Poliak doesn't believe in 
wasting money on making a show y , 
appearance. All resources went lo 
expanding factory space. Plans are 
being finalized only now to move 
the office to a more commodious 
site. 

Haim Poliak's experience as a 
textile industrialist must be unique 
in all (he world. He was born In 
wlial used to be Austro-Hungary 
and is now the Soviet Union. He 
studied at a textile school in 
Leningrad and rose to be technical 
manager of all plants in the urea of 
Kaliningrad, 38 in number. 

He worked in the Soviet Union 
for 14 years until he wus able lo gel 
away and rejoin his family, which 
hud settled in Chile. For six years he 
worked in Chile's textile industry. 
In 1970 he made another change, 
moving to Israel, nnd has been 
working in Isrocl's textile industry 
ever since. Not many people can 
claim to have held top managerial 
positions in three such differeni 
societies. 

Which of the three, 1 enqiuirud. 
makes the best product? "Israel," 
he said unhesitatingly, then 
qualified his axsenion: "I'm talking 
about, the Polgat cbmpuny in 
Israel," he smiled. 

Whul was it like doing business in 
the USSR? "We were boxed in, cut 
off from all conluci with other 
countries. We knew nothing about 
the textile world outside our. 
borders. 

"Everything was rigidly control- 
led from above. Our order.i came 
from the planning authorities in 
Moscow: how many workers to 


employ, what to produce, how 
much to produce and where to sell 
it — never mind whether the public 
there wanted the stuff." The plan- 
ners fixed the colours without ask- 
ing the customer; it was all decided 
for him. 

Result? "Low quality, low ef- 
ficiency. It's not that the Russian 
workers lack ability. Secondary 
education is universal, and that 
leaves its mark; they are strong on 
the theoretical side. We have a chap 
in Polgat who studied with me in the 
Leningrad textile school. He was 
sent there from Rumania. Today he 
is one of our best experts and heads 
our weaving department." 

The success of Polgat — its ex- 
ports will reach a breathtaking 
S80m.-90m. this year — can be ui- 
iributed in part to the spirit of con- 
fidence that runs through the 
enterprise. In contrast to the Soviet 
Union, the system works. 

The staff is not a selected elite; 
the human resources nvuilublc are 
the same as for any other Israeli 
workplace. Yet each Pdgat cs- 
tablishcmcnt hums with well- 
synchronired aciiviiy. 

Haim Poliak recalls; "People 
used to weep and wail ul the 
problem of absorbing Georgians 
from the Soviet Union. I said, give 
them to me. They arc now the 
backbone of one of our factories, 
Bugir for Men. I-our hundred of 
them work there, including entire 
families of parents and (grown-upi 
children. 

"You see, there is a Jewish esprit’ 
de-corps which can be coaxed into 
existence. My brother Israel says a 
Jew cun be a workerfoi-e’c/zbul not a 
slave iewdi. We have personnel 
from 29 countries — we can't treat 
them as numbers, they arc fellow 
humans. We musiA't make them 
feel that in coming lo Israel they 
have moved from one diaspora to 
another." 

What about the Arabs, who arc 


employed in substantial numbers? 

“We do not differentiule in our 
work force between Jew and Arab. 
Conditions are the same for 
everybody." Are Arabs promoted? 
Poliak looked surprised at the ques- 
tion, and turned to Oded Drori. 
manager of Lady Bagir Jerusalem. 
"How many Arab foremen have 
you got?" Drori counted on his 
fingers: "Seven, including women. 
Two Arabs are on the workers' 
committee, and one of them is its 
deputy chairman." 

Polgat exports mainly to 
Europe. West Germany is one of its 
biggest clients, with expected sales 
of SI8m. this year — including 
800.000 metres of cloth. 

Business life in Israel is still af- 
Hided by bureaucratic problems. 
"Compared with 10 years ago, its's a 
Garden of Eden. But compared 
with Europe, we still have a long 
way lo go. in Germany a container 
is released from port in a matter of 
hours. In Israel it takes a day." 

So how do they manage to com- 
pete successfully with the world'.N 
leading textile concerns? "Hard 
work," he says. On the shop-lloor 
loo, or just mnnagemcni? "On the 
shop-floor," says Poliak decisively. 
“You .see, everybody feels purl of 
the enterprise. 

Kitan 

Michal Yudelman 

MILLIONS OF Germans sleep 
each night between Israeli-made 
sheets. 

Kitan, Israel's largest textile con- 
cern, Inst year exported S30m. 
worth of bed linens and fashion arti- 
cles to Germany, a feat which won 
the concern the distinguished Ex- 
porter of the Year award from the 
Trade and Industry Ministry. 

This year, despite the world tex- 
tile crisis' and the devaluation of 
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Israeli currency compared to the 
German mark, Kitan hopes to ex- 
port over S23m. of linen to Ger- 
many. 

Kitan's designers, who have 
created over 2,000 available textile 
designs, have discovered that 
clothes are not the only thing which 
changes with the seasons: sheets, 
quilt covers and pillowslips ore sub- 
ject to fashion changes and their 
design and texture must be con- 
stantly renewed. 

Kitan's ability to secure Euro- 
pean markets for their bed linens 
proves not only that they have suc- 
cessfully competed with European 
producers on their quality and 
ability lo move goods, ^t also that 
their products appeal to the Euro- 
pean public's taste and standards. 

Finding buyers in Germany, 
England and France is not easy: the 
"sleeping culture" varies from 
country lo country, on points such 
as the size of the articles wid pre- 
ferred designs and textures. For in- 
stance, English consumers need 
sheets for double beds, while the 
Germans go for twin beds. The 
English prefer Kitan's cotton- 
polyester no-iron sheets, but this 
Item never caught on in Germany. 

A while ago, Kitan introduced 
flannel bed linen — ideal for saving 
energy on heating in the cold Euro- 
pean winter — and the product 
became a huge success. In about 18 
months, 60 per cent of the German 
bed linen market turned to flannel. 

England and France were slower 
to accept this innovation, nor did 
they show much interest in another 
Kitan invention, which Germany 
went crazy over: a knitted, rather 
than woven fabric, which is cool in 
summer and warm in winter. 

Starting from a single texlile - 
plant in Dimona 2S years ago, Kitan 
now consists of four plants which 
spin, weave or 1(011. dye, print. 
Hnish, cut and sew their malerial 
from raw cotton to the completed 
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product, producing altogether two By constantly ploughing back best organized" textile plant in peclally in the north — not only 
million square metres of fabric profits into the enterprise. Delta's Israel, providing its 1,000 workers Jews, but Christian and Moslem 


monthly — "enough to cover the en- technology is most modern, with a high “quality oflife." 
lire state of Israel in material,".quips Moreover, Della recently won an The workers, incidentally, arc a 


Arabs, Circassians and Druse. 
LAUTMAN is not considering ex- 


Kltan managing-director Nehemia award for having the "cleanest and typical cross-section of Israel, es- tending his sales outlets to Egypt, 
Kain. 


but hq is considering taking part of . 
the sewing operations there, taking 
advantage of the cheaper labour, 
while providing the Egyptians 
with a higher standard of living. 


Gottex 

Greer Fay Cashman 

GERMAN buyers are wild about 
Gmtex. and exports to Germany of 
Gottex beachwear have been soar- 
ing steadily since 1962. when the 
products of the fertile imagination 
of Leuh Gottlieb Firal made an ap- 
pearance on the German morkei. 

Current exports to Germany 
stand at Sim. nnd promise to be 
much higher once the devalued DM 
recovers its former status. Although 
the Germans ore rapturous in their 
praise of Gottex (so much so that 
last month they voted Leah Gottlieb 
an outstanding designer award at 
the prestigious Idego Foir in Dus- 
seldorfj they drive a hard bargain 
when it comes lo price. 

The German press is also lavish in 
Us praise of Goltex. A fashion 
review in the Dfisseldorf Expre.\s 
stales: "Leah Gottlieb's designs are 
sometime.s sporty, sometimes lux- 
urious. but always elegant." In the 
headline over the story, Mrs. Gott- 
lieb is referred lo us "the Queen of 
fashion." 

Etelta 

Macabee Dean 


TEL AVIV. - TASTES in clothes 
vary from country to country. Pin- 
pointing these subtle differences, 
and catering to them, is one of the 
reasons for Delta Textiles' success. 

"We watch market tastes like 
hawks," Dov Lautman, head of 
Delta says, "and we try lo anticipate 
what the public wonts in rcRord to 
styles, designs, colours, fabrics." 

West Germany is Delta's largest 
market at present, ahead of 
England, France, Holland, 
Switzerland and Belgium. 

But "anticipating consumer" de- 
mand is only one of the reason's for 
Della's growth, and it has grown, 
since it was set up at the end of 
1975. In 1976, the First full year of 
production, some S3.lm. was ex- 
ported, and this constituted total 
output. Only taler did Delta begin 
catering to the local Israeli market. 
This year, total output is estimated 
to be S30m.. of which S26m. will go 
for exports, and the rest locolly. A 
tenfold growth within half a dozen 
years is unusual in any Held, es- 
pecially in a highly compelUive one 
such os textiles. 

"We grew because we are com- 
pclUlve," Louiman says. "Not 
speciFicaliy in prices, but in the 
other llclds, such as mass produc- 
lion, quality, service and 
technology." As Lord Sieff, of 
Marks ond Spencer, England'sgiant 
chnin-store, said about Della, “It 
makes a llrsi-class product." Delta 
spends considerable lime and 
money in quality control of its 
products, which arc specincolly T- 
shifts and underwear. HQlding. 
down the product line lo a few items 
allows the company to qritfArtake 
mass production, nnd within these 
few lines, to be a “big flrni in.a small ^ 
area." j 

Moreover, Delta mky be locqliM - , 
in Israel, but it is just lu cipse )o its 
European buyers as any'-'Eu^^h | 
company. Doha keeps its j^odsfn ' 
warehouse^ abroad,. and a phone . 
call can niean goods leovlng within 
a very short lime. > ■ 
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IN GERMANY 

“ALTRA” MEANS BUSINESS 


ALTRA TRADING - 


ALTRA TRADING - 


ALTRA TRADING - 


ALTRA TRADING - 


for more than a decade, 
Altra Trading has been a 
major on-the-spot trading 
link connecting Israel's 
industrial community with 
knowledgeable German 
businessmen 

the Frankfurt-based 
professional organization 
of Koortrade, Israel's 
largest trading 
organization representing 
over 350 quality 
manufacturers 

providing a full 
range of export 
services to 

complement the ^ 

many quality ^ 

product lines ^ 

offered to the 
German « 

marketplace . A 

your complete A V 
export-import- A ' "" T* ' 
international 
trade U n M 

organization, m “ 

specializing in |g 

the following , ■ ^ 

product L 

classifications; 
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ALTRA TRADING - 


TOOLS, INDUSTRIAL VALVES, SANITARY FITTINGS and other 
quality metal products 

ELECTRONIC & TELECOMMUNICATION products, systems, 
components,' & equipment 

PLASTICS for industrial, agricultural, and consumer use 

SAFETY GLASS 

TIRES & RUBBER PRODUCTS 

a name wise German industrialists and distributors can profit 
from. Let Israel's Export Experts show you yvhy it rnakes good 
sense to do business with Israel's growing. industrial 
community. 



CONTACT — 


In Frankfurt/ Main . In Tel Aviv ' ^ 

ALTRA TRADING GmbH KOOR INTER-TRADE (EUROPE LTD. 

Mendelssohnstrasse 79 8'Shaul Hamelekh;Blvd.,,P.O.Box.1514, . 

6000 Frankfurt/Main 1 ■ 61 014 Tel Aviv ^ ^ 

Tel: (0611) 742535 Telex; 0416629 ALTRA P Tel: (P3) 250421 Te|lex;: 336.aBi 33647 ALDA IL , 
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You can judge a growing bank 
by the companies it keeps 

For 60 years, Bank Hapoalim has been a leading force 
in Israel's growing economy. By consistently providing 
major corporations and institutions with the 
arofessional services and expertise expanding 
Justnesses require. In Israel and abroad. 

3acked by over $17 billion in assets, Bank Hapoalim 
is Israel's leading bank in growth and profits. 


Isn't it time you met us. 

Bank Hapoalim^ 


New York - Los Angeles 
Chicago • Philadelphia 
Miami • Boston - Toronto 
Montreal 'London 
Manchester • Paris 
Zurich - Luxembourg 
Buenos Aires • Sao Paulo 
Caracas • Mexico City 
Punta del Este * Montevideo 
Cayman Islands ^ 

And over 330 branches of the ^roop hi Israel 


He«id Office; 50 RothscMd Blvd. lei Aviv, brael 


